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Professional Mobile
Mechanic in Biggin Hill

Whether you need some
Routine repairs,

Or your car is due a service
Or MOT,

The technicians at
NP Mobile Mechanics

Come to you.

Contact us today.

07493 485 791
npmobilemechanics@gmail.com
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the bi-monthly magazine of
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December 2018 - January 2019
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See page 20
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St. Mark’s Parish Church,Biggin Hill
Church Road, Biggin Hill,Kent, TN16 3LB

Parish office: 01959 577816
Email: admin@movingchurch.org

St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org

Vicar Revd. Alison Newman 01959 540482

Church Wardens Caroline Budimir 01959 576093
  Jeremy Peacock 01959 570145

Reader/Evangelist Mark Newman 01959 540482
Reader David Shannon 01959 700668

Pastoral Assistants Steve Stewart 01959 565400

For Hall Bookings, Baptism, Wedding and general enquiries,
please contact the Parish Office.

Office hours: Monday to Thursday 9 am to 12 noon
Friday 10.30 am to 11.30 am (Term time only)

Sundays
8.00am Holy Communion (1662)

10.30am Parish Communion (Except 1st Sunday)

10.30am 1st Sunday - An All Age Service takes place in
the church and is a very informal worship, which is ideal

for families, new Christians and those exploring Christianity.

Wednesdays
10.00am Holy Communion Service

Services at St. Mark’s

www.movingchurch.org
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I recently returned from leading a pilgrimage to Israel. This is not
my first trip, but every time I have been there, I have had a sense
of awe that this was the country where Jesus himself was born,
lived and died. Some of the sites may not be fully authenticated
but one site which has a long-standing tradition as the site of
Jesus’ birth is the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. This was

'identified' by St. Justin Martyr, a 2nd century Christian apologist.

It’s interesting that people often say to me they believe that Jesus
was a historical figure (there is in fact so much evidence to prove
Jesus lived, that only someone who had never done any research
would deny this); they also say he was a good man, but not the
Son of God.

This creates a dilemma. Is it really possible to call someone good
when they publicly make claims to be the Son of God and heal in
God’s name? Jesus claimed to be able to forgive sins. That would
be blasphemy if he was just a good man. It was CS Lewis who
made the case that Jesus must have been mad, bad or God. After
all, anyone making claims nowadays to be equal to God would be
considered mad, and probably locked up in a secure cell.

The Greatest Present of All….
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Telling others to follow you because anyone who has seen you has
seen God, that you and God are one, is a way of leading people
astray, not the claims of a good person. This is not what you would
expect of a moral, upright person. Therefore, we can’t say Jesus
was a good man. CS Lewis concludes that leaves us with one
alternative, that what Jesus said about himself is true: He is the
Son of God, nothing less, and that God sent Him into the world
because He loved the world so much.

When we celebrate Christmas and exchange presents it’s a
reminder that the greatest present of all is Jesus Himself. God saw
that human beings were going astray and messing up their lives,
so He sent Jesus to show us that he hadn’t given up on us and to
bring us back into a right relationship with Him. Just as we as good
parents don’t give up on our children, even when we see them
messing up and rebelling, we are always there for them. So God is
always there for us.

On 16th December at 6.30pm we have our traditional Nine Lessons
and Carols and it’s a good opportunity to hear the whole God story
from the beginning and to consider afresh that God became a
human being in Jesus and, in the words of a modern Bible
translation, ‘God moved into the neighbourhood.’

Revd Alison Newman

We at St. Mark’s would like to help you. If you would like our
help, or simply want someone to talk to, please call on one of

these numbers:
01959 540482 (Vicar),

01959 573573 or 07857 527452 (Barry - pastoral care.)

Worried? Problems?
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What links the following? A
group of small children,
men in debt, people with
mental health issues, ex-
prisoners, members of a
Sikh temple, homeless
people … and night
clubbers. The answer is,
these are all groups that
the Most Revd Justin
Welby, Archbishop of

Canterbury, met on Day 1 of
his two-day visit to the
Diocese of Rochester at the
end of October.

