The Moving Church News
A Church and Community Mag

azine

&




CONTRACTORS

Call Today for a Free Quotation With No Obligation
All Work Insured and Fully Guaranteed For 10 Years
14 Day Cooling Off Period

Office: 01322 517 568
Direct: 07766 447 939

www.masonscontractors.co.uk
Email: info@masonscontractors.co.uk
Unit 25, Maypole Crescent, Darent Industrial Park, Erith DAS 2JZ

Every Contract installed via this advertisement will
result in a donation to St. Mark’s Church!



Welcome to the Moving Church News
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Please see page 7
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St. Mark’s Parish Church,Biggin Hill
Church Road, Biggin Hill,Kent, TN16 3LB
Parish office: 01959 577816
Email: admin@movingchurch.org
St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org

Vicar Revd. Alison Newman 01959 540482
Church Wardens Patrick O Sullivan 01959 572684

Rohan Perera 01959 574355
Reader/Evangelist Mark Newman 01959 540482

For Hall Bookings, Baptism, Wedding and general enquiries,
please contact the Parish Office.

Office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
9.30 am to 12 noon

Services at St. Mark’s

First Sunday in the month

8.00am Communion -
Book of Common Prayer

10.30am All Age Worship

Other Sundays
10.30am Parish Communion

Wednesdays
10.00am Holy Communion Service

Worried? Problems?

We at St. Mark’s would like to help you. If you would like our

help, or simply want someone to talk to, please call
01959 540482 (Vicar),




Just when you thought it was all over

Three scientists are launched into deep space. After
being kept in hypersleep, they wake up in the 40t
century and discover they’'ve crash-landed on a strange
planet: humans are slaves, ruled over by highly
intelligent primates. In case you don’t know the ending,
here it is: the main character, George Taylor, escapes his
cell, but in an amazing plot twist, as he follows the
shoreline, he makes an extraordinary discovery: the
Statue of Liberty sticking out of the sand. The men had
never actually landed on another planet - this is planet
Earth. Human beings had destroyed their civilisation.
Not a happy ending!

Planet of the Apes (1968) contains one of the great
reveals in the history of cinema. You just couldn’t see it
coming.

Going back 20 centuries from today, we find a very
different kind of reveal in the events of the first Easter.
What we read about in the four gospels, at first glance,
is all pretty negative. The Roman and Jewish authorities
condemn a man who stands up for truth, justice,
forgiveness and compassion. The story of Good Friday is
one of betrayal (Judas), abandonment (the followers of
Jesus), indifference (the authorities) and, most of all,
the excruciating pain of crucifixion. For the Roman
soldiers, it's just another job. Jesus dies in vain, or so it
would seem.

A wave of despair envelops the 11 disciples, stunned by
the loss of their leader and master. The last thing on the
mind of his followers is the thought of seeing him alive
again.

Then the totally unexpected happens. The tomb of Jesus
is found to be empty. Over the next days and weeks,
over 500 hundred people see Jesus alive.



If the story of the resurrection had been invented, all
Christian believers down the centuries and those today
have been deluded. But if Jesus did rise from the dead,
there is a new hope for all human beings.

Do you have that hope?

Happy Easter!

Mark Newman

Five EIms PCN

Biggin Hill Health and Wellbeing Cafe

Join us at our cafe for a health and wellbeing
session as well as other activities.

The cafe will take place between 10am - 12pm on
the second Friday of each month at
St. Mark’s Parish Centre,
10, Church Road,
Biggin Hill, TN16 3LB




Good Friday 18th April

10 am Messy Church.
There will be crafts and activities for all ages!

Followed at 11am by our Family Service
in church.
Then Hot Cross Buns and drinks

2pm Reflections at the Cross

Easter Day

10.30am Celebration Parish Communion
with Easter Egg Hunt!



How did I manage to fit it all in?’

David Haslam was born in
Wandsworth in 1943. He trained
as an architect and started work
for a Croydon company in the
late 1960s for £5 per week. Later
he established his own company,
designing the four pairs of mock-
Tudor houses on Polesteeple
Hill, and also specialising in
high-end houses, retiring in
2011.

David met Bobby at a
conference in 1964. He
proposed after just 6 weeks!
They married four years later.
Bobby worked for Shell near
Victoria, and in her spare time became the Ladies Archery Open
Champion! :

David and two friends formed a folk group
called The Spokesmen, which developed
quite a reputation. David played
harmonica and sang tenor. Till recently he
sang in the Oxted Rock Choir.

