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St. Mark’s Parish Church,Biggin Hill
Church Road, Biggin Hill,Kent, TN16 3LB

Parish office: 01959 577816
Email: admin@movingchurch.org

St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org

Vicar Revd. Alison Newman 01959 540482

Church Wardens Caroline Budimir 01959 576093
Jeremy Peacock 01959 570145

Reader/Evangelist Mark Newman 01959 540482

For Hall Bookings, Baptism, Wedding and general enquiries,
please contact the Parish Office.

Office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
9.30 am to 12 noon

First Sunday in the month
8.00am Communion -
Book of Common Prayer
10.30am All Age Worship

Other Sundays
10.30am Parish Communion

Wednesdays
10.00am Holy Communion Service

Services at St. Mark’s

If so I wonder how many you have been to see? One interesting cathe-
dral is Coventry Cathedral. It was on the night of 14th November 1940
when Coventry suffered a severe bombing raid. Much of Coventry city
centre was destroyed and the cathedral was left in ruins.

The Rev Arthur Wales, a vicar from Coventry, was
wandering among the cathedral ruins the next day
and picked up some large medieval nails, he tied
three of them together with wire to make a cross,
one vertical and two to make the cross beams.

This cross went on to become a cross of hope and
is the cross worn today by the clergy and vergers of
the cathedral. It’s called a ‘Cross of Nails’. Two

charred roof beams had also fallen in the shape of a cross, these were
tied together and placed by the old altar.

Later the Provost Dick Howard had the words ‘Father forgive’ inscribed
on the walls of the ruined chancel. These words were intentionally neu-
tral. He committed himself to work not for revenge but for reconciliation.
The BBC recorded a radio broadcast on Christmas Day 1940 from the
cathedral and in an interview Dick said when the war was over we
should all work ‘to build a kinder, more Christ-like world.’

There is now a worldwide community of the Cross of Nails. All working
together to promote peace, forgiveness and reconciliation. All with a
cross made of 3 nails.

Archbishop Justin Welby writes in 2016
While I was Canon for Reconciliation at Coventry Cathedral, I
presented these crosses in places like Bujumbura in Burundi...
To this day that cross remains within the sound of gunfire. This
symbol is not one of ivory tower isolation: it speaks into the very
heart of the wars, torture and terror that so fill our world.”
Lambeth Palace became the 200th partner of the Community of the
Cross of Nails on 4th October 2016. The following day in Rome,
Archbishop Justin gave Pope Francis a Cross of Nails he had blessed
in the service at Lambeth Palace the day before. It was a symbol of
their partnership in the work of reconciliation.
A new cathedral was built in Coventry in 1962. Every weekday
at noon in the new cathedral (and in the ruins on Fridays) – the
Coventry Litany of Reconciliation is prayed:

Do you like visiting cathedrals?



All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.

The hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from
class,
FATHER FORGIVE

The covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their
own,
FATHER FORGIVE

The greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste the
earth,
FATHER FORGIVE

Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others,
FATHER FORGIVE

Our indifference to the plight of the imprisoned, the homeless, the
refugee,
FATHER FORGIVE

The lust which dishonours the bodies of men, women and children,
FATHER FORGIVE

The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in God,
FATHER FORGIVE

Be kind to one another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ forgave you.

At Easter on Good Friday we are reminded that Jesus died on a cross
for us. By his death he has reconciled us to God. All the wrong things,
all the ways we have messed up are forgiven when we turn to Him. We
have a new start. Now it’s for us to work for peace and reconciliation in
His world.

‘What we mean is that God was in Christ, offering peace and
forgiveness to the people of this world. And he has
given us the work of sharing his message about
peace.’ 2 Corinthians 5:19 CEV

What a difference it would make in our world if we
put these words into practice.

Revd. Alison Newman
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“
Impossible Pie”. That’s what it was called!

As I flipped through the new cookbook, naturally I just had to stop and read
this recipe. And it did seem impossible - or at least highly unlikely. All I had
to do was toss nine ingredients into the blender, give it a whirl, place it in the
oven for 60 minutes, and Presto! I would have a pie with crust on the bottom,
custard filling, and a yummy topping.
Of course I tried it. I have to admit that for a few moments I sceptically
studied that blender full of ingredients. But then I poured them into the
buttered pie dish. Would they really separate into a pie with crust on the
bottom where it belonged, and coconut on top? Amazingly, it worked!
I thought of my own life - a jumble of obligations, ambitions, activities, goals.
Sometimes, they seem to get all mixed up, and I lose all sense of purpose
and order. Can God straighten it all out?
He has done so for other people. I remember reading about C. I. Scofield,
who had lost his business and family and was fast losing his health because
of alcohol. One day he turned to Christ, asking Him to bring order and
meaning out of the chaos of his life. The Saviour did the "impossible,” and in
later years he became an expert in Greek and Hebrew and authored the
Scofield Bible. I thought too of a friend who had met Christ as a child but had
tried to run her own life and made a mess of it. She had divorced her
husband and left her children, trying to straighten things out on her own. At
the depth of failure she called upon Christ, and she is now reunited with her
husband and family.
When I lose perspective, when everything seems wrong and I feel like giving
up, I think about the ' Impossible Pie.” I can’t always see why things are the
way they are, or how it will turn out, but God does. I can only put my trust in
Him.
Are you trying to run your own life - and failing miserably? Then turn in faith
to Jesus. He did the impossible in my life. And He’s waiting to do it for you.

