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Welcome to the Moving Church News
the bi-monthly magazine of

St. Mark’s Church, Biggin Hill
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St. Mark’s Parish Church,B ggl Hill
Church Road, Biggin Hill, Kent, TN16 3LB
Parish office: 01959 577816
Email: admin@movingchurch.org
St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org

Vicar - The position vacant at this time.

01959 572684
01959 576093

For Hall Bookings, Baptism, Wedding and general enquiries,
please contact the Parish Office.

Office hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
9.30 am to 12 noon

Patrick O Sullivan
Caroline Budimir

Church Wardens

Services at St. Mark’s
First Sunday in the month

10.30am All Age Worship

Other Sundays
10.30am Parish Communion

Wednesdays
10.00am Holy Communion Service

It's so easy.

Please go to our website by scanning the QR
code with your phone and then select 'web’.

OR

...to support St Mark’s Church and you
can gift Aid your donation too

<[]
E

type https://www.movingchurch. org/support7/
into the app you use to search the web

Then follow the instructions on screen. You will
need your debit or credit card.

THANK YOU!

New Goals for a New Year

At this time of year, we often start afresh with new goals,
aims and resolutions to make our lives healthier, goal focused
and to have a fresh purpose.

However, for many of us, we have failed to keep a resolution,
or are struggling to keep them going. With the grey, cold days of
January and February seeming to keep the winter with us forever
we can give up quickly.

In the late 1880’s a young American girl, Helen Keller was left
blind and deaf after a serious illness. At the time support for
people with hearing or sight impediments was very limited. It
would have been very easy for her family to give up in trying to
support Helen and in turn, for Helen herself and her teacher
Annie Sullivan Macy to keep up with the struggle to
communicate.

| remember reading about Helen and Annie when | was at
school aged 7, reading how Helen never gave up hope and went
on to become a famous disability rights advocate and political
activist. She brought hope to many people when they were in
desperate need. Helen is quoted saying ‘Hope sees the invisible,
feels the intangible and achieves the impossible’.

We can read about Jesus’ baptism the start of his ministry, in
the Bible, in Matthew chapter 3. This was a time in history when
people were feeling disillusioned and had given up hope under
Roman rule. They were in desperate need of ‘hope that sees the
invisible, feels the intangible and achieves the impossible’. God
stepped in, by giving the good news of Christ’s calling, which is
to give hope, renewal and comfort to the World.

In this new year, | wish you the hope, confidence and energy
that a new year brings.

Anne Nash
Licenced Lay Minister in training at St Mark’s Biggin Hill.



St Mark’s 10th Christmas Tree Festival

| don’t know about you but | really love Christmas! | love the
lights and decorations, on the streets, in the shops and in
people’s homes.

For the last ten years, St Mark’s Church has gradually
established a tradition of calling together children, individual
people, local organisations, representatives for local businesses
and the community, as well as a variety of groups from the
church, to take part in our Christmas Tree Festival. Last year,
2025, was no exception.

Our Festival of Light shone out each evening from November
28" for all to see, with trailing lights falling from the centre of the
church rafters - 22 trees and 6 wreaths served to enhance the
already striking building. It is difficult to single out anything
because everything was created with energy and enthusiasm,
ideas flowing, producing unique designs to reflect their owners.
For example- both the Biggin Hill Brownie packs, the Guides and
the Scouts (including the Beavers and Cubs), all produced trees
with ornaments made by individual members, guided by their
leaders. The church music group tree was covered with musical
instruments and symbols. The Biggin Hill Library reflected the 75
year anniversary of the Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe story
with beautifully painted scenes from the book. The 10 foot
church tree was adorned with symbols from the Bible and the
Christian story, all created by members of the congregation. The
Secret Fairy Door wreath sported a beautiful deer emerging from
a doorway decorated with greenery.... | could go on but there
were 22 trees, and 6 wreaths — not to mention one decorated
window where children could post their messages to Father
Christmas.

It was truly lovely, especially when all the individual sets of lights
were switched on. Everyone who came to see was amazed at
the scene and enjoyed searching for the figures hidden on each
piece. Thank goodness it was left on display until Twelfth Night
so that we could continue to enjoy the spectacle!

So dare | say it — here’s looking forward to Christmas this year —
our 11" Christmas Tree Festival at St Mark’s. If you missed it in
2025, don’t miss it on 2026! The last weekend in November.

Caroline Budimir. Churchwarden.