After 10 years of marriage, David was
elected as councillor for Biggin Hill. Bobby
fielded many of the phone calls and acted
as his unofficial secretary. He recalls she
kept him going and was his inspiration.
Later she began work at Seismograph
Service (U.K.) Ltd at Holwood House, operating one of their
early, and very large, computers. She studied for an Open
University degree in Earth Sciences and Computing. The degree
was presented to her by Betty Boothroyd! She worked for
Maunsell Engineering and in the mid-90s transferred to the
Office of Rail Regulation, becoming their webmaster.

Why did David become a local Councillor? He fell in love with
Biggin Hill, which was (and still is) a genuine community. David
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and Bobby first lived at 46
St Mary’s Green, which he |
describes as a village
within a village. Ivor
Novello had once lived in
St Mary’s Grove. David got
to know the ins and outs of
land disputes, community
concerns, human
struggles — and Council
committees!

David was often accused by some in the Council of being too
parochial. In fact, he was simply representing the people who
elected him. In his capacity as Vice Chair of Leisure Services,
one small perk was occasionally hosting local guests at the
Beckenham Tennis Tournament. He was also invited to attend
firework displays and Proms in the Park in Crystal Palace Park.
He was councillor for 16 years till 1994. Another positive in those
days was not receiving dozens of emails each day! In 2019 he
was made Honorary Alderman of Bromley.

In the early 80s, Biggin Hill's first supermarket was proposed. At
that time, locals used to do their main shopping anywhere but
Biggin Hill. So any new supermarket would attract more
shoppers to the village. Originally, Biggin Hill Primary stood on
the site of what became Safeways, Morrisons, then Waitrose.
Fortunately, David was a school governor. A public meeting was
called, where many locals showed violent opposition! However,
David and his fellow Councillor canvassed a wider opinion,
where there was a very different feeling. At the crucial Council
meeting, the two Councillors voted in favour, after insisting that
the supermarket pay for the new school, as well as it being
opened before any demolition of the old could occur.

When Bromley Council decided to set up Biggin Hill Airport Ltd, 6
directors were needed: three Councillors and three aviation
experts. David became one of the directors. There was always a
suspicion that too much growth of the airport was a bad thing. Of
course, any business has to make a profit. At the beginning, the
ratepayers of Bromley were in fact subsidising the airport. The
airport had to reduce this subsidy. For two years the airport
began to make a profit. Then Margaret Thatcher decided that



local authorities should outsource many of their operations e.g.
school meals. The airport was ‘designated,’” which meant the
Council would have to sell it, or sell a lease. So Bromley chose
to lease to an operating company, which meant they would
remain the landlord and be able to impose restrictions.

In the years following the opening of Safeways, 11 new shops
opened along Main Road, with more since. And the former
opponents happily used the new supermarket!

In recent years, David has been busy writing. The titles are
shown below: a short history of Biggin Hill, a book on Greece,
and a children’s book.

David lost his wife Bobby in 2009, but he has remained active in
several spheres: school governor at Darwin, Safer
Neighbourhood Panel, Residents Association and 2427
Squadron Civilian Committee.

Look out for the man with the tie! For David, Biggin Hill is without
a doubt still a village: the village he loves.

Mark Newman
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Your local councillors

Heraclitus "There is _nothirag ermanent except change," emphasises
the constant flux of life and the inevitability of alteration and change.

Over recent months it appears that we have been fighting against so
many things that bring change, planning applications, building closures,
runways resurfacing, emergency roadworks and paid parking bays.

Please remember that your elected Ward Councillors are here to h\e/{}),
suﬂ)ort and offer advice on all of the changes that come our way. We
will tell you the best and appropriate way in which to tackle each aspect
of change that comes our way.

Please work with us, to work for you and navigate these changes for
the best and future of Biggin Hill.

