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Call Today for a Free Quotation With No Obligation

All Work Insured and Fully Guaranteed For 10 Years
14 Day Cooling Off Period

Office: 01322517 568
Direct: 07766447 939

www.masonscontractors.co.uk
Email: info@masonscontractors.co.uk
Unit 25, Maypole Crescent,Darent Industrial Park, Erith DA8 2JZ

Every Contract installed via this advertisement will
result in a donation to St. Mark’s Church!




Welcome to the Moving Church News
the bi-monthly magazine of

St. Mark’s Church, Biggin Hill

Forthcoming Events

Christmas Tree Festival
28th - 30th November See page 19

Christmas Fair
Saturday 29th November 10am - 2pm

See page 19
Christmas at St. Mark’s
See page 28
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St. Mark’s Parish Church,Biggin Hill
Church Road, Biggin Hill, Kent, TN16 3LB
Parish office: 01959 577816
Email: admin@movingchurch.org
St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org

Vicar - The position is vacant at this time.

Church Wardens Patrick O Sullivan 01959 572684
Caroline Budimir 01959 576093

For Hall Bookings, Baptism, Wedding and general enquiries,
please contact the Parish Office.

Office hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
9.30 am to 12 noon

Services at St. Mark’s
First Sunday in the month
10.30am All Age Worship

Other Sundays
10.30am Parish Communion

Wednesdays
10.00am Holy Communion Service




The Donkey’s Tale

These days, when it comes to Christmas heroes, it’'s a red nosed
reindeer that grabs the limelight and, in fairness, the reindeer,
and in particular Rudolph, do have a claim to fame and a good
story to tell. Despite being ridiculed for the colour of his nose it's
Rudolph’s glowing hooter that comes to the rescue when a foggy
night threatened to ground Santa and disrupt his delivery
schedule.

But while the reindeer might hog the Christmas headlines it's we
donkeys who have the more amazing tale to tell.

It's a long trek from Nazareth to Bethlem and, with a precious
burden on my back, | had to tread carefully. It seemed that
everyone was on the move and, with the inns full, there was little
choice but to spend each night in the open, sleeping under the
stars, huddled together for warmth. While the man occasionally
slipped from under his blanket to stir the fire back to life, it was
me who guarded the family, sniffing the air and pricking up my
ears to sense the approach of any danger.

When we finally reached Bethlehem, we were all exhausted and,
with no room in the inn, we all ended up in the stable for the
night — and what a night it was.

At first, the silence of the dark night was broken only by the
comforting sound of hay being munched and an occasional
satisfied snort and grunt and so, we were soon asleep. But then,
the woman cried out in pain and there was pandemonium.
Lamps were hurriedly lit, people came running and for a couple
of hours the stable was full of screams of pain and anxious
chatter until a final gasp and a baby’s cry brought smiles to
faces.

They called the baby Jesus and, after everyone left, they laid him
in my manger, for me to keep an eye on, while he and they slept.

| was probably the only one to have heard the sound of distant
singing, but then some shepherds arrived shouting about singing
angels and the peace of the night was shattered for a second



time. As the baby grew into a boy, he and | become good friends.
| loved him and he me.

But that’s not the end of the story. Many years later, | and my
colt were standing in the sun tethered to a ring when some men
arrived and untied us both. “Our master needs them,” they said
when challenged.

You can imagine how amazed | was to be reunited with my friend
Jesus and how proud to be with him as he rode my colt into
Jerusalem surrounded by an adoring crowd. But the jubilation
didn’t last and a few days later he was executed by the Romans.
They say, although he never did wrong, he died as a punishment
for all the wrong we have done and as a result he is able to offer
a fresh start and a clear conscience to anyone who is willing to
reach out and receive his gift of forgiveness.

So, as we ponder the wonder of God’s intervention in human
history and celebrate the arrival of his son Jesus by the giving
and receiving of gifts, let's consider the priceless gift that God is
offering and reach out to receive it this Christmas.

Stuart

Five EIms PCN

Biggin Hill Health and Wellbeing Café

Join us at our cafe for a health and wellbeing
session as well as other activities.

