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St. Mark’s Parish Church,Biggin Hill
Church Road, Biggin Hill,Kent, TN16 3LB
Parish office: 01959 577816
Email: admin@movingchurch.org
St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org

Vicar Revd. Alison Newman 01959 540482
Church Wardens Patrick O Sullivan 01959 572684

Rohan Perera 01959 574355
Reader/Evangelist Mark Newman 01959 540482

For Hall Bookings, Baptism, Wedding and general enquiries,
please contact the Parish Office.

Office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
9.30 am to 12 noon

Services at St. Mark’s

First Sunday in the month

8.00am Communion -
Book of Common Prayer

10.30am All Age Worship

Other Sundays
10.30am Parish Communion

Wednesdays
10.00am Holy Communion Service

Worried? Problems?

We at St. Mark’s would like to help you. If you would like our

help, or simply want someone to talk to, please call
01959 540482 (Vicar),




Do you remember these events?

1953 New Zealander Edmund Hillary and Nepalese
Tenzing Norgay were the first to reach the summit of
Everest

1963 200,000 people marched on Washington in
support of civil rights; Dr. Martin Luther King
delivered his | Have a Dream speech

1973 The world’s first mobile phone call was made in
downtown Manhattan by Motorola employee
Martin Cooper

1983 In the UK, wearing a seatbelt was made
compulsory for drivers and front seat passengers

1993 Buckingham Palace opened its doors to the public
for the first time

2003 Lord of the Rings: The Return Of The King won
11 Oscars

2013 Prince George was born

What, for you, has been the most important event of this year?

You will have spotted that all of the above events are positive stories.
Not surprisingly, there are many more news stories that have caused
a negative impact on people over these same years. It would be a bit
depressing to draw up a long list of bad happenings!

One of the stories from 1993 that caused massive heart-searching in
the UK was the murder of Jamie Bulger. His abductors were just 10
years old. Until that time, our view of children was to consider them
as fairly innocent. The fact that two children still at primary school
carried out great evil was a massive talking point in the media. If
children are not pure and naive, what hope is there?

At Christmas we celebrate the ultimate good news story. Everyone
loves a baby, especially with a few sheep, angels and stars thrown
in! However, this good news story turns bad: Jesus the baby

becomes Jesus the full-grown man, who is put on a Roman cross.
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What purpose did that serve? We read in the Bible: The reason
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the deuvil.

This Christmas at St Mark’s we will be celebrating God’s global
rescue plan, because all of us need saving from the wrong in the
world, of which each of us is a part. We'll be pleased if you can
join us at one of our services.

Wishing you a blessed Christmas, and a happy and
positive New Year!

Mark Newman

ST MARK’S 100 CLUB!

We are inviting you to join St Mark’s 100 Club for 2024 or to renew %our
membership. Over the past fewtyears there have been almost 6
people who have signed up to this fundraising venture. Perhaps this will
the year we reach the magic number of 100!!!

How does it work? 100 people will pay £15.00 each for the year of 2024
and then every month, one name out of those 100 people will be drawn
to receive a cash prize of £30!

Why not invite your family members and friends to join!

Don’t forget - ALL profits go to church funds and we are
continuing to raise funds for a new lighting system!

Please complete the form below and return it along with the £15 to
Chris Walker (6 Moselle Road Biggin Hill) or drop it in to the Parish
Office. Please add any extra names on the form below if you wish or
ask for another form! Thank You
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OF ST MARK’S 100 CLUB

January - December 2024

(Cash or Cheques payable to St Mark’s PCC)



St. Mark’s Church Festival of Baptism

Saturday April 27+ 2024 10.00am - 3.00pm

In the last edition of the Moving Church News | wrote
about St Mark’s Festival of Baptism in 2024. Just to make
sure you don’t forget I’'m sending you a reminder! We will
be displaying clothes which children have been wearing
when they were baptised/christened either in St Marks
Church itself but also those which were used to baptise
children elsewhere over the years. We already have some
ready to display but would love to receive even more! So if
you have tucked away (as so many of us do!) the outfit your
child or you yourself wore, or even one worn over more
generations, we would love to show everyone. If you have
any photographs of the day especially any taken in or
around the church they would be a wonderful addition. | realise that for so
many people in the community St Mark’s is your church and so it would be
great to look back over the years and see once again the faces of both those
who were baptised/christened here and also of their families.

To add a little more nostalgia to the day we also plan to show some of the toys
those children would have played with as they grew up. Now | know for
certain that many of you have those stored away in the attic for the next
generation or just because they bring back so many memories. We plan to
have at least one train set laid out for you to try, maybe even a Scalextric? So
lots of fun to be had by all. (And, of course, there will also be cake!).