We are always here and can be contacted by Email:
Melanie.stevens@Bromley.gov.uk or
Sophie.dunbar@bromley.qov.uk

Telephone: Melanie, 07900 171 266 - Sophie, 07929 365 228
Facebook: Biggin Hill Councillors - you can message us here as well.

e
~“COACH HIRE

Y TRIFS EIzGIM HILL AREA
FICE LUF — OFPUSHTE WAL ROSE, MAIN BEO L, BIEGITE HILD

Tramaday 10 Apnil — Day Foip o o b ine. guidad e of the Sgas chi

Eudlei=n Litmary - £E38pp

Flendkay 14 Gpeidl — Diay Trip o Seuniiel, Supsse - £25p (plaass De gware of neyw dais)

Friday #5 dgqril — Nay im Scarfthand - E2Hpp

Muonday 28 Apell — Tulip Festival ol Pashley Manor Gardens, Suszex - £41pp

Trarsdey B Moy — Baxhidl oy Hoaslings, Sussss - E25pp

Tesmaactay 13 Mlay — Rhodecksndnzesg af Scolney Castla, Kanh - £4490 MNT S350

Irarsday ¢ May — Audlay Bod Hewsa & GGardans Fssax - Eddpn MT Edhpp

Tuszadsy 2T Wigy — & Doy 861 Herne Bay, Kenl - £25pp

Tusakay 29 Wiy — Besingaioke Boal Cruizs & 7 ouees Poab Lench - £50pp

Manday F une — A Day al Fasthaums - E250n

Iramsday 12 June — Wacdesaom Manar win | gaiscuks, Hucks - Ehbpp R EXpp

Wedneaday 13 June = Wep & Arun Canal Trip, Sugsse - £45pp

Tesmaaday 24 Jums — & DAy 0 Wangsta or Broadsiais - E750p

IFaarsday d Jaly — Chichasiar Bost Lindisa sith Hish & Chips PS8

Frdary 11 Judy — & Day at Deal £2hpp

Tharsday 17 July - Birdweord, Fambamn £3895n £41454d

Waidnasday 23 diily — adyra Cathaln Dheecks Geoadng B W arisineg 55750

Fridary 25 Sy — & Liay at HBagnor or LEehanpion LSS

Tucsday 29 July - Capel Lo Feme Memarial Trust & Hawknge Badde of Brrain Muscum
EAddpn

Tal: D1ER3 330055
Email pnguisiesigigllenbycoschbive couk
sy allbe DB o hisine cieuk
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Do you like Gardening?
Then why not join us?
BIGGIN HILL & DISTRICT
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

2025 EVENTS

SPRING FLOWER SHOW
SATURDAY APRIL 5TH
3PM
EVENING TALK:

WEDNESDAY APRIL 16TH 8PM

"Exhibiting and Growing Sweet Peas"
Bryan Everest

PLANT SALE SATURDAY MAY 17TH
10 -12 MIDDAY
(Please bring your own bags)
EVENING TALK:
WEDNESDAY MAY 21ST 8PM

"Gardening is Fun - Ask the Kids! Interactive"
Marie Shallcross

ST MARK'S CHURCH HALL,
CHURCH ROAD,
BIGGIN HILL.

For more information please contact :
Membership Secretary Helen Wanford on:
07866 706165

(www.bigginhillhorticulturalsociety.co.uk
Facebook: Biggin Hill & District Horticultural Society
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Registered Charity

No: 1056336 Wednesday

Thel'liI r'?é:rl{'dﬁll l(Jllﬁl’ub.’

Enjoy a warm welcome at our Lunch Club which
is open from 12.15pm until 2pm. A three course
meal is provided which is cooked on the premises.
Afterwards hot drinks are served. Transport within
Biggin Hill can be provided at a small cost.

Supporting people over 50

Our Day Centre provides a friendly
and sociable environment where
you will be supported by our

professional care staff.
Start the day with a cuppa and a chat!

Morning and afternoon activities. Three course lunch cooked on the
premises. The Centre is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The Centre
provides respite for carers

Do you have difficulty doing Assisted
your grocery shopping? Shopping

Our Assisted Shopping takes place on Thursday mornings and is for Biggin
Hill residents who live independently but need help with their weekly grocery
shop. Call Annette on 01959 700411.

Our Art Group meets on Wednesdays from

2pm. Everyone is welcome from novice to

expert. Light refreshments are provided. A
small donation is requested for each session.

All places must be booked in advance. For more information,
please call us on 01959 577400 or email
bigginhillcommunitycare@gmail.com.

You can also visit our website: bigginhillcommunitycare.org
or scan the QR code.