The cafe will take place between 10am - 12pm on
the second Friday of each month at
St. Mark’s Parish Centre,
10, Church Road,
Biggin Hill, TN16 3LB



To Be A Pilgrim

A pilgrimage to North Macedonia & Albania

Led by Reverend Alison Newman (former Vicar of St. Mark’s
Church)

6 — 15 October 2025

Firstly, what is a pilgrim ? After the Mayflower arrived in
Plymouth, Massachusetts in the 17" century, the firstborn baby
boy was called Peregrine( Latin peregrinus). This word which
means travelling from faraway, and often describes pilgrims, who
visit shrines and holy places.

In 1684, John Bunyan wrote “The Pilgrim’s Progress’ and a

hymn, “He who would valiant be, ‘gainst all disaster. Let him in
constancy, follow the Master. There’s no discouragement shall
make him once relent. His first avowed intent to be a pilgrim.”

With these words in mind, our intrepid travellers arrived at
Heathrow airport at 7.15am for the first leg of the flight to
Warsaw, where we would take our second flight to Skopje,
Macedonia, 55 minutes later. However, the late arrival of our
Warsaw bound flight, meant that we had to scoot for the flight to
Skopje, as it departed 20 minutes after our Warsaw arrival.

Suffice it to say, that on arrival in Skopje, that day, our luggage
did not join us till nearly 2 days later. We determined to make the
most of the situation, despite freezing weather on Day 1 of our
itinerary. Skopje was the birthplace & home of the newly
canonised Saint Teresa from 1910-28. The Memorial house was
built on the site of the church where she was baptised, took
communion and sang in the choir. The photo below, is of Mother
Teresa, in the serene chapel dedicated to her in Skopje.



We visited many monasteries, including St. George’s. it is
noteworthy because of its many frescoes, and its architecture.

A particular highlight was 3 course meal in Bitola. Of course,
each dish was accompanied with tastes of 3 appropriate wines.
We dined like Royalty.

From Macedonia to Albania. Our first magnificent hotel
overlooked the 3 million years old Lake Ohrid, Here we visited
the ancient theatre, and Tsar Samuel’s fortress.

Ohrid is a UNESCO World heritage site, nicknamed ‘the
Jerusalem of the Balkans’.



Macedonia
Diane & Lynne

Retired Vicar
- Alison

Ancient
Fresco

Frescoes -
Korce




Camaraderie was excellent.

| There were a great many clergy

' of different persuasions, and we

all gelled with every guest. It
was great fun.

g Alison & Mark’s leadership skills

are very accomplished and

‘ always in a most congenial

B | .“ | manner. Our guide, Branko, was
| personable and well informed.

Who's for Georgia, 4-12 October
20267

Lynne Martin

Baptism at St. Marks

The baptism of
William Thomas
took place at St
Mark's on Sunday
14th September.
He is seen in the
photo with his
parents Simon and
Lorna.
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Church Registers

BAPTISMS

“We welcome you in the name of the Lord”

William Edward Thomas

BURIAL OF ASHES
John and Sheila Simons
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Hall for Hire

Weekday mornings, evenings and weekends available

Well equipped kitchen, tables and upholstered chairs
Secure outside space
Overhead projector, microphones & hearing loop
Disabled access and toilets
Sprung floor for dancing

Maximum capacity 100 people

Aperfield WI Hall
4 Lebanon Gardens
Biggin Hill
TN16 3HA
aperfieldwihall21@gmail.com

07849 732964

» Meetings ¢ Parties * Dance/Exercise Classes * Craft Classes « Toddler/Play Groups -«

Preferential rates and storage for regular hirers



Why is gardening important for
childr en?

Now could be the perfect time to start a healthy hobby with your
. . children or grandchildren that they will
enjoy forever.

Planting wildflowers to attract pollinators,
creating a rockery with hardy alpines that
will encourage nature (and fairies of
course). A winding pathway that leads to
this magical area will add intrigue.

Gardening with children is a great way to
awaken their inquisitiveness and to
encourage them to take
an interest in nature and
physical learning.
Whether you have a
garden, a small balcony or even just a couple of
pots, creating a space for gardening with your [

children can be an amazing hobby for all your |
family. Gardening pushes children to learn &
about ecosystems and our responsibility to
care for the environment, as well as bein
extremely rewarding when they successfu?ly
grow a plant!

"Come and join us and learn more about getting
the children involved in gardening!