PS.. Don’t forget - Messy Church activity on Good Friday April
31— 10am-12 midday - in the Church Hall. A morning of craft
and fun for children, their parents, grandparents and carers! You
don’t have to get messy but paints, glue, stickers, leaves,
flowers and such like do tend to leave a trail sometimes..... Such
Fun!

Christmas Tree Festival 2025 Contributors

. Chiurch tres E:g,gl-ur Hill Scouts Friends of 5t i‘.-e.n.r-ﬁpg.
“E,I.-I‘l-'l'lur-i['.- Care BH Horticultural Soc 1 Mew Life il
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: 2 Blggin HIll Brownies _r-.*lr-r;"mr-i-n n sheds I PLEWS garden design
_F!-ih'_g:-n Hill Likrary Councillors [ Victory House
' Art Group Friends of the Park || Fows and Bows
Biggin Hill Guides Biggin Hill Florist Sandy Toes Craft
| Music at 5t Mark's Foal Farm | Sandra Bashford il
I Morheads surgery Slimming World ™ -.*“11 Biggin Hill Brownies

Tastie Toasties






At St. Mark’s.....
SRS [ 6eby & Todder Grow |

St. Mark’s Music - songs Every Monday from
and fellowship with a lively touch. 10.00 am in the Church Hall

; during school terms. Contact the
Call Chris on 01999, 700815 for"parish Office for details - 01959

577816 - or just come along.

Please contact the Parish Office
on 01959 577816

| Home Groups

Home groups meet every
fortnight for fellowship and Bible
Study. For more information |
please contact the Parish office

15t Bigqin Hill Guides |

Please contact Rosemary
Spurway on 01959 575717

Messy Church

For all the family on
Friday 3 April 10am
Child based activities with a story and songs

Followed at 11.30am by our Family Service in church

Afterwards there will be Hot Cross Buns and drinks

T
“~COACH HIRE

DAY TRIFS B3GGIN HILL AREDN
PICK UP  BUS STOP OPPOSITE WAITROSE, MAIN ROAD, GIGGIN HILL

Wiednesday 4 Febnuary — Blotchicy Park. Bodfordshins - £40p0

Fnday 13 Febraary — [radibona Afbemoon [ ea, The innon the Lake, Gresesend - Z490p
Thursday 19 Mebraary - Snoswdrons Calravagansa, Welland Mark, Mesry - T37po
Fridfany 77 Fehimuary — The Crafling Shew, Sandomemn Park - E35pp

Thursday & March — Srawhill Garden CortreWirg s Aviation Muscum, Balcombe - £38pp
Friday 13 arch — Crossness Pumging Staten, 1Trameamead - E5pp

Thuersday 19 Karch — Sesirgburst Casie Garders Kont - £46p0, MT £28pp

luesday 24 March — Port Lymone, Kand - Eolpn

Blonday 30 March - Day Trip 1o Castboume 23500

Saburchay 4 Sprill — Dy Trip do Soadsbers & Foood Festreal - £28pn

Thuersday 9 &pril — Tulley's Tulip Festival, Susscx - £46pn

Ihursday 16 Apnl — Hghchene Casie - £48pn FULL

Sunday 129 Apeil - Tradilional Allesmoon Tea & entertamnment, Cridgeswood Manor - C5Top
Tussday 27 April — Dy Trip o Whitsiahles - E268pp

Monday 11 May - Day Trg bo Waorhing - F25pp

Tussday 158 My — Londion Basal Tip Litte Venio= lo Samden Lack redom - ES5Zpp
Wrdnesday 27 Kay — Day Trip fo Golchestor - £20pn

Friday 29 May — S5t Warny s House & Gardens, Gramiber, Sussex - £E420p

Thursday Z3 July - Faalty Towers Siboom The Maiowe Thealne, Canterbury - E31pe

Tal: B18E] 3 S
Emad i
wreres Al lanltvg cnssshhing. ook
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Hall for Hire

Weekday mornings, evenings and weekends available

Well equipped kitchen, tables and upholstered chairs
Secure outside space
Overhead projector, microphones & hearing loop
Disabled access and toilets
Sprung floor for dancing

Maximum capacity 100 people

Aperfield WI Hall
4 Lebanon Gardens
Biggin Hill
TN16 3HA
aperfieldwihall21@gmail.com

07849 732964

» Meetings ¢ Parties * Dance/Exercise Classes * Craft Classes  Toddler/Play Groups
Preferential rates and storage for regular hirers
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Christingle Services

On Christmas Eve St Marks Church was pleased to welcome over
250 adults and children to our two Christingle Services held at 3pm
and 5pm. The services were held on behalf of The Children’s
Society and collections taken at the services raised the sum of
£368.01 which has been sent to them.