We hire St. Mark’s Hall, Church Road for our Day Centre,
Lunch Club and Art Group.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
BHCCA needs help with transport for our members for the Lunch Club
(Wednesdays) and the Assisted Shopping (Thursday mornings). If you are
able to use your own car to help and would like more details, please call
Annette on 01959 700411 (for the shopping) or the Centre number
01959 577400 (for the Lunch Club.)



ihelChar, WWellCht ities

- ]
House Clearance and Waste Disposal Services
- Professional, sympathetic dearance, collecticn and waste manasgerment
solutions you can rety on making a stressful tash. hassle free.
Dionated goods are resold through our network of charity shops,
the preceeds dedicated to our fundraising projects,

Items unfit for sale are recycled or
disposed of safely at a competitive rate,

k -l..l 1
SCAN HERE ERSUrin sté 5 kept inimum,
ko Bd- cut mars
y =

: S o
Committed to improving the lives of cancer and leukasmia patients i -
by making a real difference to cancer care in our laéal communitias,

Our chanty shops gre located In Selsdan, Croydon, Westerham,
Tatsfield and Peckham and our services are available across these
areas as well az London and the Sauth-East

BOOK ONLNE www.chartwellcancertrust.co.uk/house-clearance/!

01959 570322 o m

At St. Mark’s.....
[ MusicAtSt Marks |

St. Mark’s Music - songs Every Monday from
and fellowship with a lively touch. 10.00 am in the Church Hall

: during school terms. Contact the
Call Chris on 01959 700815 for Barigh Office for details - 01959
more details .
577816 - or just come along.

[ HomeGrows | [ 'BellRinging ]

Please contact the Parish Office
fortnight for fellowship and Bible onl01959 577816

Study. For more information
contact Alison on 01959 540482 1¢! Biaain Hill Guides

Home groups meet every

Please contact Rosemary
Spurway on 01959 575717




BRIGHTLIGHT
Electrician

Private & Commercial

NAPIT Part P registered
J.I.B. qualified
Over 30 years experience

Rewires
Additional points
Lighting
EV chargers i

EICR test T: 01959 466024

Fuseboard upgrades Ll

Call Terry on 07930 673210 CARPET
brightlight01@btinternet.com CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEAN

MINI CABS

AIRPORT CARS BIGGIN HILL
YOUR LOCAL
LICENSED MINI CABS

01959 540550

15



Trading 5=

Standards

Courier Fraud Warning

Bromley Trading Standards is reminding residents to be wary of
unexpected phone calls from people falsely claiming to be from the
police or the bank, following local reports of courier fraud activit?/ in
Orpington. The warning is also in support of the 'Operation Callback’
courier fraud campaign by the Metropolitan Police, which aims to raise
awareness of courier fraud to prevent offences.

Courier fraud is not only responsible for financial loss, it can also
cause significant emotional harm.In cases where fraudsters are posing
as the police, the fraudster t)(/fically asks a resident to assist in police
investigations, either by withdrawing cash, buying foreign currency, or
purchasing expensive items. The fraudster might have some personal
information about people such as their name, address and banking
information, which makes the call appear more genuine.

Fraudsters may also pose as the bank and ask a resident to withdraw
money and not to speak to anyone. They will also provide false
reasons for the withdrawal to explain to the bank, such as the money
being for a relative, to buy a car, for a family holiday, etc. A 'courier' is
then sent to collect cash, jewellery, or bank cards from the resident,
who is falsely promised that any monies will be reimbursed — this is not
true. Bank cards are especially used rapidly to make expensive
purchases.

There are other examples of how fraudsters trick people, such as:
The resident’s bank needs to issue a new card

Money has been removed from their bank account and staff at the
local branch are responsible

Suspects have been arrested but the ‘police' need money as evidence,

A business is operating fraudulently and they require assistance to
secure evidence

Trading Standards advice to protect yourself from fraud.

If you receive an unexpected phone call from one of these fraudsters,
the Trading Standards advice is to HANG UP immediately — before the
fraudster can persuade you that your money is at risk; they can be
very convincing. Even if they have certain information, be careful not to
assume this is genuine. Never hand over your bank cards or valuables
— if your card is cancelled, destroy it yourself. Call your bank on 159 to

16



check your account is secure, leave it a good while or use a different
phone. Fraudsters can trick people into thinking they are speaking to
the bank, but in reality, the fraudster is still on the line.