BIGGIN HILL & DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

We have three great shows a year spring, summer and autumn a plant sale
and eight evening talks on a variety of subjects.
For more information or to get in touch with us:
www.bigginhillhorticulturalsociety.co.uk
Face book: Biggin Hill & District Horticultural Society
Or to speak in person to our show secretary Richard Treacher 07817 860553

We hold all our shows and talks at St Mark's Church Hall,
Church Road, Biggin Hill, Kent.




Registered Charity

No: 1056336 Wednesday

e - Lunch Club

28 '

LE: he Friendly Club!
SR Enjoy a warm welcome at our Lunch Club which
23 is open from 12.15pm until 2pm. A three course
S0 meal is provided which is cooked on the premises.
T3 Afterwards hot drinks are served. Transport within

Biggin Hill may be available.

Our Day Centre provides a friendly and
sociable environment where you will be
supported by our professional
care staff.
Start the day with a cuppa and a chat! Morning and afternoon activities.
Three course lunch cooked on the premises.
The Centre is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
The Centre provides respite for carers

Do you have difficulty doing Assisted
your grocery shopping? Shopping

Our Assisted Shopping takes place on Thursday mornings and is for Biggin
Hill residents who live independently but need help with their weekly grocery
shop. Call Annette on 01959 700411.

Our Art Group meets on Wednesdays from

2pm. Everyone is welcome from novice to

expert. Light refreshments are provided. A
small donation is requested for each session.

All places must be booked in advance. For more information,
please call us on 01959 577400 or email
bigginhillcommunitycare@gmail.com.

You can also visit our website: bigginhillcommunitycare.org
or scan the QR code.

We hire St. Mark’s Hall, Church Road for our Day Centre,
Lunch Club and Art Group.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
BHCCA needs help with transport for our members for the Lunch Club
(Wednesdays) and the Assisted Shopping (Thursday mornings). If you are
able to use your own car to help and would like more details, please call
Annette on 01959 700411 (for the shopping) or the Centre number
13 01959 577400 (for the Lunch Club.)
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DOUBLE YOUR DONATION THIS &
The Big Give Christmas Challenge 2025 il

From midday Teesday nd Decermber 10 midday Tuesday 9th December, donations you make to
Chartwell Children's Cancer Trust will ke doubded - at no extra cost to youl

That means your generosity will go twice as far to help us support chiddren and families facing cancer’ |
or lewlkca emia this Christmas, in our local communities.

Only ONE week to double donations,
do not miss out! Online donations
through Thea Big Give. Together we can
make a lasting difference.

Sawe the Datel

Ousr campaign launches on
BG g T s ey
part of the national SCAN

B hristmasChallenge

wiih The Big Give.
Every pound you give becomes two!
B
.-? >~ E: el Puarvwedlcan cmitnnl co sk B rermetchicreree mtrae
1= W chartwallcancertnasi.oo.uk m o hurtwel chgeloy

L

The Rev. Wilbert Awdry author of Thomas the Tank Engine was
asked why clergymen like him are often fascinated by steam
engines. He thought for a moment then replied, "Because both
parties are still the best means of getting people to their
destination!"

Barry

Flowers for Church

If you would like to make a
donation towards the cost of
flowers in church for a
particular week, to mark an

-~ anniversary or a special
event, please contact either
Caroline Budimir on 01959
576093 or the Parish Office
on 01959 577816
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BRIGHTLIGHT
Electrician

Private & Commercial

NAPIT Part P registered
J.1.B. qualified
Over 30 years experience

Rewires
Additional points
Lighting
EV chargers
EICR test | ﬂ1959. 466024
Fuseboard upgrades {-arpetbnght.uh.mm ; i__:;_—-._.