The Archbishop began Day 2
with a 6.00am jog,
accompanied by a running
group. He then took part in a
debate at Saint George's
Church of England
Secondary School,
Gravesend, followed by
questions from 150 children.
At his next stop he met
people recovering from a
variety of addictions; a
group of domestic abuse
survivors; and a group of
people who have trained as Anna Chaplains to work with
sufferers of dementia.
Finally, at Rochester Cathedral, he had a Q&A session with
diocesan staff and conducted a service organised by Anti-
Slavery volunteers.

An Amazing Visit
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Justin Welby has an impressive
stamina, great wisdom, and an
ability to listen to a huge variety
of people in totally contrasting
circumstances.

He had several speeches to
make in quick succession. He
took part in a live Facebook
discussion. He was interviewed

by the BBC. He took part in a car wash. At the dinner for the
homeless he brought the plates of food to the tables and was
beaten, just, in a game of table tennis. He is a man who leads,
inspires, and serves.

Mark Newman

Photos courtesy of Diocese of Rochester

Remembrance Service at the Biggin Hill War Memorial
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Sunday 16th December
9 Lessons and Carols  6.30pm

Followed by light refreshments

Thursday 20th December
A Blue Christmas  3.30pm
A reflective service for those who might find

Christmas difficult this year. Please see page 28

Saturday 22nd December
Christmas Messy Church

10am to 12 noon
Crafts, games, a bible story for all the family.

Oh and mince pies!

Christmas Eve
Christingles services at 3pm and 5pm

Midnight Communion 11.30pm

Christmas Day 10.30am
Family Celebratory Service

Do bring along one of your opened Christmas presents!
No service at 8am

Christmas At St. Mark’s
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YOUR LOCAL FRIENDLY COMPANY

PEST CONTROL
WASPS/FLEAS/ANTS

Contact us on
(01959) 565777

info@safeguardpestcontrol.co.uk

afeguard
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

A family run business
established 17 years.
We operate a fleet of

16 seat luxury minibuses
All with lap/diagonal seatbelts

Full PSV/Insurance
All occasions catered for

Weddings
Airport transfers

Days/Evenings out
Sports events

Tel: 01959 700476
Fax: 01959 541134
Mob: 07801 199761

E/Mail:
smartbus@ntlworld.com
www.smartbus-uk.com

Tel/Fax: 01959 700476

Nicola Ruddick
MCFHP MAFHP

Mobile foot health clinic

07824 363601
nicola@bromleyfootcare.co.uk
www.bromleyfootcare.co.uk

• mowing        •   weeding
• digging         •   planting
• pruning        •   hedge trimming
             •   pressure washing
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The Choir Baby & Toddler Group

Bell Ringing

Music Group

At St. Mark’s…..

Practices take place on Fridays at
7.30pm - all ages welcome! For

more details please call the Parish
Office - 01959 577816

Every Monday and Friday from
10.00 am in the Church Hall during
school terms. Contact the Parish
Office for details - 01959 577816

- or just come along.

Please contact the Parish Office
on 01959 577816

1st Biggin Hill Guides

Please contact Rosemary
Spurway on 01959 575717

Home Groups

Home groups meet every fortnight
for fellowship and Bible Study.
For more information contact

David Shannon on 01959 700668

St. Mark’s Music Group. Songs
and fellowship with a lively touch.

Call 01959 575129 for details

2nd Biggin Hill Rainbows (5-7 yrs)

Please contact Pauline Hallinan
on 01959 576433

The people of St. Mark’s Church would like you to
 know that we pray for Biggin Hill regularly.

If you would like us to pray for you, someone you know or for
something that concerns you, please let us know and we will be happy

to do so. In order to comply with the Data Protection Regulations,
please ensure you have the permission of the person to be prayed for.

Please contact the Church office. The times the office is open can be
found on page four. A message can be left on the answer machine

outside of these times - 01959 577816

If you prefer, you could send your prayer request to St. Mark’s Vicarage,
10, Church Road, Biggin Hill, Kent TNI6 3LB
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I have never had any particular desire to visit the Holy Land, to see
sites of dubious, historical authenticity in a conflicted part of the
world.  And it has always been a place of turbulence, with various
conquerors knocking down the previous guys’ structures and
building their own. Today there are areas of poverty, injustice and
taxation without representation. There is a wall between Israel and
Palestine and at checkpoints our coach was boarded by armed

guards, to confirm we were who our papers said we were. It is a
complicated place.