Phyllis Robinson
(Contibuted by Sheila Dormer)

Ingredients:
¼ cup margarine
1 cup white sugar

½ cup flour
1/4teaspoon salt

½ teaspoon baking powder
2 cups milk

1 cup coconut
1 teaspoon vanilla.

Impossible Pie

Place all ingredients in
blender at one time and
blend until mixed together.
Pour into a buttered dish.
Bake in a 350 degree oven
for 1 hour. When done, crust
will be on the bottom,
custard in the middle and
coconut on the top - right
where they belong!
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From Town House to Bungalow 

• Windows including frames 

• Conservatories 

• Cladding 

• Gutters, Soffits and Fascias 

4-Seasons 

Cleaning 

 Sam 07966 029 770 or Fred 07811 205 805 

@4seasonscsteam                    www.4-seasonscleaning.org 

You choose cleaned with our  

Heated Pure Water system with  

High– Reach capability or  

traditional method both  

delivering outstanding cleaning 
results 

We also provide the following services:  

Gutter Clearance, Solar Panel Cleaning, Roof Moss Removal,  

Pressure Washing and much more... 

Biggin Hill Residents Association
‘Working for the Community’

Founded in1934

Biggin Hill Platinum Jubilee Street Party

We’re delighted to tell you plans are now well
underway to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee. Working closely with the Biggin Hill
Residents and Business Associations, we’ve
arranged for a Traditional Street Party in
Main Road on the afternoon of Friday 3
June. The road will be closed to vehicles,
except in an emergency, between the traffic
lights at Lebanon Gardens and Haig Road
and tables will be set up for families to use.

There will be music and entertainment, and
competitions and activities for the little ones.

Be assured, the event will be adequately stewarded and Main Road will
be festooned in red, white and blue decorations. The party itself is free
and there’s no need to book. Just turn up with your own picnic, or
purchase food and drink from the number of local businesses that will
be open on the day. We hope everyone has a fantastic time.

Further details will be published in the coming weeks. Let’s make this a
day to remember and fingers crossed the sun shines!

Best wishes from the committee.

Pebbles

At our service on Sunday 6th
March we wrote our prayers
for Ukraine on pebbles and
placed them on a map of the
country. We believe we must
pray for God's power of love
and peace to be felt across

eastern Europe.
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This is Toos Breugelmans, born in the village
of Pĳnacker south of Delft in the
Netherlands. Toos was born on 1st January
1931, the 9th of 11 children. Her parents,
Cornelis and Johanna vanWinden, were the
12th generation in a family that traces back
to 1530.
She describes life in 1930s Netherlands as
very poor. Her father and eldest brother
worked on the land as vegetable farmers.
They brought their produce to the local
market, where it was auctioned. Her mother
was a formidable housewife.
Then came the Blitzkrieg of May 1940.
Holland was unprepared for war, and after 4

days surrendered. Toos recalls one day hearing a lot of noise, then the
sight of a German plane on fire over the village. One of the first changes
she experienced was that the school was taken over by the occupying
troops. From now, Toos still had lessons but often for half days, and
classes were mixed. Surprisingly, she continued at school till the end of
the war, when she was 14.
Much, however, changed: metal items such as brass objects and bells on
churches were taken for the war effort in Germany. Her parents continued
their work but her 18 year old brother, Cor, was sent to Frankfurt as part of
the forced labour scheme, working in a paint factory. He once had
permission to return home. Had any conscripts failed to return as
required, this privilege would have been withdrawn. In fact, this
concession was stopped asWW2 drew on.
She recalls soldiers coming to the house, although none were billeted
there as was often the case in the towns. One soldier saw a letter on the
table that had just come in the post from her brother in Germany. On
seeing the postmark, he remarked ‘Frankfurt, schöne Stadt’ (beautiful
town). Their neighbours had a German doctor stationed with them;
consequently, many Germans came there each morning and would sit
outside on a bench to be seen by the doctor.
Toos’ eldest brother Wim was a soldier in the Dutch army; early on he
was taken prisoner of war; he managed to send a postcard with his name
on so that his parents knew he was alive. When he returned home, his
hair had been shaven; he stayed to help his parents on the land.