We will take good care of anything you lend us -please don’t forget to put your
name and address on anything you send us! We are starting to collect material
now and any contributions will be gladly accepted so please contact either the
Parish Office on 01959 577816 or me on 01959 576093. Let’s look forward to
an interesting, nostalgic and fun filled day for all the family!

Caroline Budimir. Assistant Churchwarden

If there is righteousness in the heart
There will be beauty in the character
If there is beauty in the character
There will be harmony in the home
If there is harmony in the home
There will be order in the nation
When there is order in each nation,
There will be peace in the world.

Sent by Barry Bevan




Meet the author of Grandfather’s Biggin Hill
Part 2

When John came into possession of the photographic
dry plates in the late 1970s, he was fascinated by the
vague images he could see when he held them up to
the light. He had no idea how to produce photographs
| from them, but knew of a photographic shop on the
corner of Widmore Road, Bromley, next to the old
Police Station. John took some of the plates to the sho
where the assistant assembled various trays, bottles o
chemicals and packets of paper on the counter and
proceeded to demonstrate how to carry out the photo
printing process. Back home, John converted his loft
into a dark room and began producing photographs, the first results being
quite amazing.

John Nelson's grandfather had come to Biggti)n Hill in 1903, dying in 1928.
He was a highly professional photographer, but the quality of his work in
Biggin Hill was limited because there was no electricity. His father, John's
great-grandfather, Alfred Nugent Nelson, had been involved in the earl

days of Fhotography starting off in Dublin in a company called Nelson
Marshall. His company took photos and supplied cartes de visite, to notable
people including opera singers, and some of these cards are held in the
collections of The National Gallery bearing the name Nelson & Marshall and
The Ro?/al Dublin School of Photography. He moved to London in the 1850s
and built up a lucrative wholesale photographic business and studio in
Twickenham but sadly went bankrupt after having failed to properly protect
his inventions with patents. He had employed several of his children in his
business and they all moved to other parts of the country to open their own
photographic studios.

In this way John’s grandfather, William Henry Nelson, came to Biggin Hill.
He was told that the world was his oyster because Frederick Henry Dougal
had bought the Aperfield Manor a few years previously in 1895 and people
were coming to build their houses and settle in Biggin Hill.

At times when his regular work permitted,
i i John’s grandfather, in order to promote
View of Kng's Road towards business, used to call on people in the village
Norheads Lane to ask if they would like him to take a
et ot uss rearabean | photograph of them, perhaps working in their
garden. ‘A picture of your house? Bring the
family out and we'll do a photo. No
obligation to buy!’ Not everyone did buy the
| photographs but William survived
comfortably, engaging with his principal
source of income which was the making
and seIIin? of picture postcards of Bigﬁm
Hill and all the other villages around. He
held a licence to sell postage stamps which
was confirmation of his being a person of




character and integrity and John still has the original licence in his
possession.

By the late 1970s people who had become aware of the existence of the
photographic plates and developed photos, suggested to John he might
give some illustrated local history talks to village groups. He transferred a
number of the old photos on to slides, and also took up-to-date pictures of
the same locations. With his projector and screen he was then able to give
talks to a wide variety of local organisations which were much appreciated.
At this point someone said, why don't you write a book? This project took a
year, involving time spent on research in Bromley Library reading old
newspapers and searching maps. It also entailed several visits to Kent
Archives in Maidstone to bring to light the history of the Aperfield Estate
going back to Norman times. There were also visits to Cudham and
Downe churches and personal interviews with countless old Biggin Hill

residents. John's wife  _ Stella, as has been
Tray, shfl 35 the bottom said, was a very
of Stock Hill : competent secretary,
e ol recorded his narrative in

shorthand and
== transcribed it. John decided to self-publish,
== and at Christmas 1985 Grandfather’s Biggin
Hill was on sale.

The books were printed in hardback and
paperback and John was advised to have an
extra thousand dust jackets printed. On the

~ inside of the jacket was laid out some publicity
material and a purchase application form. John, Stella, their son Alex, their
daughter Saralie and her boyfriend deposited one of these leaflets in the
letterbox of every accessible house in Biggin Hill. Even before they got
home from the first round of leafleting, they'd sold a dozen copies. At that
Christmas husbands were buying the books as presents for wives and the
wives buying them for their husbands. The first thousand copies were soon
gone and eventually 2,500 were sold.

In 2010 there was a revised edition. Simon Finch,
who worked for Bromley Council, told John that the
Council had done a series of local histories, and
wanted to reprint John's book as number six. John
conducted an update on certain details, for example,
one of the photos of a bungalow had been
mis-identified in the first edition, the reason bein
that many bungalows came in kit form and therefore
there was room for misinterpretation. An index,
prepared by Simon Finch, was also included, and
John sat for half a day signing copies of the new
edition in Biggin Hill Library.