Nor would my choice have been to travel in a large group most of
whom I didn’t know, but it was an opportunity to see somewhere
very different. So, on October 18, 31 of us travelled to Israel. There
were 10 of us from St Mark’s.  We were a multi-aged, multi-ethnic
mix with various degrees of mobility. Some were Roman Catholic,
some protestant, some questioning, some doubting and one Hindu.
Travelling in such a diverse group knocks the edges off you and
can be challenging. The group moves at the pace of the slowest

St Mark’s Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
October 18 to 25, 2018

The Biggin Hill Contingent
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and you can’t do just what you want. But at the two hotels, both
fab, one in Jerusalem and one on the Sea of Galilee, over meals of
wonderful food, we got to know each other and had great laughs.

Our guide was a Palestinian Christian, brilliantly knowledgeable,
who made the stories come alive. Christianity is 1% of the religious
mix of Israel. And declining. Our driver was an Israeli Arab who
could manoeuvre our big coach into places I couldn’t get my bike
in.

What was unique about the trip was hearing the familiar biblical
stories in context. We visited a 1st century reconstructed village at
Nazareth and the archaeological remains of Peter’s house and
synagogue in Capernaum. Villages were small, houses made of
stone with mud and dirt roofs, dark, no windows, whole families in
one room, next to kith and kin in intertwining rooms, food mostly
bread. It is a harsh and hot terrain. Jesus would have been
physically very fit; the whole land is full of steep hills and he walked
everywhere.

Yet I believe in Christianity largely because of Jesus’ attitude to
women. We forget in these days that back then women were
regarded as less than pack animals, they had no status, their
testimony didn’t count in court, they were breeding machines,

Communion at Capernaum
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preferably of sons, they cooked, cleaned, spun and gathered water
in heavy jars from wells often far away.
Jesus talked to the Samaritan woman at the well when men didn’t
talk to women, let alone them regarded as a heretic. He stopped
the stoning of the woman caught in adultery, he taught Mary and
Martha. He treated women as equals.  And if you ever doubt God
has a sense of humour, Jesus first appeared after the resurrection,
quite a vital moment one would think, to Mary, whose witness,
because she was a woman, would have been considered highly
unreliable, if not laughable. Jesus turned the world upside down
and that came alive for me on the journey.
There were so many highlights: the Dome of the Rock, the Western
Wall, Caesarea, but my best moment was Alison celebrating
communion overlooking the Sea of Galilee in a quiet spot. The
worst was the horrendous queues to see the spot in the Church of
the Nativity where Jesus was supposedly born. And more trivially I
learnt that in the Holy sites, women’s shoulders are VERY
offensive and are to be covered at all times.
Jesus’ message of love and forgiveness has been betrayed many
times by the established church of all hues over the past 2000
years, but individuals within it have done amazing things because
nothing can stop God’s love. My conclusion from the trip? The God
of love is not found at holy sites, God is not trapped in churches
and traditions. Jesus is Risen, the God of Love is everywhere
around us. And mostly finding God is just a case of stopping for a
moment, turning round and saying hello.
Lis Stewart

St. George’s Monastery above
Jericho

Donkey crushing olives
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ST MARK’S 100 CLUB!
We are inviting you to join St Mark’s 100 Club for 2019. We have had

between 50 and 60 people sign up over the past few years and it would
be great to increase this number for next year!

So - how does it work? 100 people will pay £15.00 each before the start
of January 2019 and then every month -   one name out of those 100

people will be drawn by the Social Committee to receive a
cash prize of £30!