Do you recognise this car? Many Dutch were starving during the
war. Toos’ family, having land, were
able to feed themselves. The railways
were destroyed, and much of the food
there was had to be handed over,
leaving the inhabitants empty handed.
Her parents did host 3 children at
different times during the war, in a
similar way to the British evacuation
system.Amazingly her family survived

the war with no losses.
While some parts of the Netherlands were liberated in autumn 1944,
other parts had to wait till the following May. Pĳnacker was liberated late,
after the harsh winter of 1944 when there was no longer electricity. Toos
remembers the sudden arrival of Canadian troops, which was a total
surprise and brought sheer joy to the inhabitants. The troops made
straight for the town hall.
Toos did not see all the occupying forces as purely bad. Troops used to
march though her town singing; they had good voices, and there were
stories of humanity at times. As he returned from Frankfurt on foot and
bicycle, her brother Cor was shown great kindness by numerous German
families.
Following 1945, Toos worked in several families, and later trained as a
maternity nurse in just 12 months! She was called a Kraamverzorgster. In
Pĳnacker Dr Van der Horst, a charismatic doctor, had a car, one of the
few in town. Toos would help deliver babies, accompanying the doctor.
This work continued for 5 years, and through the birth of one baby she
met Jake Breugelmans, brother of the mother.
Because of the large amount of destruction, and the lack of jobs, with

many houses needing rebuilding, three of her
brothers emigrated to Quebec. This was difficult for
her parents to see them leave. However, Cor
returned in 1960 when Toos and Jake got married,
and all three came back to Pĳnacker for her
mother’s 80th birthday in 1975
Jake Breugelmans worked for Seismograph
Service Limited, specialists in oil exploration, based
at Holwood House. A few days after their wedding
Jake and Toos moved into their house in Biggin Hill,
which cost just £4,000. Work as a development
engineer took Jake to Gabon, Iraq, Syria and
Nigeria, among many places.
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On arrival Toos knew very little English but learned the language through
33rpm records. Their usual language at home was Dutch. They had 3
girls and 2 boys, all attending the original primary school on Main Road.
What Toos missed the most were the ordinary things, for example door to
door salesmen with household items, and most of all her family, but was
able to see her parents in Pĳnacker, a close-knit community rather like
Biggin Hill. Her delight here was the undulating scenery! She and Jake
made friends easily, not least Father Hickey, Father Flood and many
others at St Teresa’s and locally. They both loved singing with the RAF
Chapel Choir, and Toos volunteered for many happy years at the baby
clinic at the Rec.

Jake retained a deep
gratitude to the British for the
food drop in Holland, and
appreciated the connection
with Biggin Hill’s role in the
Battle of Britain. As a member
of Probus, he felt really
welcomed. For most of his
time over here he drove a red
1954 Citroen 15hp 6 cylinder.
When he drove past, locals in
Biggin Hill would turn their
heads!

In 2009 the vanWinden family held a reunion in Pĳnacker, attended by
120 members, including some
from Quebec. Abooklet of
photos was compiled showing
all the different branches. The
cover details the numbers of
descendants – 238! Toos’
generation is shown in this
photo; Toos is top left. In 2009
her parents’ grandchildren
numbered 55; great
grandchildren, 137; great
great grandchildren, 35.
Today there are even more!
Toos, you are part of an
extraordinary family!

Mark Newman

Bell Ringing
Please contact the Parish Office

on 01959 577816

1st Biggin Hill Guides

Please contact Rosemary
Spurway on 01959 575717

Music Group

St. Mark’s Music Group. Songs
and fellowship with a lively touch.
Call Chris on 01959 700815 for

more details

Home Groups

Home groups meet every
fortnight for fellowship and Bible
Study. For more information

contact Alison on 01959 540482

The Choir Baby & Toddler Group

At St. Mark’s…..

All ages welcome! For more
details please call the Parish

Office - 01959 577816

Every Monday and Friday from
10.00 am in the Church Hall

during school terms. Contact the
Parish Office for details -01959
577816 - or just come along.
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      01959 570322         collections@chartwellcancertrust.co.uk 
 BOOK ONLINE: chartwellcancertrust.co.uk/house-clearance/

Our professional team
will carry out the house
clearance as quickly and
as safely possible.

How it works
We will visit your
property at a time
convenient to you to
discuss the removal.

 
Professional 

and sympathetic 
house clearance

services to make a
stressful task

hassle free

HOUSE CLEARANCE 
We gratefully accept small to
large furniture, electrical
appliances, clothing, shoes,
accessories, jewellery, CDs,
DVDs, books and homewares
for resale in our charity shops,
including items we can
professionally recycle, FREE of
charge even if in poor
condition. 

WASTE DISPOSAL SERVICE
We safely dispose of any items
that cannot be recycled for a
competitive fee.