John remembers Rev Vivian Symons (1951-65) as inspirational, leading by
example and encouragement. Going back further, he recalls Rev Kenneth
Horner (1945-51) being very academic; Rev Raymond Allanson (1937-45)
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and his daughter, Rosemary, being enormously funny; even further back he
recites the reported infamous phrase by Rev Charles Bassett (1928-37): ‘I
preside over a parish of crooks and crocks.’ There was apparently a
meeting organised on Biggin Hill Green in response to this accusation,
where the vicar was criticized for having said such words about
respectable crooks! When Raymond Allanson was vicar during WW2, John
and his brother Peter sang in the choir of the old St Mark’s Church whilst
their mother played the organ.

John recalls with fondness the spring and summer pre-war weekends
when hundreds of cyclists came out from London up to Biggin Hill. There
were various cyclists rests, from Leaves Green up to Westerham Hill,
where riders could get their refreshments but also leave their bikes for a
few pence, and go for walks to Tatsfield, Cudham, Knockholt, or Downe.
Cyclists would pick bluebells and primroses and take them back home
packed tightly in their saddlebags. Among the cyclists cafés The Teapot
was the most popular, opened by a Belgian named Alphonse Haentjens
who was one of thousands of Belgian refugees who escaped to England
during WWI. Members of the RAF delighted in stealing the big red teapot
from its stand on Main Road.

In days gone by, the surface of every side road in Biggin Hill during wet
weather used to be covered in mud. John remembers Sutherland Avenue
having deep ruts where the carts came through. People used to laugh at
the thought of living in Biggin Hill, but now, with the new boundary
changes, it will become an even more desirable place to reside: the
parliamentary constituency of Bromley and Biggin Hill!

Mark Newman

Five Eimsg PCM are ¢

Sl mum 12pm o
lhur Hl'l:trnd Fﬂdw ﬂl wew manith
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Registered Charity

No: 1056336 Wednesday
Lunch Club
The Friendly Club!

Enjoy a warm welcome at our Lunch Club
which is open from 12.15pm until 2pm. A three
course meal is provided which is cooked on
the premises. Afterwards hot drinks are
served. Transport within Biggin Hill can be
provided at a small cost.

Bi ge in Hill Our Day Centre provides a friendly

and sociable environment where

you will be supported by our
D a y c en t re professional care staff.
Start the day with a cuppa and a chat!
Morning and afternoon activities. Three course lunch cooked on the
premises. Transport option for Biggin Hill residents. The Centre is
open on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Provides respite for carers

Supporting people over 50

Do you have difficulty doing Assisted
your grocery shopping? s h o) p p i n g

Our Assisted Shopping takes place on Friday mornings and is for
Biggin Hill residents who live independently but need help with their
weekly grocery shop. Call Annette on 01959 700411.

Our Art Group meets on Wednesdays from

2pm. Everyone is welcome from novice to

expert. Light refreshments are provided. A
small donation is requested for each session.

All places must be booked in advance. For more
information, please call us on 01959 577400 or
email bigginhillcommunitycare@gmail.com.
You can also visit our website:
bigginhillcommunitycare.org or scan the QR code.
We hire St. Mark’s Hall, Church Road for our Day

» Centre, Lunch Club and Art Group.




At St. Mark’s.....
IEEISIERE [ oeby & Todder Grow |

St. Mark’s Music - songs Every Monday from
and fellowship with a lively touch. 10.00 am in the Church Hall

. during school terms. Contact the
Call Chris on 01999 700815 forparish Office for details - 01959

577816 - or just come along.

| Home Groups | [ BellRingng |

Please contact the Parish Office

Home groups meet every
fortnight for fellowship and Bible on 01959 577816
Study. For more information | 15t Bigain Hill Guides |

contact Alison on 01959 540482

Please contact Rosemary
Spurway on 01959 575717

ALLENBY
—— O OACH HIRE

DAY TRIPS BIGGIN HILL
Prick up opposite Wadtrose, Main Road

Fri 1 Decpminer -London Liphds with P & Chips E37pp

Fri & Dieamieer — FLULL W' cfaster Chrstmas Masket £13pp

Vel L3 Depember — FULL Canbarbury Ohrishras Market £2Zpp

zat 10 Decembar — Chresmes Dghts, Kew Gardens £A7pp

Men 1E Ducamber — Chimsbmes Lorch aib thie Begal Masal Collage B 9 rea s Temr, Gaanwick 86500
Thawrs ZE December — Chrisknas Lghis 28 Bedgebury, Kent E41pp aoult £35 50pp chiha