Don’t forget - all profits go to church funds!
In past years the 100 Club has raised over £14,000 and has been a very
worthwhile venture. Why not invite your family members and friends to
join!  If you would like membership of the 100 Club please complete the
form below and return it along with the £15 to Chris Walker (6 Moselle

Road Biggin Hill) or drop it in to the Parish Office. Please add any extra
names on the form below if you wish. Thank You!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF

ST MARK’S 100 CLUB
January - December 2019

Name:……………………………………………………………………………………

Tel No:…………………………………………………………………………………

Address:………………………………………………………………………………
(Cash or Cheques payable to St Mark’s PCC)

Biggin Hill District Guides
We would like to invite you to our district carol
service in St. Marks Church at 6pm on Wednesday
12th December. Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and
Rangers will be taking part.

We held a Macmillan coffee evening at the end of September and raised
£300.00, we would like to thank everyone who supported us.

Any ladies wishing  to help or girls wishing to join Brownies or Guides
please contact me.  (rosemaryspurway@yahoo.co.uk 0r 01959 575717)

Thank you   Rosemary



Tel: 01959 577072
Mobile: 07831 641664
CORGI REGISTERED
Established 32 years

24hr
Emergency
Plumbing

&
Heating
Service

Registered installer f or AQUILISA Showers
All ty pes of WATER TREATMENT

And DRAIN work
All ty pes of PLUMBING & HEATING

SERVICING of GAS BOILERS
sav ing on heating costs

Registered Plumber

MIP .RP

Registered Plumber
MIP RP

GAS SAFE REGISTERED

DAVID RUDD
& SON

24hr
Emergency
Plumbing
& Heating
Service

Registered installer of Aquilisa Showers
All types of WATER TREATMENT

and DRAIN WORK
All types of PLUMBING & HEATING

SERVICING of GAS BOILERS
Saving heating costs

TN16 Handyman
All Handyman Jobs
      Gardening Maintenance
            Painting & Decorating
               Home Repairs
                    Property Maintenance

Delivery Courier Service
                 …Same Day

My excellent reputation
and long list of satisfied
customers is what I aim
for time and again.
Please take a look round
my website:

www.tn16handyman.com

Free Quotations
Based in Westerham

24/7 Emergency Callout

Phone Harold: 074754 38788
tn16handyman@hotmail.com

Mandy Gifford M.Inst.Ch.P
HCPC Registered

Registered Member of the Institute
of Chiropody and Podiatry

Tel: 07944 763045

Mobile
Chiropodist
Chiropody undertaken

in the comfort of
your own home

Learn toBellydance
The fun, fabulous way to keep fit!
Tuesdays 6.45 - 7.30pm  £6

St Mark’s Church,
Biggin Hill, TN16 3LB

Drop in classes, no need to book or
pay in advance

See our website for more information
www.hipsinc.com or call Chloe

07939 803333
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BAPTISMS
“We welcome you in the name of the Lord”

Thomas Terence Cobden
Nicola Louise Cobden

Brody Adam Anthony Lester
Sophia Lorraine Cole

FUNERALS
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His

compassion never fails; every morning they are renewed”

John Alfred Sturges
Robert Twinley

James William Nolan

BURIAL OF ASHES

Grace Guest
Phyllis Blake

Church Registers

Flowers for Church
If you would like to make a

donation towards the cost of
flowers in church for a

particular week, to mark an
anniversary or a special

event, please contact either
Caroline Budimir on 01959
576093 or the Parish Office

on 01959 577816
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Biggin Hill Community Care Association
St. Mark’s Centre, Church Road, Biggin Hill, TN16 3LB
01959 577400 bigginhillcommunitycare@gmail.com

bigginhillcommunitycare.org
Day Centre -  A friendly and stimulating service for older people

Wednesday Lunch Club - Enjoy a home cooked meal every
Wednesday and meet new people

Art Group - A popular weekly painting and drawing group
Singing For Fun - A monthly singing group just for enjoyment
Stitching Group - Enjoy tapestry, embroidery or cross stitch

Friday Assisted Shopping - A minibus service for people who
need support to do their shopping

Volunteers are always needed for many of our activities. For
more information please give us a call.

‘Supporting local people over 50’

For all
the

Family!
All are welcome to come and join in a time of craft,

games, a Bible story and mince pies

Saturday 22nd December
10am to 12noon

We aim to have fun together!