Call Terry on 07930 673210 ARP F T
brightlight01@btinternet.com Y

MINI CABS

AIRPORT CARS BIGGIN HILL
YOUR LOCAL
LICENSED MINI CABS

01959 540550

15



At St. Mark’s.....
[ MusicAtStMarks | | |

St. Mark’s Music - songs Every Monday from
and fellowship with a lively touch. 10.00 am in the Church Hall

; during school terms. Contact the
Call Chris on 01859, 700815 for"parish Office for details - 01959

more details 577816 - or just come along.
| ] [ BellRinging ]
Home groups meet every Please contact the Parish Office
fortnight for fellowship and Bible on'01959 577816
Study. For more information | 1st Biaain Hill Guides |
contact the church office -
01959 577816

Please contact Rosemary
Spurway on 01959 575717

~COACH HIRE

Oy TRIPS BIGGIN HILL AREA
PICK UP — OPPOSITE WAITROSE, MAIN ROAD, BIGGHN HILL

Thumday 4 Decambar — Canlerbuny Xeas Markat - C35pp

kionday B December — Carcl Concert at Ceeeradich Raa | College with mireshments - EESpp
Wedne=dsy 10 December — Glo Wikl Chnstmas Light Tral, Waksterst - £41pp ad £358%00 ch
Thursday 11 December — Pershurs! Place Houss Tow & Chesimas Lunch - B8 pp

konday 15 Decamser = Cheialmas Lighl Trial 4l Lesds Casflle - £51pp

Thursdey 18 Dessimbar - Fish & Chip 3u|:|1::ir3- & Lomadian Lighds Tour - C42pp

Wishing you a Merry Chwishmas & A Happy New Year!

Tuesday 13 January — Day Trip o Perssmouth - Gun Whad - E26pp

Friday 16 Jamsary = Day Trip bs London Meseums - E2Gpp

Thursday 22 January — Whilchurch Sik Ml Hampshine b incluge a light lunch - E46pp
Wednesday 28 January — Milesiones Living Musswm Basingshoks - E45pp

TWednesdisy 4 February — Bleichiey Park, Mikon Keynes - £95pn

Frnday 13 Febneary — Tradionsl SSemmoon e at the Inn on the Lake, Gravesesnd - L4500
Thumeday 10 Fabnmary — Sacwdrigs Exddravaganza, Wellord Pak Messury - €37pp

Fi 7 Fabndary — Tha Crafling Show, Sandsiwn Park - £35pp

F 3 March — Cansaneas Pumping Station, Thames Mead - £51pp

Thiwzmay 18 March — Sssnghursf Castls Gardens, Ker - £2850p WT 228500

kiornday 30 March — Day Top be Eastboume - E3pp

Thursday 168 Aprl - Highclers Caslls - E435p

Sumday 19 Apiil - Allemoon Tea & enlatainment B The Drearmboats, Biidoevweod Manos Holed, Chatham - ESTgg
Thursdary 23 July — Fasty Towers SEcom a1 The Marfoewe Thealre Canberary - £879pp

16



=

T =
CAR - BODY - PAINT - CORRECTION

Lol i ucha rofsbir i - Sman ddpded pluss
Avodd legse refurn cast
i peotest pour Ao claims beaus
Bumpar sculls, scraschos, wivsels, mirror and
headlights - Passileis dent remoal
Mingr acrident repairs - repaints
Enad of lonte Foopairn and e paration
Waating ard machsne polsheg
CMLL DA WHATRARP S TODEY B Taptn Wilage
WD AT A PR EETMATE  Collecbion,delivey sassable

07307 479799 Oivlet 3 yidrt fxparance

MASON & COLE

HOME - GARDEN - CAR VALETING
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

HANDY MAN - PAINTING & DECORATING
FLAT PACK BUILDS
GARDEN MAINTENANCE
SIGN WRITING
CARVALETING & DETAILING
VEHICLE COSMETIC SMART REPAIRS+
SUPPORT A LOCAL START UP BUSINESS
A RELIABLE AND TRUSTED PROFESSIONAL

CALL ORWHATSAPP ME TODAY TO TALK
THROUGH YOUR REQUIREMENTS

07850 321224

ELINDS « SHUTTERS
-EDNEEHUATGH".’ BLINDS

SR TR | F

Il.ru el el e e ek aies

e T 1]

e L SR

T discuEs wour reguirements call ue on. 1BSE S091 7T
srmiEal: irvho g b rym e resl e vl e url!lllu il wm- Esgrnsnsam - russk