ﬂ WISHING O SFASO'S GREETIMNGS & A HAFPY NEW YEAR h

JAMUARY 2024 WATH OUR NIEW BLORING SYSTERM

Ved LD Jeruery — Billestone Diving Mus=um, Basirgstoke £38pp

Thars 1E lsrmpary — Eoesed Pdpgmsym, London FSEqn

Wi'ed 51 January — Fulhaen Palace sedith Suided Toeuwr, Landon £323p0

Maon 5 Febroary — Strawizerry Hll House, Twicsenhern E40pp

W'ed L& Febneary — Snowdrops 2f Baiemarns, Sussey price T Exdpe Ad £3Hpp
Thesrs: 2 Melbruary — MusewsT of Fovses with guided tour, Maldon C3¥po
Tuws 27 Fehruary — Blenheim Falaces, Waoadwico: F4%5ee

Eat 9 piarch — Sk House, Masbuny £24pp

Farch - Polasden Lecy, Dorking, Date THE

Fri 22 Pdarch — Owy o Brghban £24pp

Thawrs 2B Mards - Boswilketls Arimal Fark, Bekeshournns E4XZpp

Trars 11 Spril — Highdere Caste - E450

Vel 24 Aprd — & Doy in #hikdshle 2900

Tal : (MERS 330005 aor Emuail enquiricsiallenbyooachhine. o ok wearw. Alleningeoa ch hire oo ek

T FF 2 F F AR FF ¥ 2 F
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frodl ae i e cbeapt bivt

simmingworid.co.uk

BIGGIN WILL

BLUNDELLS SAVASH CLVB

TAIL LANE

(OPP CHARLES DARWIN SCHOOL)
TNIG SAV

WEDNESDAYS AT 10:00AM + 6:00PM
CALL SOPHIE ON 07929 S6522¢F

dmy“

g vl e cem t ¥y T - Twrriey e
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The Chartwell Chariilss
Wills and Legacy Giving

Making a lasting difference by leaving a
charitable gift in your will.

Your legacy will not only transform the lives of
cancer and leukaemia patients for many years to
come by supporting the work we do, it will ensure
that your family will benefit by the reduction of
inheritance tax on your estate.

SCAN HERE

to find out more

Every gift we receive is committed to
improving facilities, funding clinical
research and capital projects, enhancing
staffing levels, as well as delivering a range
of support to young oncology patients and
their families in our local communities.

CONTACT: www.chartwellcancertrust.co.uk/leave-a-legacy-in-your-will/
info@chartwellcancertrust.co.uk
www.chartwellcancertrust.co.uk

01959 570322 i

REG. CHARITY REG. CHARITY
NO. 1109784 NO. 1162007



BRIGHTLIGHT
Electrician

Private & Commercial

NAPIT Part P registered
J.1.B. qualified
Over 30 years experience

Rewires
Additional points
Lighting
EV chargers
EICR test
Fuseboard upgrades

Call Terry on 07930 673210
brightlight01@btinternet.com

Volunteer
Car Drivers

L

Biggin Hill Community Care
Association needs volunteer
drivers who are willing to use
their own car to bring members
to and from the activities on an
occasional rota. Please contact
us for more details.

01959 577400
bigginhillcommunitycare
@gmail.com

*+,
Oven
leards

"-I.H'-u.munu.“n S0 O S0 T e D

WE R IR AR T 30 RO OO haee e

Call inday va e o oy, baby, colracen of bga poles omaly
uand

Rob Hadglyianni contact details

Ted 0B FRAEES Pok, OTF5T 125157
[ ' mal rob haedghplen rl i cvoss bards com

WAL LN S
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e
g *Chvistmus at St. YNark’s

e Sunday 17t December
6.30 pm 9 Lessons and Carols
Refreshments served afterwards

Monday 18" December
3pm ‘A Blue Christmas’
3 sA quiet reflective service for those who will be finding
Christmas difficult this year.

i AdNE Wednesday 20th December
s %  6.30pm A Christmas Miscellany
- Carols, poems, drama.

Wear your Christmas Jumper!

Friday 22" December
{‘%am -12pm Christmas Messy Church!

ﬁ (See page 18)

dlseg®.  Christmas Eve
ristingle services at 3pm and 5pm
onderful way to celebrate Jesus’ birth. For all the family.

The chlldre%lﬁecelve Christingles.

Aristmas Day 10.30am J’E
ily Comrr;??) " Y

opgn stmas present i _

oW the coﬁ&@"étlonl i



The wedding of Joshua
Olaifa and Cheyenne Dixon
which took place at St
Mark's on
Saturday 26th August.