TOILET TWINNING UPDATE
To become a toilet twinned town Biggin Hill must have 20 twinned toilets

useable by the public.  So far we are halfway there.
St Mark's church 5 WCs. Biggin Hill Library 1 WC gifted by Cllrs
Benington and Stevens. Jo Johnson MP 1 WC. Biggin Hill Social and
Sports Club 2 WCs. Biggin Cafe 1 WC

Maybe you can encourage other Biggin Hill organisations to twin their
toilets? See the toilet twinning page on www.movingchurch.org for more
information."
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U

Baptisms at St. Mark’s

The Baptism of Sophia Cole took
place on the 4th November.

Sophia’s parents are Joanna and
Lewis.

Thomas Cobden was baptised on 16th September. His parents
are Nicola and Stephen
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PILATES
At the W.I Hall, Biggin Hill

Tuesday 2pm
For those of you who want to have a

pilates workout, in a relaxed environment.
Laughter encouraged and we try to have a

bit of a workout too!. Ideal exercise to
increase flexibility and ability, often

recommended by osteopaths and
physiotherapists.

For further details phone:
Ruth 01959 532875/07968 002590
Email: ruthjonespilates@gmail.com

QUALIFIED SURGICAL

CHIROPODIST

CLARE DICKER
MSSCh DipPodMed MBChA

Registered Member of the British Chiropody &
Podiatry Ass. HPC Reg No CH21135

CLINIC &
HOME VISITS

* Evening appointments available
* All aspects of foot care
* Prescription Insoles (Orthotics)
*  Nail removal (local anaesthetic)
*  Nail reconstruction

01959 576161
07762 074542

7 Juniper Close, Biggin Hill,
Kent, TN16 3LZ

www.claredicker.co.uk

Reductions, pruning, felling
and hedge trimming

Can provide references

NPTC qualified. Fully insured

garwoodtm@btinternet.com

Call: 01959 575091 or 07760 108775

Garwood Tree Management
Sam Garwood - Tree Surgeon

For all your floral
requirements

FLORIST
A personal service at a

competitive price!

www.lily-of-the-valley.co.uk

309, Main Road (opposite St.
Winifred’s Road)

Biggin Hill TN16 3JJ
01959 571445

Lily of the
Valley

Mobile Beauty
Therapies

Evening and Weekend
app ointments available in the

comfort of your own home.
H a n d  &  F o o t  T r e a t m e n t s
H e a d  &  B o d y  T r e a t m e n t s

G e l  N a i l s
0 7 4 7 4  2 0 9 9 1 4

mel.smilie@hotmail.co.u k
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I was born Renee Marston in Peckham in 1932.  We were bombed out 3
times so we moved to Biggin Hill in 1942 when I was 10 years old. My
father was in the Fire Service and worked in the London blitz in 1943 and
1944.

My husband Jim lived in Orpington and his parents moved to Biggin Hill
in 1940. We both went to school in the small village school in Jail Lane.
Once  a year all the children in the school walked in line to the church at
Cudham for Ascension Day. There weren’t many cars around then.

As we both grew up there was talk about a church being moved from
Peckham to Biggin Hill by the Vicar of Biggin Hill, the Revd. Vivian
Symons. A lot of people were going to help including the scouts to clean
the old bricks etc. Jim, being a scout was one of them - he was also a
choir boy.

When I was 20 I become ill and had to have a kidney removed. That’s
when Jim came on the scene by coming to my 21st party before I was
allowed back to work. My doctor was Dr. Rohan – a wonderful man who
had a surgery on the corner of Haig Road. Jim and I started going out
from then. He did two years National Service in the army and I waited for
him.

We were married by Revd. Symons in the little tin church in Temple Road
in 1958, just before the new St.
Mark’s was consecrated in April
1959, and I became Mrs.
Shepherd. On March 1st this
year we celebrated our 60th

wedding anniversary. Our sons
are happily married and we
have four lovely grandchildren.
We still live in Biggin Hill.