Our Services

 
The Chartwell Cancer Trust, Aileen McHugo Building, Westmore Green, Tatsfield, TN16 2AG

E: info@chartwellcancertrust.co.uk  W:  chartwellcancertrust.co.uk  Charity No.  1109784

The Chartwell Cancer Trust raises funds to make improvements to
cancer care for patients, families and medical staff across South
London, North Kent and East Surrey aiming to change lives of both
adults and children suffering from cancer and leukaemia.

HOUSE CLEARANCE SPECIALISTSHOUSE CLEARANCE SPECIALISTS

Declutter and clear your home,
garage, loft or office and help
us change lives today!

Easter
At St. Mark’s - Holy Week
Monday 11th April

5.15pm Evening Prayer via Zoom
8pm Compline in church

Wednesday 13th April
10am Communion said service
5.15pm evening prayer via Zoom

8pm Compline in church

Maundy Thursday 14th April
5.15pm evening prayer via Zoom
8pm Maundy Thursday Eucharist

Good Friday 15th April
10am Messy Church. There will be crafts and

activities for all ages! This will be followed at 11am by
our family service in church.

11.30am Hot Cross Buns and drinks

2pm A quiet contemplative Good Friday service

Easter Day
10.30am Celebration Parish

Communion with
Easter Egg Hunt
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Saturday May 7th
St Mark’s Church Hall

QUIZ NIGHT
7.00 for 7.30pm
Tables of 6

The evening will include Spot Prizes and a
Services Auc�on so come along, have fun and

grab a bargain!

Tickets £5 each
Contact the

Parish office 01959
577816

or 01959 576093

Please bring your
own drinks and

snacks

All proceeds will go towards St. Mark’s Church ligh�ng fund

The supermarket shelves have been stacked with Easter Eggs for
weeks now. Children and adults see eggs as important to Easter as
Christmas trees are to Christmas. But the Easter egg has a history
and tradition far older than Mr. Cadbury’s chocolate Easter egg in its
colourful box and shiny tin foil.
Decorating eggshells is an ancient tradition that began in Persia
before the Christian era. It was adopted by the early Eastern Church
as a symbol of the resurrection of Jesus from the tomb, signifying
that while being dormant on the outside new life is concealed within.
Eggs were dyed red because of the legend that Mary Magdalene
bought cooked eggs to share with other women who were holding
vigil at the tomb of Jesus. The eggs in her basket turned red when
they saw that Christ had risen.
The association of eggs with Easter grew in the west in the Middle
Ages as Roman Catholics were prohibited from eating eggs in Lent.
To avoid waste, eggs were hard-boiled to preserve them during the
forty days of fasting and the giving and eating of decorated hard
boiled eggs became a treat that marked the end of Lent’s
deprivations. In England eggs were traditionally wrapped in onion
skins and boiled to make their shells look like mottled gold or they
were wrapped in flowers and leaves which left a pattern on the
shells.
As with many Christian festivals, Easter has a relationship with folk
customs that pre-date Christianity and is believed to relate to spring
festivals of a German goddess known in Old English as Eostre. But
unlike the festival of Christmas that became fixed on December 25th

Easter is very much a moveable feast.
It is known from the Testaments that Jesus was crucified on a Friday
during the Passover Festival. The exact historical date is unknown
and for several centuries different groups of Christians marked
Easter on different dates. In Britain the Celtic Roman church
celebrated Easter according to one calendar and the newly
converted British Roman church used another. For the sake of unity,
the Celtic and British Churches came together at the Synod of
Whitby in 644 AD and agreed to single way of calculating Easter.
Easter is calculated as the first Sunday after the first full moon
following the first day of Spring. This moon is known as the Paschal
(Passover) moon. This means the date of Easter is based on lunar
movements that don’t neatly conform to man’s invented calendars
and can occur at any time between March 21st and the 25th of April.
Although Archbishop Welby suggested in 2016 that Anglican leaders
come together to agree one date for Easter, our Easter remains a
festival truly fixed by the Heavens.
Peter Langridge

MEMORIAL BOARD

Biggin Hill Shed recently installed a
memorial board upon which are
inscribed the names of deceased
members. It was lovingly restored by
member Peter Rawlins, and the
names were crafted by Eric Lowe on
the Shed’s laser cutter / engraver. It is
mounted on the Workshop Wall and
serves as a fitting reminder of former
‘Shedders’.

It was blessed recently by Rev Alison
Newman who was joined by many
members of The Shed along with the
President; Councillor Melanie
Stevens.