Each child at the services received a Christingle, made up of a
lighted candle (representing Jesus’s light in the world bringing hope
to people living in darkness), mounted on an orange (representing
the world), with red tape around the middle (indicating God’s love
and the blood of Christ shed on the Cross). Four cocktail sticks
bearing dried fruit and sweets stuck into the orange represented
the four seasons and God'’s creations.

The Children's Society, formally the Church of England Children's
Society, is a United Kingdom national children's charity allied to the
Church of England, which aims to give every child the greatest
possible chance in life. It was founded in 1881 by Edward Rudolf,
a young Sunday school teacher and civil servant in South London.
Today the Children’s Society works directly with some of the most
disadvantaged children. They do this through their extensive
network of front line services, supported by an army of volunteers.

The Charity supports vulnerable children facing abuse,
exploitation, neglect, poverty, and mental health struggles, working
directly with young people and campaigning for systemic change to
improve children's lives. They focus on issues like modern slavery,
the care system, refugee support and poverty, aiming to build a
society where every child has hope.

To find out more about The Children’s Society please visit their
website at
www.childrenssociety.org.uk

Christine Reeks

Parish Administrator
St Marks Church
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Wednesday

2 - Lunch Club

28 '

i he Friendly Club!
S8 Enjoy a warm welcome at our Lunch Club which
23 is open from 12.15pm until 2pm. A three course
5 S meal is provided which is cooked on the premises.
Lo Afterwards hot drinks are served. Transport within

Biggin Hill may be available.

Our Day Centre provides a friendly and
sociable environment where you will be
supported by our professional
care staff.

Biggin Hill

Day Centre

Start the day with a cuppa and a chat! Morning and afternoon activities.
Three course lunch cooked on the premises.
The Centre is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
The Centre provides respite for carers

Assisted
Shopping

Our Assisted Shopping takes place on Thursday mornings and is for Biggin
Hill residents who live independently but need help with their weekly grocery
shop. Call Annette on 01959 700411.

Do you have difficulty doing
your grocery shopping?

Our Art Group meets on Wednesdays from

2pm. Everyone is welcome from novice to

expert. Light refreshments are provided. A
small donation is requested for each session.

All places must be booked in advance. For more information,
please call us on 01959 577400 or email
bigginhillcommunitycare@gmail.com.

You can also visit our website: bigginhillcommunitycare.org
or scan the QR code.

We hire St. Mark’s Hall, Church Road for our Day Centre,
Lunch Club and Art Group.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS
BHCCA needs help with transport for our members for the Lunch Club
(Wednesdays) and the Assisted Shopping (Thursday mornings). If you are
able to use your own car to help and would like more details, please call
Annette on 01959 700411 (for the shopping) or the Centre number
01959 577400 (for the Lunch Club.)



The Chartwell RUSH

House Clearance and Waste Disposal Services

Professional, sympathetic clearance, collection and waste management

solutions you can rely on making a stressful fask, hassle free. Donated goods
are resold through our network of charlty shops, the proceaeds
dedicated to our fundraising projects,

" Items unfit for sale are recycled or disposed
of safely at a competitive rate, ensuring
wasis is kept to a minimum.

Owur charity shops are located in Selsdon, Tatsfield and i

Peckham and our services are available across these areas
as well as London, the South-East and Kent.

W chartwellcancertrust.co.uk
E: collections@chartwellcancertrust.co.uk

Committed to improving the lives of cancer and leukaemia patients and
oncology communities by moking a real difference to concer care.

BRIGHTLIGHT
Electrician

Private & Commercial

NAPIT Part P registered
J.I.B. qualified
Over 30 years experience

Rewires
Additional points
Lighting
EV chargers
EICR test
Fuseboard upgrades

Call Terry on 07930 673210

T: 01959 466024

W: carpetbright.ub.com

an | : CARPET
brightlight01@btinternet.com CARFET & UPHOLSTERY CLEAN NG

THE BIGGIN HILL & DISTRICT
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Well hello, if you’re not already a valued member then why
not join us this year 2026 or maybe you’d like to buy an
annual membership for a family member, friend or
someone special. It’s just something a little extra and
different, for maybe a Birthday, Christmas present or just
a treat!