Mrs. R Shepherd

Memories of Biggin Hill, the ‘Tin Tabernacle’
and the ‘Moving Church’

The ‘Tin Tabernacle’ was a corrugated iron building that was erected
around 1921. It was the place of worship before St. Mark’s was
consecrated.
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As we approach autumn, plans are well ahead for next year’s displays in many
private estate gardens, choice of plants for all year performance, mulching
programmes, ordering materials and so on. It is no different to the amateur
gardener and there is no better time to start a plan this month for next year.
There is no doubt, this year in the garden has been challenging, cold and wet in
March followed by a warm dry spring and a hot and sunny summer before it has
cooled down with some rain. The lawns have resembled straw until recently, now
a decent green, as usual they put on a spurt until it cools down further. Plants
have been gasping for water and in some cases death has occurred to some of
our favourite plants. We can learn massively from this year and experts suggest
the weather we have experienced will be common place in the future.

Plants in the right place often feature in television and garden magazines, yet we
plant with our hearts rather than our brain. We purchase plants because we like
them not because that plant will fit that appropriate gap in the border. For an
example, Stachys lanata ‘Big Ears’, loves the sun and heat due to its modified
hairy leaves, protecting those delicate plant cells from transpiring and scorching.
Whereas our beloved Hosta, prefers some shade with moisture retentive soil.
We associate autumn delivering a kaleidoscope of colours and tons of leaves
onto the ground, yet they are the most important source of material to the
gardener. Collected and composted  they will make cheap but beautiful and
useful garden compost for the garden. Stored in bags with holes to allow
drainage, plastic bins from B &Q or constructed bins made to suit the garden’s
need, the material will rot down within 12 months to provide black gold.

Don’t despair there are other materials that can be used to mulch the garden, not
only of garden compost, but bark chippings, mushroom compost, pebbles,
bracken, well-rotted manure.
Why and what is a mulch? A mulch placed around plants acts as a weed
suppressor, reducing the amount of annual weeds, especially the first half of the

season. Removing as many perennial
weeds as possible will also reduce them
too. Other than pebbles, worms and
bacteria will slowly break down the
compost and it will improve the soil
condition over time. More importantly, it
acts as a layer to seal the moisture in the
ground, if placed on the surface of the soil
at the right time. Why the right time?
During the autumn and early winter we
can allow the insects to take advantage of
the border, sometimes the border still

looks good, particularly if we have a frost, as it transforms the border into

Planning, Preparation and Planting
In the Garden
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another picture. Clean the borders during January and early February, not only
to make way for the early bulbs, but to allow as much water to enter the soil.
During February into March we mulch with our material, placing at least four
inches (10 cms) on the border, around the plants rather than against the collar of
the plant. Perennials cut to the ground, can be mulched over the top, such as
Phlox and Rudbeckia. This will help the plants to survive whatever the weather is

thrown at them.

For easy maintenance, hardy
perennials can provide interest all
year round and with the right plant in
the right place will give you colour,
interest and structure to your border.
Plant in the autumn, while the ground
is warm and moist, It has all the winter
to get the roots established. Water
well, add garden compost to the
planting hole with mycorrhiza, a good
mulch will help establish those roots
much quicker, ready to perform next

year. Keep watering if necessary if it stays dry.

Alternatively, now is the time to plan for spring bulbs, flowering from January
through to May, are now available in garden centres.  If you have no gaps in the
border at present, plant the bulbs in pots and leave them outside to grow them
on during autumn and winter. By February, the borders have been tidied, the
foliage and roots of the bulbs have grown and the gaps can been seen quite
clearly in the border to plant the
bulbs.

The proof is in the pudding,
preparation, planning, work with
nature, seize the moment,
eventually you will have a border
that will cope with most weathers.
To assist with the watering,
purchase water butts to harvest
the water from your guttering.
Easy and cheap to install they can
be purchased from B & Q and
garden centres. The lawns have suffered this year, seed sowing bare patches to
rejuvenate the lawn can be carried out during September and October. The
ground is now warm and moist, it is perfect now to repair bare patches in the
lawn. Thoroughly rake out the dead grass with a fine spring rake, prick over the
soil with a small fork to release the compaction, add a little topsoil, rub it in and
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sow the grass seed. Larger
patches, laying turf can start in
October onwards if the soil is
moist and can continue during the
winter if the ground is not dry,
frozen or waterlogged. You can
add a fertiliser, but it must not
contain too much Nitrogen but
plenty of phosphates. The fertiliser
is to encourage roots not growth at
this stage.
If the weather is against you at
times, the ground is wet, chill out
with your favourite seed

catalogues and garden magazines, until the time is right for you.