Easter is Late This Year.
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• mowing • weeding
• digging • planting
• pruning • hedge trimming

• pressure washing

Church Registers
BAPTISMS

“We welcome you in the name of the Lord”

Roman Dougie Giles

FUNERALS
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His

compassion never fails; every morning they are renewed”

Pamela Williams
Steven Antonio Dominguez
Carol Rosina Powell

Lee Hudson
Levi Twinley

Marinette Renee Jeanne Charlotte Mantle

BURIAL OF ASHES
Phyllis Joan Crisp

Flowers for Church
If you would like to make a
donation towards the cost of
flowers in church for a
particular week, to mark an
anniversary or a special
event, please contact either
Caroline Budimir on 01959
576093 or the Parish Office
on 01959 577816

Tel: 01959 577072
Mobile: 07831 641664
CORGI REGISTERED
Established 32 years

24hr
Emergency
Plumbing

&
Heating
Service

Registered installer f or AQUILISA Showers
All ty pes of WATER TREATMENT

And DRAIN work
All ty pes of PLUMBING & HEATING

SERVICING of GAS BOILERS
sav ing on heating costs

Registered Plumber

MIP.RP

Registered Plumber
MIP RP

GAS SAFE REGISTERED

DAVID RUDD
& SON

24hr
Emergency
Plumbing
& Heating
Service

Registered installer of Aquilisa Showers
All types of WATER TREATMENT

and DRAIN WORK
All types of PLUMBING & HEATING

SERVICING of GAS BOILERS
Saving heating costs

Wasps

Cockroaches

Squirrels Ants

Rats Mice

Contact us for expert advice

01959 565 777
info@safeguardpestcontrol.co.uk

BPCA
British Pest

Control
Association

MEMBER

Your local 
friendly pest
company

ADVERTISE HERE!
An ad in full colour costs
from just £55 per year.
2700 copies of the Moving

Church News are distributed in
Biggin Hill every 2 months
Provide your own material or
we will design an ad. for you

Contact Neil for more details
01959 700815

neil.walkerz@gmail.com

Mandy Gifford M.Inst.Ch.P
HCPC Registered

Registered Member of the Institute
of Chiropody and Podiatry

Tel: 07944 763045

Mobile
Chiropodist
Chiropody undertaken

in the comfort of
your own home
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There is never a dull moment in the Sensory Garden, work
par�es despite the rain and wind have con�nued in their
quest to maintain the garden for the benefit of those that
use the garden. I would include not only residents, who
love the seasonal changes while si�ng or strolling and
taking in the scent, colour, and tranquillity the garden gives.

But the garden was also originally created to benefit nature and it certainly
does. So much is going on throughout
the year, giving so much joy to all
visitors.

The Friends have been preparing for the
summer and winter ahead, by pruning
the dogwood or Cornus . The bright red
and yellow stems are the result of spring
pruning, the colours are at their best on
a full year’s growth, while older stems
produce duller colours.

Other work will feature, early flowering
shrubs pruned a�er flowering, such as
the scented winter honeysuckle, to
enable the plant to reproduce the
flowering wood essen�al for next winter
and early spring colour. Mid-summer
shrubs such as the Philadelphus and
Deutzia should be pruned straight a�er
flowering while the late summer
flowering shrubs are pruned in early
March.

However, neglected shrubs become congested and restrict light and air to the
base of the plant, therefore produce new shoots higher up the plant. Reducing
a third of growth, removing old wood enables new growth to emerge and
become the following years flowers. This can be done while the plant is
dormant or in early spring before growth begins. Early flowering plants can be
pruned in this way immediately a�er flowering.

To dis�nguish old and new wood, the lighter colour is the old, whereas the
new wood is dark brown. Always cut above a bud and where possible try to
prune to an outside bud to keep the centre clear.

Such plants as the Philadelphus,
Hydrangea, Deutzia and Weigela are a
few to consider, see photo of recent
pruned Philadelphus.

The Friends of Biggin Hill parks are a vital
and passionate group of people that care
for their environment and their
community, but we desperately need
your help to maintain our environment
around us in Biggin Hill. We meet every

second Saturday of the month for a couple of hours to work at any of the
three sites we help to manage, but we need your help, even for an hour. All is
required is passion, some gardening experience is helpful or wishing to learn,
you are more than welcome. Tools, gloves and instruc�on is given, and
everyone is very friendly, enjoy the outdoors and make the garden count for
residents, nature and yourself.

Please contact Nick Hagon for further informa�on on 01959 57579 between
6.30 and 9 pm

Biggin Hill & District Hor�cultural Society
We have some extremely interes�ng talks again this year, become a member
at £10 per household, receive your handbook and you will have all the dates
and other informa�on close at hand.

Dates for your diary

Saturday April 9th Spring Flower Show

Wednesday April 20th Talk by Jackie Aviolet, “From Brussels Sprouts to
Tangerines”

Saturday May 14th Plant Sale (Doors open to members at 10 am, non-
members 10.30. Finishes at midday)

Wednesday May 18th Talk by Paul Reader, “Wakehurst Place Gardens”

All our talks, plant sale and shows are at St Marks Church Hall, Church Road,
doors open at 7.30 for 8 pm start, except for the spring flower show, doors
open at 3 pm, while the plant sale doors open at 10 am.