- ™ - T ...‘:'.-

The photo shows Aston
Blyth with his parents
Dylan and Courtney.

Aston was baptised at St

Marks on 5th November.

April and Austin Chipping were
baptised on 1st October. Their
parents are Paul and Marizza.




Our next
Messy Church

for all the family is
Christmas Messy Church
on Friday 22nd December
10am -12pm.

Come along and enjoy games, crafts,
mince pies and fun!

Orchawrd 24hr
Garderv Emergency , 5
g * l._.."" Maintenance P|umbing
e & Heating
Making your dev o delight! .
. gereer Service
e mowing » weeding
o digging « planting
e pruning » hedge trimming
* pressure washing Registered installer of Aquilisa Showers
Phone : 01959 570244 All types of WATER TREATMENT
tmails orchawdgordening.tnl 6@gmail.com and DRAIN WORK
All types of PLUMBING & HEATING
SERVICING of GAS BOILERS
Your local . Saving heating costs
friendl y pe st
company - DAVID RUDD
& SON

MIP RP
Registered Plumber

Tel: 01959 577072

. Mobile: 07831 641664
Contact us for expert advice GAS SAFE REGISTERED

O 1 959 565 777 Established 32 years

info@safeguardpestcontrol.co.uk

P . (O
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Church Registers

BAPTISMS

“We welcome you in the name of the Lord”

April Alyssa Chipping
Austin Anthony Chipping
Aston Ray Blyth

FUNERALS
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His
compassion never fails; every morning they are renewed”

Harold Aldridge (RAF Chapel)

BURIAL OF ASHES

Grace Percy
Philip Martin

Flowers for Church

If you would like to make a
donation towards the cost of
flowers in church for a
particular week, to mark an
anniversary or a special
event, please contact either
Caroline Budimir on 01959
576093 or the Parish Office
on 01959 577816
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Gateway fo the GI-&J;

Betts - 11

: Can Mlevis Guest Hous

For all your floral
requirements

FLORIST

A personal service at a
competitive price!

Lily of the
Valley

309, Main Road (opposite St.
Winifred’s Road)
Biggin Hill TN16 3JJ

01959 571445

www.lily-of-the-valley.co.uk

Mobile
Chiropodist

Chiropody undertaken
in the comfort of
your own home

Mandy Gifford m.mnstcnp

HCPC Registered

|Registered Member of the Institute

of Chiropody and Podiatry

Tel: 07944 763045

40 years’
experience

SEWING EEHUIEE

Wedding Dress Alterations Specialist

Ladies & Gents Garments
Alterations, Restyling & Repairs

Biggin Hill
01959 546 551
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dhe Biggin dftill & Pistrict gfforticultural ociety

As we enter winter, the Biggin Hill Horticultural Society takes a short
break. However, the committee continue with their sterling work
organising events for 2024 and finishing off the schedule for printing.
The schedule will be delivered to you in January, membership fee of
£10 plus a beautiful, coloured calendar, free. Should you wish to donate
towards to the calendar, you are very welcome!

We have another wide range of talks for 2024 to whet your appetite. We
will be starting off with Bees in the garden, so important in the garden to
pollinate flowers and vegetables. Followed by Chartwell and Winston
Churchill’s influence, trees for small gardens, Painshill Park, and the
history of the Crystal Palace, not the football team, but the huge
glasshouse created by Joseph Paxton. Visit the Crystal Palace Park
Trust website for more information. The remaining talks for next year
can be found in our annual schedule book.

Please come along, free to members, £3 for non-members, tea, coffee
and biscuits will be on offer plus your usual trade table to purchase you
garden sundries. Also encourage your friends, neighbours and relations
to come along, I'm sure they will enjoy the ambiance and an interesting
talk. Should you need more information or wish to join the Biggin Hill
Horticultural Society, please do not hesitate and call
Chairman, Nick Hagon on 01959 575799 between 6
and 9 pm. Nick Hagon

From all the team, we wish everyone a super
Christmas, a happy, peaceful and healthy New Year.
Looking forward to seeing you all, ready for the new
growing season!

Best Wishes

It's so easy. .

e suppert 51 Mark's Chunck
and pou d:r-ny-h ald your desstion oo
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LYY
KeepinF IT E
Simple

Solving all your technical support worries, calmly and patiently
in your own home, by someone who cares

= Mew Device Setup

> Instruction & Tuition

= Cleaning & Cooling

= Wirus & Malware Removal
> Hardware Upgrades

> Remote Support

= Small Business Support

> WiFi Routers & Networking
= Cloud Storage

> Data Backup

> Data Recovery

= E-mail Support

= PCs & Laptops

= Printers

> Smartphones

> Tablets

= Televisions

> Wireless Security Cameras

Over 65s

15 of
your first hour
of tuitien

07375 416 176



Our Biggin Hill Heroes

Have enabled weekly donations of vital goods fo be delivered fo the
Collection Point in Brasted.