If you’re interested, all you have to do is give our
membership secretary Helen a call on
07866 706165 or email helen.wanford 18@gmail.com
It is£10 per household for a year’s subscription which
entitles you to free entry to all our shows and evening talks!

"We do hope we've i”l'

ti - v, -
1 Kol talked you into # 5 f
§ joining us! ﬁ

MINI CABS

AIRPORT CARS BIGGIN HILL
YOUR LOCAL
LICENSED MINI CABS

01959 540550
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All Change!

Since | last wrote to you, circumstances have changed, and | now stand
as an independent group of one. | remain completely loyal to those who
supported me and my independent status. However, after 12 years of
servin? our community, as you will know | have decided that | will not
stand for re-election in May 2026.

| want to express my heartfelt thanks to the community for allowing me
the privilege of representing you, working alongside you, and earning
your trust, confidence, and friendship. | have made wonderful friends,
worked with truly inspiring people, experienced highs and lows,
celebrated successes, learned from failures, and laughed until the tears
rolled down my cheeks. It has been an incredible journey and an
absolute joy.

Change is a natural part of life, something we all must navi?ate and
adapt to. For me, now is the right time to begin a new chapter—Dboth
personally and for our community.

Although | will be stepping down as your Councillor in May 2026, | will
continue to serve in my roles as Chairman of the Bi%gin ill Business
Association, Carnival Secretary, and Trustee of the Biggin Hill
Community Care Association.

| also hope to build on the important work we have done to support our
veterans and war heroes. Last year, our Biggin Hill community raised
over £15,000 for the Poppy Appeal—an amazing achievement. All funds
go directly to supporting our armed forces community. However, we
often focus most of our efforts in November, and yet veterans and their
families need support 24/7, all year round. Working with a small group
of residents, we aim to increase awareness and fundraising throughout
the year. | will keep you updated on our progress and the ways you can
get involved.

The Biggin Hill bug has certainly got me—and it’s not letting go!

Our village continues to experience change: some positive, some more
challenging. But throughout this period of adjustment, we must hold
firmly to our Christian values and our strong village ethos. We must
remain tolerant, kind, and forgiving as we move from what was once
familiar towards what will become our new normal.

Let us not mourn the past, but build confidently on the lessons it has
taught us.

Councillor Melanie Stevens

Councillor Melanie Stevens

Your local independent councillor, committed to making life in
Biggin Hill better for you and your family.

Contact: Melanie.stevens@bromley.gov.uk
07900 171 266

Proudly serving Biggin Hill for 12 years.
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What's On at The Arts Society Limpsfield

Temara de Lempicka by Alexandra Epps
Wednesday 25 February at Limpsfield Church Hall RH8 0DG,
Guests £10 on the door
Lecture starts at 2.15 pm, Refreshments beforehand

How Russia sold off much of its cultural heritage following the

revolution. Tom Flynn
Wednesday 25 March at Limpsfield Church Hall RH8 0DG
Lecture starts at 2.15pm and REPEATED at 7.30pm

Guests £10 on the door

The Stirling Prize: British Architecture’s Oscars by Brian Stator

Wednesday 29 April
Limpsfield Church Hall RH8 ODG 7.30pm Guests £10 at the door
Evening only lecture, refreshments served beforehand

BEBLINDS « SHUTTERS
- COMSERWVATORY BLINDS

e ahes | IR | wiesremSomiam | Flosrrismess | 50 i

1 ns s oy o e 1 s bl L Bl = Rk 1 L Lo 5 1y e laa w s

P ————T
Tio discusss your neguEererments call us on: 0192559 SO0917T3
el infodifemnase el OF vilall S Onlnes &t sesees seruesos, et




n”.”'q, ; L-ftr Mobile

Z nifligen Chiropodist Church Registers
E;-rlm._.k;g,, Ch[ropody undertaken
Are you looking for relaxation, improved quality of ';ot:fo?,:/’;n;%r;‘;f “The SteadfaSt love Of the Lord never ceases, H]S

sleep, boosted energy levels and restored vitality?