Good Gardening

Nick Hagon (Chairman)
Biggin Hill Horticultural Society

U

TIVE CARS & MPV'S

MINI CABSMINI CABS, EXECUTIVE CARS & MPV’S
All major credit cards accepted in vehicles

Serving the area
for over 30 years

Owner Drivers
needed
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SHIRLEY COX DANCE
The “Studio” 24 Aperfield Road, Biggin Hill.

BALLROOM & LATIN DANCE CLASSES
ADULTS

MONDAY
Beginners  7pm to 8pm            Intermediate   8pm to 9pm

WEDNESDAY
Improvers  7.30 to 8.30pm

For details of all our other classes
Ballet, Stage & Tap, Contemporary etc.

Please telephone  01959-572859
www.shirleycoxdance.co.uk
info@shirleycoxdance.co.uk

A Blue Christmas
Thursday 20th December 3.30pm

Many people find Christmas is a difficult time, The atmosphere
surrounding us is one of joy and celebration. It may be that you feel
you have little to celebrate this year. Perhaps a loved one has died
and you are dreading Christmas without them. Or maybe you have
experienced the breakdown of a relationship, the loss of a job or
have worries about money.

At St. Mark’s we shall be having a service of quiet reflection, music,
readings, and prayers and will consider the hope that the birth of
Jesus offers us,

The service will last about 40 minutes and afterwards there will be
light refreshments. Please come and join us.
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THE MOVING CHURCH NEWS
IS THE PARISH MAGAZINE OF

St. MARK’S CHURCH, BIGGIN HILL
St. Mark’s is known as the “Moving Church” as in the 1950’s it was

constructed from materials brought from the redundant church of All
Saints North Peckham. This remarkable feat of dismantling and building
carried out by local Biggin Hill people was accomplished through the
initiative and vision of the then vicar, The Revd. Vivian Symons. He
mobilised the local parishioners to create a truly worthy parish church in
place of their ageing corrugated iron building. This fascinating story is
recounted in an illustrated colour guide available from the Church.

St. Mark’s is a pilgrim church; we do not simply accept the status quo, we
are on a spiritual journey as pilgrims of old, actively seeking to draw
closer to God and discover His will both in our own lives and the life of our
local church and community which we love and serve. We are anxious
“not to store up treasures here on earth” but to use all our church
resources given by God, in His service and for His glory.
We want to share the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ with all
those in our parish and neighbourhood. Hopefully this is portrayed by the
way we live our lives, and speak to others.
We respect that we are all children of God, and we want to discover Christ
in each other, encouraging personal growth in our individual relationship
with each other and with Jesus.
Worship is an integral part of our love for God, and we want our services
to reflect dignity and sensitivity as well as joy and thanksgiving.

St. Mark’s Church, Biggin Hill - People's Prayer
Dear God in Heaven who loves us so much,

Thank You for everything You do and provide for us.
We pray for Your church and community here in
Biggin Hill, that we may know Your plans for us

in this special town.
Especially, we pray for help in bringing all Your

children to You, so they may come to know You fully,
through our actions enabled by Your Spirit,

And through the life, teaching and example of
Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen
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Age UK - Bromley & Greenwich 0208 315 1850
Benefit Enquiry Line  0800 88 22 00
Biggin Hill Aperfield W.I. 01959 572591
Biggin Hill Blind Club 01959 572817
Biggin Hill Community Care Association 01959 577400
Biggin Hill Computer Club                                             bhcc.club@gmail.com
Biggin Hill Evening W.I. 01959 700973
Biggin Hill Horticultural Society 01959 575799
Biggin Hill Musical Theatre Company 01959 701829
Biggin Hill Residents Association -          07763 215037
Biggin Hill Rangers, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows 01959 575717
Biggin Hill Romanian Group 07802 575417
Biggin Hill Society 01959 572569
Biggin Hill Scout Group 01959 509247
Bromley Council – Office Hours    0208 464 3333
Bromley Council - Emergency out of hours  0300 303 8671
Bromley Social Services - Emergencies only 0203 036 1574
Bromley Assoc. for People with Disabilities (BATH) 0208 663 3345
Childline (confidential helpline for children) 0800 1111 (24 hr)
Citizen’s Advice Bureau (Bromley) 0208 315 1940
Community Links, Bromley  0208 315 1900
Crimestoppers 0800 555 111
Dial-a-Ride (For registration and enquiries) 0343 222 7777
Doctor’s Surgeries –