Call 159 to speak directly to your bank 159 - Stop Scams UK
https://stopscamsuk.org.uk/our-work/159-phone-number/

Re O_I;t to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or on the Action Fraud
website
https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/reporting-fraud-and-cyber-crime

Contact Citizens Advice for help and advice on 0808 223 1133 or on
the Citizens Advice website.
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/

If you have been tricked into sending money by bank payment, check
out the Toolkit and UK Finance Authorised Push Payment Fraud
guidance for more information on recovering lost money

https://www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/been-scammed

A X 3 X
““ ""
N s eyt iy gw
%ﬁ\s 26 APRIL 2025 %2,7 |
A
ARRIVAL 7:00 PM  START 7.30PM - FINISH TIPM é?#

A

ST MARK'S CHURCH, MAIN ROAD, THI& JLE
With music from local band ‘Hoi Polloi’

Entertainment from thu-.'ltw:nshnume Morris Men'

COD AND CHIPS
BYO BOTTLE!

TICKRETS £25 PER FERSON
FROM ST MARK'S CHURCH




Mobile
Chiropodist

Chiropody undertaken
in the comfort of
your own home

Mandy Gifford m.mnstcnp

HCPC Registered

Gateway to the Glgﬂ :

|Registered Member of the Institute
of Chiropody and Podiatry

Tel: 07944 763045

DAVID RUDD AND SON
Orchavrds PLUMBING AND HEATING LTD

o ) COMMERCIAL &
.Jw:""r Maintenance I! DOMESTIC

B e ENGINEERS
Making your gardew o delight!

R ; R ; Full central heating systems and boiler
m‘ow‘mg Weed.] ng exchanges carried out for GAS, LPG
» digging * planting and Oil (Kerosene)
e pruning » hedge trimming
« pressure washing Installers of Worcester, Valliant and
Glow Worm boilers with up to 12 year
Phone : 01959 570244 warranty.

tmails orchawdgordening.tnl 6@gmail.com

All types of Plumbing, Heating and

Drainage
Your local . Boiler breakdown — Diagnostics and
. i “ 4
friendly pest - Repairs 2L

Full bathroom design
and installations

Tel: 01959 577072
Mobile: 07831 641664
07957 940905

e-mail:davidruddandson@hotmail.com

company

. We pride ourselves on our
Contact us for expert advice workmanship. WRAS Approved

01959 565 777
info@safeguardpestcontrol.co.uk A -

@ e i S [0/ & == G
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Church Registers

FUNERALS

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His
compassion never fails; every morning they are renewed”

Gary Cyril Suter
lan Charles Connor
Patricia Tricia Joan Elson

BURIAL OF ASHES

Kenneth Raymond Munnery

The Light Of The World

Lucy was invited to take part in a Sunday school service. She learned
her part, stood up and forgot her lines. Her Mum in the front row
prompted her - "l am the light of the world". Lucy says, "My Mum is the
light of the world!" There are smiles at her innocent mistake! But wasn't
she right? Our Mums are truly the lights of the world.

Barry

Flowers for Church

If you would like to make a
donation towards the cost of
flowers in church for a
particular week, to mark an
anniversary or a special
event, please contact either
Caroline Budimir on 01959
576093 or the Parish Office
on 01959 577816




Moving Model Display

The Moving Models Display event took place in St Mark’s Church Hall
on Saturday the 15" March. It was well attended and many adults and
children were able to have a go on the various tracks.Our thanks to
those who took part:

Dean with Scalextric layout: several speed records were broken. Paul
and David Nash with the amazing scenic railway, loosely based on
Biggin Hill, featuring the Airport and Stock Hill - built especially for the
occasion. Mark Newman with model railway with 1960s trackside
models and road signs, but with British Rail Class 395 Javelin, and a
very popular
- Thomas the
Tank Engine

Neil Walker
with a lego
train layout
with three train
sets.

BLINDS e SHUTTERS
e CONSERVATORY BLINDS

Verticals | Rollers | Venetians | Romans | Panels
Pleated |Conservatory Blinds | Plantation Shutters

FREE Professional design advice on all of our products

Appointments in the comfort of your own home - at times that suit YOU

A fantastic range of styles, colours and products from top named brands to choose from
Reliable and friendly customer service

Expert Measuring and Fitting
©Only using manufacturers who are compliant to BS EN13120

From your Local Specialist Blind supplier based in Biggin Hill

To discuss your requirements call us on: 01959 509179
email: info@benasa.net or visit us online at www.benasa.net

D @ B E N

safe The difference is in the detail
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Keep FIT
Slmp e