This campaign, initiated by Westerham U3A, has touched the hearts
of Biﬁgin HiTl folk, and on behalf of the Ukraine People, I thank you
for all’your help.

Sadly, the war goes on with increasing levels of brutality. The Winter
conditions facing the troops are ever more challenging.

Priority items now include:

Medical - tourniquets; bandages; all kinds of dressings, burn
treatments; microporous tape; cool packs: antiseptics & eye washes.
Pain relief; vitamins; muscle relief ointments; Imodium; Sene cot;
antacids & fungal relief for feet.

/t\)Aedical aids: crutches; slings; leg, arm and knee braces. Medical
oots.

Clothing - military; men's Tee-shirts & footwear.

All sizes of ftents; winter weight sleeping bags; camp-beds;
groundsheets, & mats

Stoves; small burners; candles; camping cutlery & all in one lidded
eating pots etc.

Lynne Martin. 01959 576144 funkystork2@hotmail.co.uk

Let us stand together and continue our valiant efforts for
Ukrainian people

Come Dancing!
Every Thursday Morning

at Shirley Cox Dance Studio
24, Aperfield Road, Biggin Hill, TN16 3LU

Dancing from 10am to 12noon

Enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and biscuits
Meet new friends & have a friendly chat

Whole session £12 01959 572859
Your 15t Thursday morning FREE!
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Biggin Hill Residents’ Association

HELLO from your Residents Association! With Christmas just around the corner and
tithe year drawing to a close, we are as busy as ever, planning lots of exciting new
events for Biggin Hill in 2024. Stay tuned to our social media for news of our next
quiz night, our St Patrick’s Day celebrations and the return of our Easter Egg hunt for
all the family!

The redesign of our website continues, and we hope to be able to relaunch this in
the new year, making it easier for our residents to join the association and to engage
with all things Biggin Hill. The Residents Association aims to be a hub for our
community where you can seek information, support and advice and engage with
other residents, schools, and businesses. Please do consider becoming a member of
the Residents Association and help us to improve Biggin Hill and the surrounding
area: https://bigginhillresidentsassociation.co.uk

October saw our AGM, held at New Life Church and we are pleased to say we had
an excellent turn out. It was fabulous to meet with members of our community who
came to hear more about the Resident’s Association, The Biggin Hill Sheds and the
relaunch of our Neighbourhood Watch ‘Radar’ scheme from our Local Councillors.
Our special guests included our young winner of the Bob Shekyls
award, Rodney Cairns, together with our local policing team who
were keen to share all things ‘policing’ in the pipeline. It would be
amiss not to mention the cheese and wine too, kindly donated by
Waitrose Biggin Hill. Thank you for your continued support.

We were overwhelmed to see the huge support this year for our
poppy appeal. The Residents Association were able to donate
hundreds of pounds to the Royal British Legion once again, through the generosity
of our residents. Thank you to everyone who donated and who sponsored a poppy
for the village display in memory of a loved one. They were remembered.....

Turning to our next event, the BHRA are thrilled to announce details of our Biggin Hill
Pantomime which is coming to our village this December. The Shrinking Santa Suit is
a brilliantly written original pantomime which will provide some Christmas fun for all
the family! It is not too late to get your tickets so please read on for details:

1 The Panto will be held at New Life Church on 1*t and
2" December. Tickets are £10 pp via our website
at: info@bigginhillresidentsassociation.co.uk
Ticket sales are also being supported by some of
our high street businesses and you can purchase
yours here:

. On The Beach

. Caffe Isabella

. Blundell’s

All children receive a free Christmas gift with every
ticket, and we look forward to seeing you all there

- .'I- i .
. The Shrinking
: Sanba Sull
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What Angels Eat For Breakfast

“Can’t sleep” sighed Alice parting the curtain of the window by her bed and
staring at the shiny black surface of the window behind.

The room was dark except the light that crept under the bedroom door that
was just enough for me to see the pale oval of Alice’s face and make out the
bulge of her raised knees under the duvet.

My name’s Johosaphat but most of the host call me Jo and, now and then,
when | get fed up with all the sm%lntg_, | pop in to say hello. Mostly we chat,
and while Alice asks me about what it’s like to live in Out, where it is, what
angels eat for breakfast and loads of other questions, | ask her about what it's

like to live in In. But, tonight, Alice had other things on her mind.
“What's the time?” she whispered.

‘I've no idea,” | replied cowing her whisper. Angels can do lots of things but
tt?lllnkg the time isn’t one of them. There’s no time in Out and no need for
clocks.