Mandv Gifford compassion never fails; every morning they are renewed”
Reflexology is a natural route to improved well-being. an y I or M.Inst.Ch.P

Pressure is applied to areas of the feet, enhancing the HCPC Registered BU RIAL OF AS H ES

body’s own healing process to optimise both physical
and emotional health.

|Registered Member of the Institute Simon Smith
—— To book a treatment please contact Of CherpOdy and Podlatry
j i—"-'jl Caroline IIR MAR

07870 568 615

Tel: 07944 763045

Flowers for Church

DAVID RUDD AND SON 3 If you would like to make a
PLUMBING AND HEATING LTD | donation towards the cost of

flowers in church for a
particular week, to mark an

r COMMERCIAL &
Q’j DOMESTIC

bl ENGINEERS anniversary or a special
Making your goarden av delight! event, please contact either
« mowing « weeding Full central heating systems and boiler Caroline Budimir on 01 959
diegin lantin exchanges carried out for GAS, LPG 576093 or the Parish Office
gsing P g and Oil (Kerosene) on 01959 577816
e pruning e hedge trimming
« pressure washing Installers of Worcester, Valliant and
Glow Worm boilers with up to 12 year
Phone : 01959 570244 warranty.

o ) ) The people of St. Mark’s Church would like you to
Emaili orchardgardening ni6@gmaiicom| | aj v oes of Plumbing, Heating and peop y

Drainage know that we pray for Biggin Hill regularly.

ADVE RTI S E HE RE' Boiler breakdown — Diagnostics and

An ad in full colour costs from| | Repairs

If you would like us to pray for you, someone you know or for
something that concerns you, please let us know and we will be

just £_66 eyl Full bathroom design happy to do so. In order to comply with the Data Protection
3000 copies of the Moving and installations Regulations, please ensure you have the permission of the person to
Church News are distributed in Tel: 01959 577072 be prayed for.
Biggin Hill every 2 months Mobile: 07831 641664
Provide your own material or we will 07957940905 % Please contact the Church office. The times the office is open can be
design an ad. for you e-mail:davidruddandson@hotmail.com found on page four. A message can be left on the answer machine
' We pride ourselves on our outside of these times - 01959 577816
Contact Neil for more details workmanship. WRAS Approved
01959 700815 ACIPHERP 0 If you prefer, you could send your prayer request to St. Mark’s Church,

neil.walkerz@gmail.com 10, Church Road, Biggin Hill, Kent TNI6 3LB

e
& =
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St. Mark’s Christmas Fair

Saturday 29th November 2025 was a horrible day —
weatherwise!! It was pouring with rain and really not a
pleasant day at all.... BUT in the Church and the Church Hall
the atmosphere was warm and exciting! The Christmas Fair
was underway with stalls aplenty — there was a fabulous
Christmas stall with cards, decorations, wrapping paper etc, a
cake stall, toys and books, a bottle tombola and raffle and
many other inviting stalls.

We would like to thank Busby Heating and Pet’s Corner for
their generous contributions to the Fair. Thanks also go to the
pupils of Fairchildes Primary School who entertained everyone
with a selection of Christmas carols and songs - they were
superb — singing in unison and harmonies and also solo
performances. Everyone agreed that their enthusiasm shone
through. Thanks go to the staff at the school and to the
families for bringing the children to St Mark’s.

Atotal of over £1700 was raised for Church funds — a
wonderful result!! Thank you.

20
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During the Easter period the following
services and activities will take place at

SHIRLEY COX DANCE STUDIO | StMarkcs ;
24, Aperfield Rd. Biggin Hill 18" Februa
ry - Ash Wednesday
TN16 3LU 10am Holy Communion
15t March - Mothering Sunday
) MONDAY ) 10.30am Holy Communion
7.00-8.00 Beginners Ballroom & Latin Class 29" March - Palm Sunday
8.00-9.00 Improvers Ballroom & Latin Class 10.30am Holy Communion
3 April - Good Friday
TUESDAY 10am - 12 midday — Messy Church
7.30-9.30 Private Lessons For more details please see page 11
2pm Reflections on the Cross.
WEDNESDAY 5t April - Easter Sunday (Not A!I Age Worship)
5.00-6.00 Children’s Ballroom & Latin Classes 10.30am Holy Communion

THURSDAY

10-00-12.00 Coffee Dance (No instruction) Kee I ng IT
FRIDAY SI m pFE

9.30-10.15 Fit Dance _
4.15-5.00 Grade1 Ballet & i i
Grade 1 Gymnastic Dance skt i

= New Device Setu > Data Backu
5.00-5.45 Grade 4 Ballet & . > Instruction & Tull:mn > Data Ftecuwfryr
Grade 2 GymnaStIC Dance > Cleaning & Cooling > E-mail Support
6.00-6.45 Adult Tap > Virus & Malware Removal > P(s & Laptops
> Hardware Upgrades > WiFi Devices
SATURDAY > Remote Support > Printers
Private Lessons = Small Business Support = Smartphones
> WiFi Routers & Networking > Tablets
All enquiries please tel: 01959 572859 » Cloud Storage > Televisions

or email info@shirleycoxdance.co.uk 07375 416 176

22 dan@kisit.co.uk - www. kisit.couk D 20 i



easyfundraising

L » feel good shopping

£1068 for St Mark’s

from 26 supporters

We've raised

with easyfundraising!