Solving all your technicol support worries, calmly and patiently
in your own home, by someone who cares

= Mew Device Setup

> Instruction & Tuition

> Cleaning & Cooling

> Wirus & Malware Remowval
> Hardware Upgrades

> Remote Support

= Small Business Support

> WiFi Routers & Networking
> Cloud Storage

> Data Backup

> Data Recovery

> E-mail Support

> PCs & Laptops

> Printers

> Smartphones

= Tablets

> Televisions

= Wireless Security Cameras

07375 416 176
dan@kisit.co.uk




SHIRLEY COX DANCE STUDIO
24, Aperfield Rd. Biggin Hill
TN16 3LU

MONDAY
7.00-8.00 Beginners Ballroom & Latin Class
8.00-9.00 Improvers Ballroom & Latin Class

TUESDAY
7.30-9.30 Practice for competitors

WEDNESDAY
4.30-5.15 Children’s Ballroom & Latin Classes

THURSDAY
10-00-12.00 Coffee Dance (No instruction)
1.30-2.30 Line Dancing

FRIDAY
.30-10.15 Fit Dance
.15-5.00 First Steps Ballet from 4 years
.00-6.00 Grade 2 Ballet & Acro Ballet
.00-7.00 Adult Tap Class

SATURDAY
Private Lessons

All enquiries please tel: 01959 572859
or email info@shirleycoxdance.co.uk
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TUESDAYS AT S:30PM
CALL SOPHIE ON 0?27 34522

BIGSIN HILL

BLUNDELLS SQVASH CLVB

TAIL LANE

(OPP CHARLES DARWIN SCHOOL)
TN SAV

WEDNESDAYS AT 10:00AM

CALL SOPHIE ON 87929 S6s22¢8
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Iit's so easy...

Please go to our website by scanning the QR
...to support St Mark’s Church and you code with your phone and then select 'web’.
can gift Aid your donation too
OR
-' type https://www.movingchurch.org/support7/
into the app you use to search the web.

Then follow the instructions on screen. You will
need your debit or credit card.

THANK YOU!

The people of St. Mark’s Church would like you to
know that we pray for Biggin Hill regularly.

If you would like us to pray for you, someone you know or for
something that concerns you, please let us know and we will be
happy to do so. In order to comply with the Data Protection
Regulations, please ensure you have the permission of the person to
be prayed for.

Please contact the Church office. The times the office is open can be
found on page four. A message can be left on the answer machine
outside of these times - 01959 577816

If you prefer, you could send your prayer request to St. Mark’s
Vicarage, 10, Church Road, Biggin Hill, Kent TNI6 3LB
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We've raised

£975 for St Mark’s

with easyfundraising!

Help us raise EVEN MORE for
FREE when you shop online

Use the link below to support Us

( www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarksbigginhiII/J

4, 300 anline sites will gve us a free donation
whien you shop with them - at no exira cost (o you!

— eniy  ME&S  seowon B s [ seitch
PRS- i viking QS0S @'} : Pl

Download the easyfundraising App
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Sustainable bedding?

April heralds the arrival of summer bedding plants in garden centres
while customers choose their favourite plants to grow from seed. For
those that are not familiar with bedding
plants, they are half hardy annuals sold as
plants in small pots or packets to plant in the
garden border or in containers once the risk
of frost has passed.

During the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s, local parks
& and gardens, National Trust and private
estates open to the public, were awash with
colourful displays, using bedding and tropical
like plants grown from seed and cuttings,
such as Petunia, Begonia, Lobelia,
Geranium, grown at their own nursery. | was
a gardener for
a local
| authority for
fifty years,
it ht learning my
trade as an apprentlce to park
management. Thousands of plants
were planted by council teams, creating
a kaleidoscope of colours up and down
the country. The plants were removed by autumn, to be followed by the
planting of spring flowering plants and bulbs. Millions of people would
flock to royal and local parks to admire the range of colours. Today,
sadly there are very few colourful displays in parks, but they can still

; be seen outside Buckingham Palace and
other royal parks, admired by thousands of
visitors.

Now the Royal Horticultural Society suggest
they are falling out of fashion because of
their unsustainability, cost and
environmental reasons. According to the
RHS they are being replaced by perennials
as these are longer living and less thirsty
plants.

Yet, bedding growers are putting up a
R staunch defence. No perennial can perform




in the same way as bedding plants. Bought in flower and if dead
headed will continue to flower until the first frost in the autumn.