Please join us, contact Nick Hagon, 01959 575799 for further informa�on,
between 6.30pm and 9 pm
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PILATES
At the W.I Hall, Biggin Hill

Tuesday 2pm
For those of you who want to have a

pilates workout, in a relaxed environment.
Laughter encouraged and we try to have a
bit of a workout too!. Ideal exercise to
increase flexibility and ability, often
recommended by osteopaths and

physiotherapists.

For further details phone:
Ruth 01959 532875/07968 002590
Email: ruthjonespilates@gmail.com

QUALIFIED SURGICAL

CHIROPODIST
PODIATRIST

CLARE DICKER
FSSCh DipPodMed MBChA

Registered Member of the British Chiropody &
Podiatry Ass. HPC Reg No CH21135

CLINIC
* Evening appointments available
* All aspects of foot care
* Prescription Insoles (Orthotics)
* Nail removal (local anaesthetic)
* Nail reconstruction

01959 576161
7 Juniper Close, Biggin Hill,

Kent, TN16 3LZ
www.claredicker.co.uk

Biggin Hill Community Care Association
St. Mark’s Centre, Church Road, Biggin Hill, TN16 3LB
01959 577400 bigginhillcommunitycare@gmail.com

bigginhillcommunitycare.org
Day Centre - A friendly and stimulating service for older people
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. It is also an opportunity for respite
care. A three course meal is provided. Transport can be arranged

for local people.
Wednesday Lunch Club - Enjoy a home cooked meal every

Wednesday and meet new people
Art Group - A popular weekly painting and drawing group

meeting on Wednesday afternoons.

For all your floral
requirements

FLORIST
A personal service at a

competitive price!

www.lily-of-the-valley.co.uk

309, Main Road (opposite St.
Winifred’s Road)

Biggin Hill TN16 3JJ
01959 571445

Lily of the
Valley
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March brings a subtle change to the garden, the bright colours associated with
winter start to lose their sparkle, as the tradi�onal early spring flowers take
centre stage. This transi�on brings a carnival of colour, enhanced by the

lengthening of daylight hours.

It also heralds the start of preparing the
garden not only for the forthcoming
summer, but for next winter too. The
coloured stems of the dogwood or Cornus
(le�) and the willow are prime examples,
cut down each spring to regrow and
provide next winter’s glowing stems.
Examples can be seen in the Sensory
Garden (The Rec), where the Friends have

pruned the dogwoods.

We now welcome on stage, the
daffodil (right) and their cousins, taking
over from the snowdrop. Their golden
flowers nod in the gentle breeze and
brighten any garden in the spring
sunshine. Other bulbs that make an
early appearance are the blues of the
Muscari, the Dutch crocus of white,
blue and yellow grace the lawn, while
the Cyclamen coum con�nues to
carpet the ground with marble edged foliage with pink and white flowers
con�nuing well into next month.

Shrubs and perennials too perform with the glorious colours of the flowering
quince (below) in reds, orange, pink, Ribes or flowering currant and the
spurge, Euphorbia open their sulphur yellow flowers above their sea green,
purple or grey foliage.

The Camellia with its blousy blooms open
during mild days when they start flowering
earlier. They are happy in containers as well
as slightly acid soil and will con�nue well
into May with their cousins, the
Rhododendron. They too are flowering in
some places and are also easy to grow in
containers, using ericaceous compost. The
majes�c of them all is the Magnolia,
already the fat flower buds are showing

colour in gardens near you. Prone to petal damage from heavy frosts, they will
grace any garden, but beware some can get quite tall, some gentle pruning will
be necessary to keep in shape and height.

Along roadsides, various whites and pinks of the flowering cherry plums are
showing off their colours. However, the small white flower of the blackthorn,
can some�mes herald the saying, “blackthorn winter”, when in flower. An old
phrase to describe colder spring air - origina�ng in rural England where the
confusingly named white blackthorn blossom blooms in the hedgerows and
mimics the spring�me
snow or frosts in the
adjoining fields.

Other jobs we could be
doing in the garden
during March are to
cover the ground with
black polythene to warm
the soil ready to plant or
sow for early crops in the
allotment. Finish off
spreading well-ro�ed garden compost on the border and take the spent flower
heads off the hydrangea later this month. The reason why we leave them on,
is to protect the flower bud’s immediately underneath.

Complete plan�ng bare rooted plants this month, but watering will be
necessary to aid establishment during this growing season, especially in any
dry periods. Same applies to all new plan�ng.

All established containerised plants, showing stress and dryness during the
past growing season, need to have an injec�on of fresh new compost. If
possible, take the plant out of its pot, remove some of the soil at its base and
the top, and replace with fresh new compost. Use the same pot or a slightly
larger pot and water in well. Use a mixture of John Innes No 2, composted
bark and peat free compost, ericaceous for Acer, Azaleas, Magnolia and
Rhododendron.