“You can't tell the time!” Alice exclaimed loudly and then in a whisper “Mum
and dad are still up and I'm meant to be asleep.”

We both listened intently hoping that Alice’s voice hadn’t been heard, but it
had, and a few moments later the door opened and two heads appeared.
_Forityn?tely, Alice had slithered down between the sheets and closed her eyes
justin time.

“It couldn’t have been her,” whispered one of the heads. “She’s asleep”
confirmed the other with a nod and after both heads glanced round the room
the door closed.

In case you're wondering - No, angels aren’t invisible. The rules are that we
must try not to be seen stepping from Out to In or In to Out but otherwise
there are no restrictions and you might see us in the most unexpected places.
Oh, and while I'm at it, I'll answer your other question. Angels only have a
light breakfast. We feed on the light that radiates from God’s throne.

“The night seems endless,” whispered Alice after all was quiet. “I've been
awake for hours,” she moaned, “The butterflies won’t stop flitting around my
st_on&e,\,ch and thoughts of what tomorrow might bring keep racing through my
mind.

“What tomorrow might bring?” | repeated.

“Surely you must know it's Christmas!” exclaimed Alice but this time keeping
her voice in a whisper.

“Of course, | know about Christmas.” | replied somewhat indi%nantl . “l was
among those who appeared to the shepherds and I'm in the ‘Herald Angels’,” |

said with a hint of pride. “We’re mentioned in one of your carols”.

‘Isn’t it always Christmas in heaven?” asked Alice. _

There are no days in Out but that’s not to say we’re stuck in one long day and
nothing ever changes. Celebrations come and go and we love them all, but
especially Christmas.
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We didn’t understand what was happening when the Boss’s son, Jesus. set
aside his power and ?Iory to become a fragile baby and live in your world but
once we realised that he did so to defeat death and make it possible for all
mankind to be reconciled to His Dad we could hardly contain our joy. The
Christmas parties that we have in Out are amazing.” More feasting, more
singing, more dancing, more Iaughter more w_hooPs of joy and praise than you
can (—j-,t\)/Ierulmaglne ending in wonderous worship of the One who made it all
possible.

For a moment | felt overwhelmed by the love that God had shown to mankind
and | sensed that Alice too had caught a glimpse of the wonder of Christmas.

“'Il;hat sounds like heaven,” breathed Alice as she pulled the duvet up to her
chin

“Can’t you make the night go faster?” she asked sleepily.

“It'll be gone in a jiffy,” | promised and as Alice closed her eyes time hurtled
towards the coming day.

| stood in silence looking at her face and listening to her breathing and after a
few moments | reached over and closed the gap in the curtain so she wouldn’t
be woken by the dawn that was already showing along the top edge of the
dark window pane.

“Merry Christmas,” | whispered as | crept to the bedroom door. “I must fly,” |
added and after one last look | stepped out.

And Merry Christmas to you too.
Stuart Wells

il Vlork The Plce

HI, PHEE
i
s

i1

:
]
2
H

v = '
A crochet pattern for a
b B b g bookmark found by Laura
. Brown

i

3
:

ik
Hi

2

~



Wetroom and Bathroom
Installations

Specialising in wetrooms for the last 8 years.
All of my work comes with a one year
guarantee, £5-million public liability insured.

If you've been told by other tradesmen that you
can't have a wetroom, then get in touch.

General repairs - leak detection - replacements

Phone Gary on 07722 809856
bathrooms.gary@gmail.com
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We Will Remember Them

We attended the Flag Pole Service of Remembrance on Saturday
11th November at 11 o'clock. A small gathering of residents
accompanied us as we paid homage to our fallen war heroes.

Sunday morning saw Sophie attend St George's Chapel, The
Strongest Link, to lay a wreath on behalf of the Mayor of Bromley

Melanie attended St Marks
Church Holy Communion
and then headed with the f
parade to the War Memorial @
accompanied by
respresentatives of all our
churches, our bugler Ava
and other dignitaries.

We were joined by the ATC
2427 marching drum band
and over 60 Cadets, along
with the other uniformed
organisations We were met s 3
at the War Memorial by 3
100's of residents.

Melanie Stevens — 07900 171 266 — melanie.stevens@bromley.gov.uk
Sophie Dunbar — 07929 365228 — sophie.dunbar@bromley.gov.uk

The people of St. Mark’s Church would like you to
know that we pray for Biggin Hill regularly.

If you would like us to pray for you, someone you know or for
something that concerns you, please let us know and we will be happy
to do so. In order to comply with the Data Protection Regulations,
please ensure you have the permission of the person to be prayed for.