Bedding plants give instant colour and, in some cases, can be
overwintered, to grow on for next year Osteospermum, Geraniums,
Fuchsia’s and Gazanias
for example, can all be
saved. Also, many ',
provide plenty of material
to take cuttings from
during the summer, to

Maintenance of
perennials can vary Y ¥ |
according to the species, which can be confusing and like beddlng are
also susceptible to slugs and snails.

Bedding plants are also an excellent filler this time of year, whether in
hanging baskets, containers or in between perennials in the border, to
provide extra colour and interest. There are also climbing annuals,
Sweet Peas give height, easy to grow, and bring an exotic feeling to
the garden with their powerful scent.

To have a host of cheerful bedding plants, planting and looking after
them can provide mental health and physical benefits.They are easy
to look after and less costly than perennials. They will give months of
happiness to all ages whether young or old.

Go to your local garden centres in April and May and enjoy choosing
your plants or purchase seed - it is not too late to sow in April under
glass or on the windowsill. Grow on to plant outside when the weather
is warmer in May but be careful of late frosts. Alternatively, join us at
the horticultural society plant sale, details below.

Enjoy your garden, you know it makes sense!

Biggin Hill & District Horticultural Society welcome you to join us for the
forthcoming talks.

Dates for your diary.

Saturday 5™ April Spring Flower Show (doors open at
3pm)
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Wednesday 16" April Gardeners Evening

“Exhibiting and Growing Sweet Peas” by Bryan Everest
Saturday 17" May Plant Sale 10am — 12pm
Wednesday 21t May Gardeners Evening

“Gardening is Fun- ask the kids!- interactive” by Marie Shallcross

Evening talks, flower shows, and plant sale are at St Marks Church
Hall, Church Hall, from 8 to 10 pm (doors open at 7.30) unless stated
otherwise. Refreshments, cake, garden sundries, plants to purchase
and raffle are all available.

Come and enjoy gardening with the volunteers in the Sensory Garden

for some relaxing gardening, meet like-minded people or wish to know

more about gardening, please contact Nick Hagon. We need more

wiggin Hijs volunteers to help maintain Kings Road Open
Space, Sensory Garden and Mine Shaw.

Nick Hagon (Biggin Hill & District Horticultural
e Society) & Biggin Hill Friends of the Parks)
5 please call 01959 575799 between 6.30 and
i ds o 9pm.
Par¥

Good Friday 18™ April

Activities and crafts for all the family!
10am in the church hall

Followed by the Family Service in Church and then
hot cross buns and drinks!
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THE MOVING CHURCH NEWS

IS THE PARISH MAGAZINE OF
St. MARK'S CHURCH, BIGGIN HILL

St. Mark’s is known as the “Moving Church” as in the 1950’s it was
constructed from materials. brought from the redundant church of All
Saints North Peckham. This remarkable feat of dismantling and building
carried out by local Biggin Hill people was accomplished through the
initiative and vision of the then vicar, The Revd. Vivian Symons. He
mobilised the local parishioners to create a truly worthy parish church in
place of their ageing corrugated iron building. This fascinating story is
recounted in an‘illustrated colour.guide available from the Church.

St. Mark’s is a pilgrim church; we do not simply accept the status quo, we
are on a spiritual journey.as pilgrims of old, actively seeking to draw
closer to God and discover His will both in our own lives and the life of our
local church and community which we love and serve. We are anxious
“not to store up treasures here on earth” but.to use all our church
resources given by God, in His service and for His glory.

We want to share the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ with all
those in our parish and neighbourhood. Hopefully this is portrayed by the
way we live our lives, and speak to others.

We respect that we are all children of God, and we want to discover Christ
in each other, encouraging personal growth in our individual-relationship
with each other and with Jesus.

Worship is an integral part of our love for God, and we want our services
to reflect dignity and sensitivity as well as joy and thanksgiving.

St. Mark’s Church, Biggin Hill - People's Prayer
Dear God in Heaven who loves us so much,
Thank You for everything You do and provide for us.
We pray for Your church and community here in
Biggin Hill, that we may know Your plans for us
in this special town.