Start to consider sowing some of your favourite plants for the summer season.
Those classed as tender will need heat to germinate, they can be sown in trays
of compost and placed on the windowsill, while hardy annuals can be sown
without heat in the ground or in trays.

Enjoy these exci�ng �mes as Spring enters before the main programme begins
with an explosion of colour associated with early Summer.

Nick Hagon (Chairman of the Biggin Hill & District Hor�cultural Society)

The Arrival of Spring



When you attend St Mark's Church, you will notice that a number of people can
be seen on a regular basis, making sure that the church and services run
smoothly - and that is apart from the vicar herself! We thought it would be a
lovely idea to find out a little more about them, and in general about other
members of our church community. So here goes with the new, regular item in
the magazine....

The person in the spotlight this time is Sandra Brooks-married to
Michael, with two sons James and Jonathan

How long have you been a member of St Mark’s
Church?

Born in Broughty Ferry -near Dundee I was brought
up in the Church of Scotland and then attended a
Methodist church in Petts Wood when we first

married. When we moved to Biggin Hill and had our
2 boys we enrolled them in St Mark's Sunday School
and we became regular attendees. We have been

members now for approximately 38 years!

What do you like about it?
I have always found this church to be very friendly,

supportive and inclusive.

What was the best part of any job you have done
and why?

As many people may know I was a nurse working for the NHS for over 45
years most of which was spent working in the community-I absolutely loved it
and never regretted my decision to train as a nurse. Apparently (according to
my Mum) I expressed the desire to become a nurse at a very young age.

What was the worst and why?
There were not many negatives in my job but if I could pick one it was towards
the end of my career when the job became much more task orientated and
more computer based, I am a very practical person who loved the hands on
approach of nursing and giving personal care to my patients. I never could get

used to calling them clients!!

If you had to recommend a book to someone, what would it be?
Black Beauty by Anna Sewell

What film or television programme have you watched the most and why?
Downton Abbey because I love period drama, watched it from episode 1, Call
the Midwife for similar reason but also because it has been written authentically
and sympathetically. I can also relate to it as I worked in the community for

many years. Not on a bicycle I might add!!

If you were stranded on a desert island, what would your luxury item be?
I would not be any good on a desert island as I love to chat! so definitely

knitting needles and lots of wool!
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Getting to know you.....!
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THE MOVING CHURCH NEWS
IS THE PARISH MAGAZINE OF St. MARK’S CHURCH, BIGGIN HILL

St. Mark’s is known as the “Moving Church” as in the 1950’s it was
constructed from materials brought from the redundant church of All
Saints North Peckham. This remarkable feat of dismantling and building
carried out by local Biggin Hill people was accomplished through the
initiative and vision of the then vicar, The Revd. Vivian Symons. He
mobilised the local parishioners to create a truly worthy parish church in
place of their ageing corrugated iron building. This fascinating story is
recounted in an illustrated colour guide available from the Church.

St. Mark’s is a pilgrim church; we do not simply accept the status quo, we
are on a spiritual journey as pilgrims of old, actively seeking to draw
closer to God and discover His will both in our own lives and the life of our
local church and community which we love and serve. We are anxious
“not to store up treasures here on earth” but to use all our church
resources given by God, in His service and for His glory.
We want to share the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ with all
those in our parish and neighbourhood. Hopefully this is portrayed by the
way we live our lives, and speak to others.
We respect that we are all children of God, and we want to discover Christ
in each other, encouraging personal growth in our individual relationship
with each other and with Jesus. Worship is an integral part of our love for
God, and we want our services to reflect dignity and sensitivity as well as
joy and thanksgiving.

The people of St. Mark’s Church would like you to
know that we pray for Biggin Hill regularly.

If you would like us to pray for you, someone you know or for
something that concerns you, please let us know and we will be happy

to do so. In order to comply with the Data Protection Regulations,
please ensure you have the permission of the person to be prayed for.

Please contact the Church office. The times the office is open can be
found on page four. A message can be left on the answer machine

outside of these times - 01959 577816

If you prefer, you could send your prayer request to St. Mark’s Vicarage,
10, Church Road, Biggin Hill, Kent TNI6 3LB

Favourite meal? - Chinese food.

Favourite song/piece of music?
I have a very eclectic taste in music and I love to sing. I am a member of

Bromley Rock Choir where we sing a range of popular music, and I also sing in
church. My favourite classical piece is "Au Fond Du Temple Saint” by Bizet (the
duet from the Pearl Fishers Opera) and Eternal Flame by the Bangles! Don't

have a reason for either piece, just love them.

What would say was the one thing you would like to have changed in
your life and why?

I would not change anything, born into a lovely family, married a lovely man
and have 2 lovely sons - so, so lucky.