B Rt~ L %

17

EEIE DA S S

PP v e G LSy ol Ll



Gateway to the Gle_gh

.-"‘-' A

Making your garden o delight!
e mowing » weeding
o digging « planting
e pruning » hedge trimming

e pressure washing

Phone : 01959 570244
Email: ovchardgordening.tnl 6@gmail.comy

S afeguard Q@

Your local friendly
pest company

Contact us for expert advice

01959 565 777

sales@safeguardpestcontrol.co.uk

Mobile
Chiropodist

Chiropody undertaken
in the comfort of
your own home

Mandy Gifford m.mstcnp

HCPC Registered

|Registered Member of the Institute
of Chiropody and Podiatry

Tel: 07944 763045

DAVID RUDD AND SON
PLUMBING AND HEATING LTD

COMMERCIAL &
DOMESTIC
A ENGINEERS

B

Full central heating systems and boiler
exchanges carried out for GAS, LPG
and Oil (Kerosene)

Installers of Worcester, Valliant and
Glow Worm boilers with up to 12 year
warranty.

All types of Plumbing, Heating and
Drainage

Boiler breakdown — Diagnostics and
Repairs Ny

Full bathroom design
and installations

Tel: 01959 577072
Mobile: 07831 641664
07957 940905

e-mail:davidruddandson@hotmail.com

We pride ourselves on our
workmanship. WRAS Approved
Institute of Plumbing
ACIPHE RP

§ e B Vi,




St Mark's Chureh Biggin Hill

Christmas

Tree Festival
28t . 30" November

A Varied Display of Christmas Trees and Wreaths

On Saturday there will also be a range of stalls to help you with
yvour Christmas shopping and get you into the Christmas spirit!

Enjoy coffee, tea, cakes each day.
Join in the singing of Advent Carols on Sunday at 3.30pm

Fun for all the family

¥
*l-. 1l*-l
Friday 28" November 3pm - 5pm ; ' Sk
Saturday 29'"" November 10am - 4pm + % %
. F g8 @

SATURDAY - CHRISTMAS FAIR 10AM - 2PM

Sunday 30th November 10.30am Sunday Worship
Followed at 11.45am by viewing of the exhibition
Advent Carol Service 3.30pm. Church will close at Spm

Table top- if you are interested in having a table at our
fair please phone 01959 576093 or contact the Parish
office on 01959 577816, Only craft goods please!
£10 booked in advance.




BLACK GOLD IN THE GARDEN

As leaves tumble to the ground, they create a mosaic of colours
across the green lawn, jostling gently in the lightest of breezes.
Yet, as the wicked wind plays its games, no sooner have you
gathered the leaves into neat :

piles for the green waste bin
than you turn around to find the aeses
lawn covered once again. The
endless chase with falling
leaves continues until
Christmas, perhaps beyond, as
new ones arrive, blown in from
neighbouring gardens, streets,
and trees yet to shed their
canopy.

Despite this seasonal frustration, leaves are a vital gift to the
garden, a key link between trees, soil, and the ecosystem below.
They improve soil structure, protect vulnerable roots, and feed
the ground with organic matter as they decompose.

of year. Applylng a 5-10 cm layer of mulch
in early spring improves both drainage
and water retention. It encourages worm
activity, which draws the compost deeper
into the soil, enriching roots below. This
process improves soil structure, increases
oxygen flow, and prevents compaction,
helping plants breathe and take in
moisture more easily.

- B The health and vigour of plants can be
greatly improved through annual mulching with materials that
decompose, feed the soil, and stimulate biological activity.

Falling leaves are ideal for this, free, abundant, and effective.
Rather than buying mulch from a garden centre, gather leaves
and store them in compost bins or black bags with holes for
drainage. If you have garden borders, leaves can also be placed
directly onto the soil to rot down naturally in place.

20



If space allows, having two
large compost bins made
from pallets is ideal. You can
fill one with fresh weeds,
2 leaves, spent annuals,
a4 kitchen peelings, and

~ mowings, while the other is
= left to decompose, ready for
use in spring. Diseased
plants or invasive species
such as couch grass and

: mare’s-tail, however, should

go into your green waste collection instead.

Turn your compost once or twice over autumn with a fork to let in
air and moisture—this encourages heat and speeds
decomposition. Alternatively, move the contents from one bin to
the other when space allows.

You'll be amazed how much .
rich compost, sometimes
called “Black Gold” can be  F&4
produced simply by recycling i
garden waste. Throughout
my working life in parks and
gardens, I've promoted the
use of mulch, spreading
well-rotted compost over
borders as both gardener
and manager. Doing so in
my own garden each year
has been invaluable,
especially this summer when mulching reduced the need for
hose watering.