Especially, we pray for help in bringing all Your
children to You, so they may come to know You fully,
through our actions enabled by Your Spirit,

And through the life, teaching and example of
Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen

29



COMMUNITY TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Age UK - Bromley & Greenwich
Benefit Enquiry Line
Biggin Hill Aperfield W.I.
Biggin Hill Community Care Association
Biggin Hill Councillors: Melanie Stevens
Sophie Dunbar
Jonathan Andrews (Darwin)

Biggin Hill Evening W.I.
Biggin Hill Horticultural Society
Biggin Hill Library
Biggin Hill Musical Theatre Company
Biggin Hill Residents Association -
Biggin Hill Rangers, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
Biggin Hill Romanian Group
Biggin Hill Society
Biggin Hill Scout Group
Bromley Council — Office Hours
Bromley Council - Emergency out of hours
Bromley Social Services --- child referrals
Bromley Social Services --- adult referrals
Childline (confidential helpline for children)
Citizen’s Advice Bureau (Bromley)
Community Links, Bromley
Crimestoppers
Dial-a-Ride (For registration and enquiries)
Doctor’s Surgeries —

Stock Hill Surgery

Norheads Lane Surgery
Domestic Violence - 24hr Helpline

0208 315 1850
0800 88 22 00
01959 571360
01959 577400
07900 171266
07929 365228
07811 313 559
01959 700973

01959 575799
01959 528053

01959 701829
07763 215037
01959 575717
07802 575417
01959 572569
07983 447721
0208 464 3333
0300 303 8671
0208 461 7373
0208 461 7777

0800 1111 (24 hr)

0208 315 1940
0208 315 1900
0800 555 111

0343 222 7777

01959 580011
01959 574488
0808 2000 247

Electrical power cut - to be connected to the local network operator 105

FOAL Farm (Friends of Animals League)
GAS Emergency 24 hr freephone
National Childbirth Trust (Biggin Hill)
New Life Church
NHS help line when you need medical advice
Police: Non Emergency Reporting

Local Safer Neighbourhood Team:

Princess Royal University Hospital
RAF Biggin Hill Memorial Museum & Chapel

St. Mark’s Parish Office
Schools - Biggin Hill Primary
Charles Darwin Secondary
Cudham Primary
Oaklands Primary
Tatsfield Primary
Samaritans (Local branch) - 01689 833 000
Textphone for hard of hearing
Spitfire Youth Centre
St. John Ambulance
Thames Water
Trading Standards Rogue Traders Rapid Response
Valley Hall Community Association
Victim Support Scheme
Westerham Hill Baptist Church

01959 572209 or

24 hr -

01959 572386
0800 111 999
01959 701765
01959 571667
111

101

020 8721 2820
01689 863000
01959 422414
01959 577816
01959 575846
01959 574043
01959 572673
01959 573963
01959 577356
08457 90 90 90
08457 90 91 92
01959 574835
01959 701281
0845 920 0800
07903 852 090

01959 573917/570020

0208 776 7071
01732 867516



The Next Moving Church News

Month

Deadline Published
June - July 16" May 1st June
August - Sept 18" July 3 August
Oct - Nov 12" September | 28" September
Dec - Jan 26 14" November | 30" November

The Moving Church News is published every two months. For more
information or for advertisement enquiries please contact Neil Walker -
neil.walkerz@gmail.com - 01959 700815 or through the Parish Office

Contributions are welcome especially from local community groups or
schools. Please contact Neil as above.

Parish office: 01959 577816

Email: admin@movingchurch.org
St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org

li st mark's biggin hill - 'the moving church'

Keeping up with
everything at St. Mark’s.

If you want to receive a regular
email giving all of the details of
events and services at St. Mark’s
please send your details to Chris
Walker. Her email is chrissy.
walkerz@gmail.com. Your email
address will not be passed on to
anyone else.

ADVERTISE HERE!
An ad in full colour costs from
just £60 per year.

3100 copies of the Moving
Church News are distributed in

Biggin Hill every 2 months

Provide your own material or we will
design an ad. for you

Contact Neil for more details
01959 700815
neil.walkerz@gmail.com
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W. UDEN & SONS LTD

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Est. 1881

186 Main Road, Biggin Hill
Tel: 01959 573130

(24hr answer service)

OFFERING A FULL SERVICE
PREPAID FUNERALS AVAILABLE

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
on the premises

Continuing to build on the family

fraditions of personal and caring
service for over 100 years in the

area

We are always available to visit you personally to
make any necessary arrangements in the privacy of
your own home.

Branches at Petts Wood, Sidcup, Eltham,
Dulwich, Bexleyheath & Camberwell