Who would you say has had the most influence on your life and why?
My maternal Grandmother, she had quite a hard life but she always smiled and

saw the good in everyone.

What was the best piece of advice you have ever been given?
The advice received from my first ward sister when I was a student nurse - be

patient, give good care and always listen!!

If you had to give one piece of advice to a young person today, what
would it be?

Be kind

Tell us a joke! Knock,Knock- Who's there? Doctor, Doctor Who?!

Caroline Budimir

The baptism of
Roman Giles took

place on Sunday13th
February. He is with
parents Suzy and
Adam and older
brother Ronnie.
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Age UK - Bromley & Greenwich 0208 315 1850
Benefit Enquiry Line 0800 88 22 00
Biggin Hill Aperfield W.I. 01959 571360
Biggin Hill Blind Club 01959 572817
Biggin Hill Community Care Association 01959 577400
Biggin Hill Computer Club bhcc.club@gmail.com
Biggin Hill Councillors: Melanie Stevens 07900 171266

Julian Benington 07777 604330
Biggin Hill Evening W.I. 01959 700973
Biggin Hill Horticultural Society 01959 575799
Biggin Hill Musical Theatre Company 01959 701829
Biggin Hill Residents Association - 07763 215037
Biggin Hill Rangers, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows 01959 575717
Biggin Hill Romanian Group 07802 575417
Biggin Hill Society 01959 572569
Biggin Hill Scout Group 07983 447721
Bromley Council – Office Hours 0208 464 3333
Bromley Council - Emergency out of hours 0300 303 8671
Bromley Social Services - Emergencies only 0203 036 1574
Bromley Assoc. for People with Disabilities (BATH) 0208 663 3345
Childline (confidential helpline for children) 0800 1111 (24 hr)
Citizen’s Advice Bureau (Bromley) 0208 315 1940
Community Links, Bromley 0208 315 1900
Crimestoppers 0800 555 111
Dial-a-Ride (For registration and enquiries) 0343 222 7777
Doctor’s Surgeries –
Stock Hill Surgery 01959 580011
Norheads Lane Surgery 01959 574488

Domestic Violence - 24hr Helpline 0808 2000 247
Electrical power cut - to be connected to the local network operator 105
FOAL Farm (Friends of Animals League) 01959 572386
GAS Emergency 24 hr freephone 0800 111 999
National Childbirth Trust (Biggin Hill) 01959 572209 or 01959 701765
New Life Church 01959 571667
NHS help line when you need medical advice 111
Police: Non Emergency Reporting 101

Local Safer Neighbourhood Team: 020 8721 2820
Princess Royal University Hospital 01689 863000
St. Mark’s Parish Office 01959 577816
St. George’s Memorial Chapel 01959 570353
Schools - Biggin Hill Primary 01959 575846

Charles Darwin Secondary 01959 574043
Cudham Primary 01959 572673
Oaklands Primary 01959 573963
Tatsfield Primary 01959 577356

Samaritans (Local branch) - 01689 833 000 24 hr - 08457 90 90 90
Textphone for hard of hearing 08457 90 91 92

Spitfire Youth Centre 01959 574835
St. John Ambulance 01959 701281
Thames Water 0845 920 0800
Trading Standards Rogue Traders Rapid Response 07903 852 090
Valley Hall Community Association 01959 573917/570020
Victim Support Scheme 0208 776 7071
Westerham Hill Baptist Church 01732 867516
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The Next Moving Church News

The Moving Church News is published every two months. For more
information or for advertisement enquiries please contact Neil Walker -
neil.walkerz@gmail.com - 01959 700815 or through the Parish Office

Contributions are welcome especially from local community groups or
schools. Please contact Neil as above.

Keeping up with everything at St. Mark’s.
If you want to receive a regular email giving all of the details of
events and services at St. Mark’s please send your details to
Chris Walker. Her email is chrissy.walkerz@gmail.com. Your
email address will not be passed on to anyone else.

Parish office: 01959 577816
Email: admin@movingchurch.org

St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org

st mark's biggin hill - 'the moving church'

Month Deadline Distributed from
May 13th 29th

July 15th 31st

September 16th 2nd Oct
November 11th 27th

We at St. Mark’s would like to help you. If you would like our
help, or simply want someone to talk to, please call

01959 540482 (Vicar),

Worried? Problems?

Acknowledgements
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W. UDEN & SONS LTD
INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
MONUMENTAL MASONS
Est. 1881

186 Main Road, Biggin Hill
Tel: 01959 573130
(24hr answer service)

OFFERING A FULL SERVICE
PREPAID FUNERALS AVAILABLE

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
on the premises

Continuing to build on the family
traditions of personal and caring
service for over 100 years in the
area

We are always available to visit you personally to
make any necessary arrangements in the privacy of

your own home.

Branches at Petts Wood, Sidcup, Eltham,
Dulwich, Bexleyheath & Camberwell