Over the years, I've come to appreciate just how essential
mulching has become as our climate grows increasingly erratic,
with longer, drier summers. | like to apply mulch in late winter,
just as the spring bulbs begin to break through the soil, any later,
and it’s nearly impossible to spread it without disturbing their
tender growth. It's also remarkable how much easier weeding
becomes as the soil turns friable and loose; on a dry, sunny

=
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spring day, a quick pass with the: -
hoe keeps the garden borders %
beautifully managed.

Take a note in your 2026 diary,
to get you started in the
allotment or in the garden, the
Biggin Hill and District
Horticultural Society first talk of
the year is on Wednesday 18" &
March, “The Modern Kitchen
Garden” by Barry Newman.

Whatever you are doing, The Biggin Hill and District Horticultural
Society and The Biggin Hill Friends of the Parks wish everyone
to have a wonderful Christmas, thank you for all your support in
2025 and have a safe, healthy and prosperous New year.

Do join us and keep Biggin Hill a place to be proud of.
Telephone Nick Hagon, 01959 575799 or mobile 07923 017617
for further information between 6.30pm and 9 pm. Or join us on
Facebook or check out the horticultural society website.

Nick Hagon

LOOKING FOR...
AN ACCOUNTANT?
A FINANCIAL ADVISER?

W cormiane saperencs with o proocive
cilenye looking to cdd value o you ond your

% Por norol e ssiuriions

[

S v oy v wars o v

o 1 e

i sttt C:} Culverhouse & Co.
£ High s Farolswrspgh. Urjsngh el _.f'_' 4 '. e
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Keep FIT
Slmp e

Solving all your technical support worries, calmly and patiently
in your own home, by someone who cares

= New Device Setup

> Instruction & Tuition

> Cleaning & Cooling

> Virus & Malware Removal
> Hardware Upgrades

> Remote Support

> Small Business Support

> WiFi Routers & Networking
> Cloud Storage

» Data Backup

> Data Recovery

= E-mail Support

> PCs & Laptops

> Printers

> Smartphones

> Tablets

> Televisions

> Wireless Security Cameras

07375 416 176
dan@kisit.co.uk




Keeping up with

s . H
i en everything at St. Mark’s.
F!I-lr.hllf:-k_l_-lr' .
: o : If you want to receive a regular
Sleen bosated anergy tovels andresiored v tanty? email giving all of the details of
events and services at St. Mark’s
Reflexol i tural tetoi d well- i I
being. Pregsure is applied to areas of the foet, please send your details to Chris
enhancing the body's own healing process to Walker. Her email is chrissy.
optimise both physical and emotional health. Walkerz@gmail.com. Your ema”
To book a treatment please address will not be passed on to
§ contact anyone else.
Caroline IR MAR
07870 568 615

Christmas Messy Church

For all the family on
Saturday 20" December 10am - 12 pm.

Come along and enjoy games, crafts, mince pies and fun!

The people of St. Mark’s Church would like you to
know that we pray for Biggin Hill regularly.

If you would like us to pray for you, someone you know or for
something that concerns you, please let us know and we will be
happy to do so. In order to comply with the Data Protection
Regulations, please ensure you have the permission of the person to
be prayed for.

Please contact the Church office. The times the office is open can be
found on page four. A message can be left on the answer machine
outside of these times - 01959 577816

If you prefer, you could send your prayer request to St. Mark’s Church,
10, Church Road, Biggin Hill, Kent TNI6 3LB

24
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SHIRLEY COX DANCE STUDIO
24, Aperfield Rd. Biggin Hill
TN16 3LU

MONDAY
0 Beginners Ballroom & Latin Class
0 Improvers Ballroom & Latin Class

TUESDAY
.30-9.30 Private Lessons

WEDNESDAY
.00-6.00 Children’s Ballroom & Latin Classes

THURSDAY

(®Ne)

.00-8.
.00-9.