Help us raise EVEN MORE for
FREE when you shop online

Use the link below to support us

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stmarksbigginhill/

4,300 online sites will give us a free donation
when you shop with them - at no extra cost to yvou!

haskng ey

¥

PR — 4

M&S

viking QSOS

g

Download the easyfundraising App

GET IT ON

Download an the

i;'\" Google Play ' App Store

§4U\rr £32 million raised

Trusipilod o 3 o 3

[ switch

B

[#1] 1.8 million uers

WINTER PREPARATION FOR THE FRUIT
FLOWER AND VEGETABLE GARDEN.

February in the fruit and vegetable garden is primarily about
preparation: improving the soil, adding organic matter, and
clearing weeds and debris to help reduce pests and diseases
carried over from the previous year.

In the past, gardeners often relied on the practice of double
digging their allotment plots. While it was considered excellent
exercise—and a good excuse to escape household chores—it
involved heavy disturbance of the soil. On cold, frosty mornings,
gardeners could be seen in the distance, with clouds of steam
rising into the air. Today, however, a no- dlg approach is widely
recognised as a popular and ra v,
effective way to manage both
allotments and gardens, leaving
the soil structure and its vital
ecosystems as undisturbed as
possible. Followed by applying
well-rotted compost or manure to
the surface, where it gradually
breaks down. Over time, this
improves soil texture, enhances
moisture retention, and naturally enriches the soil.

That said, working the ground—whether in an allotment or
garden—offers significant benefits beyond soil improvement.
Gardening supports mental wellbeing and enhances physical
fithess. Working outdoors in cool, fresh air can feel invigorating,
helping to burn calories, strengthen the heart, and combat the

. “‘winter blues.” Additional
benefits include an
improved mood and
boosting immunity, as
moderate exposure to

8% sunlight helps maintain

B healthy vitamin D levels
S and supports the immune
system.
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New allotment holders may be faced with a
daunting sight of an overgrown plot, a
dilapidated shed with a door hanging by a

4 thread, and weeds such as docks thriving
everywhere. Knowing where to begin can
feel overwhelming. A practical first step is to
lay sheets of cardboard or old carpet to
exclude light, ensuring the edges overlap to
suppress existing weeds. This approach
allows new gardeners to take small,
manageable steps without panic.
Maintaining the area with an annual
mulch—sourced cleanly and well-rotted,
W|th m|n|mal weed contamination—will preserve soil structure
and support beneficial fungal networks.

Working the soil during cold, wet spells is best avoided, as it can
damage soil structure. Instead, winter provides an ideal
opportunity to plan for the year ahead in the warmth. It also
allows it to reflect on last season’s successes and failures and
consider how to improve crop performance. Many of the tasks
mentioned require a good selection of tools. Winter is the ideal
time to examine each one—repairing, sharpening, or replacing
as necessary. Using weakened or damaged tools can pose a
health and safety risk, both to the gardener and to any family
members or helpers who may lend a hand.

Seed and summer bulb catalogues are always a pleasure to
browse, with their bright and colourful images inspiring new
ideas. Local seed swaps and plant societies are also worth
considering, often offering saved seed in exchange for a small
donation. The RHS website is another valuable resource, where
you may discover varieties you 've never grown before.

Compost bins can provide welcome
;_ ! shelter for wildlife, particularly
.: | rodents seeking warmth and
dryness during winter. Bins made
3 from wooden pallets or wire mesh
may require repair or replacement,
@i while plastic bins can encourage
burrowing underneath. Placing a

large paving slab beneath the bin can help deter unwanted
residents.

Now is also a good time to repair or reposition water butts, which
may be full and vulnerable to splitting during severe frosts.
Cleaning both the inside and outside panes of greenhouses or
polytunnels—whether heated or unheated—uwill allow more light
to reach plants during the growing season. If greenhouse heating
is used, ensure it is functioning correctly, and keep soil borders
free of weeds to reduce pest and disease pressure.