Please contact the Church office. The times the office is open can be
found on page four. A message can be left on the answer machine
outside of these times - 01959 577816

If you prefer, you could send your prayer request to St. Mark’s Vicarage,
10, Church Road, Biggin Hill, Kent TNI6 3LB




COMMUNITY TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Age UK - Bromley & Greenwich
Benefit Enquiry Line
Biggin Hill Aperfield W.I.
Biggin Hill Community Care Association
Biggin Hill Councillors: Melanie Stevens
Sophie Dunbar
Jonathan Andrews (Darwin)

Biggin Hill Evening W.I.
Biggin Hill Horticultural Society
Biggin Hill Library
Biggin Hill Musical Theatre Company
Biggin Hill Residents Association -
Biggin Hill Rangers, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
Biggin Hill Romanian Group
Biggin Hill Society
Biggin Hill Scout Group
Bromley Council — Office Hours
Bromley Council - Emergency out of hours
Bromley Social Services --- child referrals
Bromley Social Services --- adult referrals
Childline (confidential helpline for children)
Citizen’s Advice Bureau (Bromley)
Community Links, Bromley
Crimestoppers
Dial-a-Ride (For registration and enquiries)
Doctor’s Surgeries —

Stock Hill Surgery

Norheads Lane Surgery
Domestic Violence - 24hr Helpline

0208 315 1850
0800 88 22 00
01959 571360
01959 577400
07900 171266
07929 365228
07811 313 559
01959 700973

01959 575799
01959 528053

01959 701829
07763 215037
01959 575717
07802 575417
01959 572569
07983 447721
0208 464 3333
0300 303 8671
0208 461 7373
0208 461 7777

0800 1111 (24 hr)

0208 315 1940
0208 315 1900
0800 555 111

0343 222 7777

01959 580011
01959 574488
0808 2000 247

Electrical power cut - to be connected to the local network operator 105

FOAL Farm (Friends of Animals League)
GAS Emergency 24 hr freephone
National Childbirth Trust (Biggin Hill)
New Life Church
NHS help line when you need medical advice
Police: Non Emergency Reporting
Local Safer Neighbourhood Team:

Princess Royal University Hospital
St. Mark’s Parish Office
St. George’s Memorial Chapel
Schools - Biggin Hill Primary

Charles Darwin Secondary

Cudham Primary

Oaklands Primary

Tatsfield Primary
Samaritans (Local branch) - 01689 833 000

Textphone for hard of hearing

Spitfire Youth Centre
St. John Ambulance
Thames Water
Trading Standards Rogue Traders Rapid Response
Valley Hall Community Association
Victim Support Scheme
Westerham Hill Baptist Church

01959 572209 or

24 hr -

01959 572386
0800 111 999
01959 701765
01959 571667
111
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020 8721 2820
01689 863000
01959 577816
01959 570353
01959 575846
01959 574043
01959 572673
01959 573963
01959 577356
08457 90 90 90
08457 90 91 92
01959 574835
01959 701281
0845 920 0800
07903 852 090

01959 573917/570020

0208 776 7071
01732 867516



The Next Moving Church News

Month Deadline | Distributed from
February - March | 19" January| 4" February
April-May 8" March 24" March
June - July 17" May 2" June
August - September| 12" July 280 July

The Moving Church News is published every two months. For more

information or for advertisement enquiries please contact Neil Walker -
neil.walkerz@gmail.com - 01959 700815 or through the Parish Office

Contributions are welcome especially from local community groups or
schools. Please contact Neil as above.

Parish office: 01959 577816

Email: admin@movingchurch.org
St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org

“ st mark's biggin hill - 'the moving church'

Keeping up with
everything at St. Mark’s.

If you want to receive a regular
email giving all of the details of
events and services at St. Mark’s
please send your details to Chris
Walker. Her email is chrissy.
walkerz@gmail.com. Your email
address will not be passed on to
anyone else.

ADVERTISE HERE!
An ad in full colour costs from
just £60 per year.

3100 copies of the Moving
Church News are distributed in

Biggin Hill every 2 months

Provide your own material or we will
design an ad. for you

Contact Neil for more details
01959 700815
neil.walkerz@gmail.com
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W. UDEN & SONS LTD

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Est. 1881

186 Main Road, Biggin Hill
Tel: 01959 573130

(24hr answer service)

OFFERING A FULL SERVICE
PREPAID FUNERALS AVAILABLE

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
on the premises

Continuing to build on the family

fraditions of personal and caring
service for over 100 years in the

area

We are always available to visit you personally to
make any necessary arrangements in the privacy of
your own home.

Branches at Petts Wood, Sidcup, Eltham,
Dulwich, Bexleyheath & Camberwell