10-00-12.00 Coffee Dance (No instruction)

FRIDAY
.30-10.15 Fit Dance

4 15-5.00 Grade 1 Ballet &

Grade 1 Gymnastic Dance

5.00-5.45 Grade 4 Ballet &

Grade 2 Gymnastic Dance

6.00-6.45 Adult Tap

SATURDAY

Private Lessons

All enquiries please tel: 01959 572859
or email info@shirleycoxdance.co.uk

25




Biggin Hill Councillors

Green Belt Protection - God created the world in six days, creating
light, the sky, land, plants, the sun, moon, and stars, and then
Iivir:gdﬁ{eatures, including humans. On the seventh day, God
rested!!!

We/You, have no time to rest?

We find that we are constantly defending Biggin Hill and the
surrounding areas from developers, who admittedly want to
provide new homes for our ever growing #opulation, but at the
expense of our green, open spaces, sufficient and adequate
infrastructure, and the purse of those needing to purchase a home
in which to live and care for family young and old.

We have and will continue to fight for protecting Green and open
spaces, areas of protection from urban sprawl, which contribute to
our health and wellbeing and for those trees considered worthy of
being preserved now and for their natural life span.

It is with regret once you build on open spaces, or fell a tree, it is
gone, and gone forever!

Please help us, to continue to protect our unique environment?
Help us to work in harmony, not in hate or anger, to speak out and
fight against inappropriate development in and around the area.

You chose us, the Independent Group, on this promise, but we
need and continue to need your support. You know how to contact
us, in all the normal ways.

Your local councillors

Melanie and Sophie are here to support you and assist you in
anyway that makes living in Biggin Hill a more pleasurable
experiénce for you and your family.

We are always hereEand_Ican be contacted by
mail:
Melanie.stevens@Bromley.gov.uk or
Sophie.dunbar@bromley.gov.uk

Telephone: Melanie, 07900 171 266 - Sophie, 07929 365 228
Facebook: Biggin Hill CounC|IIors”- you can message us here as
well.

Here to serve the community of Biggin Hill, a unique and wonderful
place, that we are proud to be part of.
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-~
¥ Christmas at St. YNark’s

¥ Christmas Tree Festival
s & Christmas Fair
28t - 30" November

(See page 19)

%

*

Sunday 30" November
3.30pm Advent Carol Service

Sunday 14 December
I 6.30pm 9 Lessons and Carols
PP Refreshments served afterwards

i Saturday 20th December
10am - 12pm Christmas Messy Church!
(See page 24)

o Christmas Eve
ristingle Services at 3pm and 5pm
_Awonderful way to celebrate Jesus’ birth. For all the family.
The children will receive Christingles.

~ #Midnight Communion 11.30pm

hristmas-Day 10.30am

~ Service of the Word

g along an opened Christmas present to
gl show the congregation!
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THE MOVING CHURCH NEWS

IS THE PARISH MAGAZINE OF
St. MARK'S CHURCH, BIGGIN HILL

St. Mark’s is known as the “Moving Church” as in the 1950’s it was
constructed from materials brought from the redundant church of All
Saints North Peckham. This remarkable feat of dismantling and building
carried out by local Biggin Hill people was accomplished through the
initiative and vision of the then vicar, The Revd. Vivian Symons. He
mobilised the local parishioners to create a truly worthy parish church in
place of their ageing corrugated iron building. This fascinating story is
recounted in an illustrated colour guide available from the Church.

St. Mark’s is a pilgrim church; we do not simply accept the status quo, we
are on a spiritual journey as pilgrims of old, actively seeking to draw
closer to God and discover His will both in our own lives and the life of our
local church and community which we love and serve. We are anxious
‘not to store up treasures here on earth” but to use all our church
resources given by God, in His service and for His glory.

We want to share the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ with all
those in our parish and neighbourhood. Hopefully this is portrayed by the
way we live our lives, and speak to others.

We respect that we are all children of God, and we want to discover Christ
in each other, encouraging personal growth in our individual relationship
with each other and with Jesus.

Worship is an integral part of our love for God, and we want our services
to reflect dignity and sensitivity as well as joy and thanksgiving.

St. Mark’s Church, Biggin Hill - People’s Prayer
Dear God in Heaven who loves us so much,
Thank You for everything You do and provide for us.
We pray for Your church and community here in
Biggin Hill, that we may know Your plans for us
in this special town.