Other seasonal jobs include finishing winter pruning of fruit trees,
whether standard trees or trained step-over apples. Remove

spent raspberry and blackberry canes, and tie in the new growth
from last year. Protect strawberry
plants from harsh winter conditions

using cloches. Seed potatoes are g
widely available in garden centres
at this time of year. First early

varieties can be chitted by placing
tubers in trays in a cool, frost-free, ..
well-lit location.

Completing these tasks early in thel-, L
year allows the gardener to focus

on managing the plot efficiently and enjoying a productive
season—growing an abundance of fresh fruit and vegetables for
the dinner table.

An early reminder to put into your new 2026 diary, the Biggin Hill
& District Horticultural Society presents, “Seed Swap” at St
Mark’s Church Hall from 10.30 t012.30 on Saturday 21
February. The first talk for Spring is on Wednesday 18" March,
providing advice growing fruit and vegetables, “The Modern
Kitchen Garden” by Barry Newman, doors open at 7.30 for 8pm
start.

Should you wish to know about the Biggin Hill & District
Horticultural Society, become a member or join the Biggin Hill
Friends of the Parks, please contact Nick Hagon 01959 575799
between 6.30 and 9pm.

Enjoy your gardening!
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Five EIms PCN

Biggin Hill Health and
Wellbeing Café

Join us at our cafe for a
health and wellbeing session
as well as other activities.

The cafe will take place
between 10am - 12pm on
the second Friday of each
month at
St. Mark’s Parish Centre,
10, Church Road,
Biggin Hill, TN16 3LB

LOOKING FOR...
AN ACCOUNTANT?
A FINANCIAL ADVISER?

MASON & COLE

HOME & GARDEN SERVICES

Any jobs, ideas or unstarted projects
you haven’t been able to get around to?

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Get ready for spring. clearing,
shed builds, fences fixed and built,

DECORATING & HANDYMAN

Need things fixed, flat packs
any projects. Decorating all aspects

HOME EXTERIOR CLEANING

Pressure washing drives, patios, facias etc.

CAR VALETING

Treat yourself your car to a spring clean
and protect it for the year

Call or WhatsApp me to see how | can help.

Free estimates - Local business
professional, trusted & fully insured

We combine experience with o proactve approoch; providng atrofegie ag i
Dusness Tironces, to planning, and weath manoageent to el Mer i

0 Perasnalised selutions _
%) rccounting & finarcal planning serices

ﬁ Heldping vou e iifieé tha woy you wont ta lve it

o0 B2
Do ketsise- proplsinis

7 High st Farnkbs ||'-|||,.J| |I :_L I'Ilfﬁjﬂ"
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THE MOVING CHURCH NEWS

IS THE PARISH MAGAZINE OF
St. MARK'S CHURCH, BIGGIN HILL

St. Mark’s is known as the “Moving Church” as in the 1950’s it was
constructed from materials brought from the redundant church of All
Saints North Peckham. This remarkable feat of dismantling and building
carried out by local Biggin Hill people was accomplished through the
initiative and vision of the then vicar, The Revd. Vivian Symons. He
mobilised the local parishioners to create a truly worthy parish church in
place of their ageing corrugated iron building. This fascinating story is
recounted in an illustrated colour guide available from the Church.

St. Mark’s is a pilgrim church; we do not simply accept the status quo, we
are on a spiritual journey as pilgrims of old, actively seeking to draw
closer to God and discover His will both in our own lives and the life of our
local church and community which we love and serve. We are anxious
“not to store up treasures here on earth” but to use all our church
resources given by God, in His service and for His glory.

We want to share the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ with all
those in our parish and neighbourhood. Hopefully this is portrayed by the
way we live our lives, and speak to others.

We respect that we are all children of God, and we want to discover Christ
in each other, encouraging personal growth in our individual relationship
with each other and with Jesus.

Worship is an integral part of our love for God, and we want our services
to reflect dignity and sensitivity as well as joy and thanksgiving.

St. Mark’s Church, Biggin Hill - People’s Prayer
Dear God in Heaven who loves us so much,
Thank You for everything You do and provide for us.
We pray for Your church and community here in
Biggin Hill, that we may know Your plans for us
in this special town.