Stock Hill Surgery  01959 580011
Norheads Lane Surgery 01959 574488

Domestic Violence - 24hr Helpline 0808 2000 247
Electrical power cut -  to be connected to the local network operator 105
FOAL Farm (Friends of Animals League) 01959 572386
GAS Emergency 24 hr freephone 0800 111 999
National Childbirth Trust (Biggin Hill) 01959 572209 or 01959 701765
New Life Church  01959 571667
NHS help line when you need medical advice 111
Police: Non Emergency Reporting 101

Local Safer Neighbourhood Team: 020 8721 2820
Princess Royal University Hospital 01689 863000
St. Mark’s Parish Office 01959 577816
St. George’s Memorial Chapel 01959 570353
St. Theresa’s RC Church 01959 571404
Schools - Biggin Hill Primary 01959 575846

Charles Darwin Secondary 01959 574043
Cudham Primary 01959 572673
Oaklands Primary 01959 573963
Tatsfield Primary 01959 577356

Samaritans (Local branch) - 01689 833 000 24 hr - 08457 90 90 90
Textphone for hard of hearing 08457 90 91 92

Spitfire Youth Centre 01959 574835
St. John Ambulance 01959 701281
Thames Water 0845 920 0800
Trading Standards Rogue Traders Rapid Response 07903 852 090
Valley Hall Community Association 01959 573917/570020
Victim Support Scheme 0208 776 7071
Westerham Hill Baptist Church 01732 867516
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The Next Moving Church News

The Moving Church News is published every two months. For more
information or for advertisement enquiries please contact Neil Walker -
neil.walkerz@gmail.com - 01959 700815 or through the Parish Office

Contributions are welcome especially from local community groups or
schools. Please contact Neil as above.

Copy Deadline - 11th January
Publishing Date - 27th January

Keeping up with everything at St. Mark’s.
If you want to receive a regular email giving all of the details of
events and services at St. Mark’s please send your details to
Chris Walker. Her email is asnail@ntlworld.com. Your email

address will not be passed on to anyone else.

Photo Acknowledgements
Front cover - Gerault (Pixabay). Page 9 - Xresch (Pixabay).

Page 15 (background) -Moricore (Pixabay).
Pages 13  and 14 - Steve Stewart and Mark Newman.

Community Services in Biggin Hill
Hearing Aid Maintenance Clinic:

The clinic is held on the 4th Thursday of the month at St. Mark’s Centre
from 1pm to 2.30pm. Call in to have your NHS hearing aid cleaned and
collect new batteries - all free of charge. The clinic is run by the Charity
‘Hi Kent’. For more details please call 01622 691151 or go to
www.hikent.org.uk. No appointment is needed.

Shopping
BHCCA have an assisted shopping service that takes place every Friday

morning in Biggin Hill. It is for people who an unable to do their own
shopping. Shoppers are collected from their homes and taken to do their
shopping with help if needed. Please call 01959 577400 for more details

or email bigginhillcommunitycare@gmail.com



W. UDEN & SONS LTD
INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
MONUMENTAL MASONS

Est. 1881

186 Main Road, Biggin Hill
Tel: 01959 573130
(24hr answer service)

OFFERING A FULL SERVICE
PREPAID FUNERALS AVAILABLE

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
on the premises

Continuing to build on the family
traditions of personal and caring
service for over 100 years in the
area

We are always available to visit you personally to
make any necessary arrangements in the privacy of

your own home.

Branches at Petts Wood, Sidcup, Eltham,
Dulwich, Bexleyheath & Camberwell