Especially, we pray for help in bringing all Your
children to You, so they may come to know You fully,
through our actions enabled by Your Spirit,

And through the life, teaching and example of

Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen
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COMMUNITY TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Age UK - Bromley & Greenwich
Benefit Enquiry Line
Biggin Hill Aperfield W.I.
Biggin Hill Community Care Association
Biggin Hill Councillors: Melanie Stevens
Sophie Dunbar
Jonathan Andrews (Darwin)

Biggin Hill Evening W.I.
Biggin Hill Horticultural Society
Biggin Hill Library
Biggin Hill Musical Theatre Company
Biggin Hill Residents Association -
Biggin Hill Rangers, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
Biggin Hill Romanian Group
Biggin Hill Society
Biggin Hill Scout Group
Bromley Council — Office Hours
Bromley Council - Emergency out of hours
Bromley Social Services --- child referrals
Bromley Social Services --- adult referrals
Childline (confidential helpline for children)
Citizen’s Advice Bureau (Bromley)
Community Links, Bromley
Crimestoppers
Dial-a-Ride (For registration and enquiries)
Doctor’s Surgeries —

Stock Hill Surgery

Norheads Lane Surgery
Domestic Violence - 24hr Helpline

0208 315 1850
0800 88 22 00
01959 571360
01959 577400
07900 171266
07929 365228
07811 313 559
01959 700973

01959 575799
01959 528053

01959 701829
07763 215037
01959 575717
07802 575417
01959 572569
07983 447721
0208 464 3333
0300 303 8671
0208 461 7373
0208 461 7777

0800 1111 (24 hr)

0208 315 1940
0208 315 1900
0800 555 111

0343 222 7777

01959 580011
01959 574488
0808 2000 247

Electrical power cut - to be connected to the local network operator 105

FOAL Farm (Friends of Animals League)
GAS Emergency 24 hr freephone
National Childbirth Trust (Biggin Hill)
New Life Church
NHS help line when you need medical advice
Police: Non Emergency Reporting
Local Safer Neighbourhood Team:

Princess Royal University Hospital
RAF Biggin Hill Memorial Museum & Chapel
St. Mark’s Parish Office
Schools - Biggin Hill Primary

Charles Darwin Secondary

Cudham Primary

Oaklands Primary

Tatsfield Primary
Samaritans (Local branch) - 01689 833 000

Textphone for hard of hearing

Spitfire Youth Centre
St. John Ambulance
St. Theresa’s Church
Thames Water
Trading Standards Rogue Traders Rapid Response
Valley Hall Community Association
Victim Support Scheme
Westerham Hill Baptist Church

01959 572209 or

24 hr -

01959 572386
0800 111 999
01959 701765
01959 571667
111

101

020 8721 2820
01689 863000
01959 422414
01959 577816
01959 575846
01959 574043
01959 572673
01959 573963
01959 577356
08457 90 90 90
08457 90 91 92
01959 574835

01959 701281
01959 563226

0845 920 0800
07903 852 090

01959 573917/570020

0208 776 7071
01732 867516



The Next Moving Church News

Month Deadline | Distributed from
February - March | 16" January | 1%t February

April - May 13" March 29" March
June - July 15" May 31t May
August - September| 17" July 2" August

The Moving Church News is published every two months. For more
information or for advertisement enquiries please contact Neil Walker -
neil.walkerz@gmail.com - 01959 700815 or through the Parish Office

Contributions are welcome especially from local community groups or
schools. Please contact Neil as above.

Parish office: 01959 577816
Email: admin@movingchurch.org
St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org

“ st mark's biggin hill - 'the moving church'

ADVERTISE HERE!

An ad in full colour costs from
just £66 per year.

3100 copies of the Moving
Church News are distributed in

Biggin Hill every 2 months

Provide your own material or we will
design an ad. for you

Contact Neil for more details
01959 700815
neil.walkerz@gmail.com
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W. UDEN & SONS LTD

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Est. 1881

186 Main Road, Biggin Hill
Tel: 01959 573130

(24hr answer service)

OFFERING A FULL SERVICE
PREPAID FUNERALS AVAILABLE

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
on the premises

Continuing to build on the family

fraditions of personal and caring
service for over 100 years in the

area

We are always available to visit you personally to
make any necessary arrangements in the privacy of
your own home.

Branches at Petts Wood, Sidcup, Eltham,
Dulwich, Bexleyheath & Camberwell