Especially, we pray for help in bringing all Your
children to You, so they may come to know You fully,
through our actions enabled by Your Spirit,

And through the life, teaching and example of

Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen
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COMMUNITY TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Age UK - Bromley & Greenwich
Benefit Enquiry Line
Biggin Hill Aperfield W.I.
Biggin Hill Community Care Association
Biggin Hill Councillors: Melanie Stevens
Sophie Dunbar
Jonathan Andrews (Darwin)

Biggin Hill Evening W.I.
Biggin Hill Horticultural Society
Biggin Hill Library
Biggin Hill Musical Theatre Company
Biggin Hill Residents Association
Biggin Hill Rangers, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
Biggin Hill Romanian Group
Biggin Hill Society
Biggin Hill Scout Group
Bromley Council — Office Hours
Bromley Council - Emergency out of hours
Bromley Social Services --- child referrals
Bromley Social Services --- adult referrals
Childline (confidential helpline for children)
Citizen’s Advice Bureau (Bromley)
Community Links, Bromley
Crimestoppers
Dial-a-Ride (For registration and enquiries)
Doctor’s Surgeries —

Stock Hill Surgery

Norheads Lane Surgery
Domestic Violence - 24hr Helpline

0208 315 1850
0800 88 22 00
01959 571360
01959 577400
07900 171266
07929 365228
07811 313 559

01959 700973
01959 575799
01959 528053
01959 701829
07763 215037
01959 575717
07802 575417
01959 572569
07983 447721
0208 464 3333
0300 303 8671
0208 461 7373
0208 461 7777

0800 1111 (24 hr)

0208 315 1940
0208 315 1900
0800 555 111

0343 222 7777

01959 580011
01959 574488
0808 2000 247

Electrical power cut - to be connected to the local network operator 105

FOAL Farm (Friends of Animals League)
GAS Emergency 24 hr freephone
National Childbirth Trust (Biggin Hill)
New Life Church
NHS help line when you need medical advice
Police: Non Emergency Reporting

Local Safer Neighbourhood Team:

Princess Royal University Hospital
RAF Biggin Hill Memorial Museum & Chapel

St. Mark’s Parish Office

Schools - Biggin Hill Primary
Charles Darwin Secondary
Cudham Primary
Oaklands Primary
Tatsfield Primary

Samaritans (Local branch) - 01689 833 000 24 hr -

Textphone for hard of hearing
Spitfire Youth Centre
St. John Ambulance
St. Theresa’s Church

Thames Water

Trading Standards Rogue Traders Rapid Response
Valley Hall Community Association

Victim Support Scheme

Westerham Hill Baptist Church

01959 572209 or

01959 572386
0800 111 999
01959 701765
01959 571667
111

101

020 8721 2820

01689 863000
01959 422414

01959 577816
01959 575846
01959 574043
01959 572673
01959 573963
01959 577356
08457 90 90 90
08457 90 91 92
01959 574835
01959 701281
01959 563226
0845 920 0800
07903 852 090

01959 573917/570020

0208 776 7071
01732 867516

The Next Moving Church News

Month Deadline Issued from
April - May 13" March 29" March
June - July 15" May 31t May
Aug - Sept 17" July 2" August

Oct - Nov 13" November | 29" November

The Moving Church News is published every two months. For more
information or for advertisement enquiries please contact Neil Walker -
neil.walkerz@gmail.com - 01959 700815 or through the Parish Office

Contributions are welcome especially from local community groups or
schools. Please contact Neil as above.

Parish office: 01959 577816
Email: admin@movingchurch.org
St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org

li st mark's biggin hill - 'the moving church'

The lighter side!

A celebrated Maori spoke at a
banquet in Wellington. "People
often ask me to what do | attribute
my success in life. | tell them that
my great grandfather ate the first
Presbyterian missionary to land in
New Zealand. Therefore | attribute
my success to good Scottish blood
in my veins!"

Barry

Keeping up with
everything at St. Mark’s.

If you want to receive a regular
email giving all of the details of
events and services at St.
Mark’s please send your details
to Chris Walker. Her email is
chrissy.walkerz@gmail.com.
Your email address will not be
passed on to anyone else.
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EST. 1881

‘W-UDEN & SONS-

FAMILY FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

SERVING FAMILIES ACROSS LONDON,
SURREY AND KENT

HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

BIGGIN HILL, 186 MAIN ROAD
01959 575 150

BECKENHAM « BEXLEYHEATH * BIGGIN HILL
BROMLEY « CAMBERWELL « DULWICH
ELTHAM ¢ ORPINGTON ¢ PETTS WOOD
SIDCUP « WEST WICKAM

fO@UDENFUNERALS
WUDEN.COM
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