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St. Mark’s Parish Church,Biggin Hill
Church Road, Biggin Hill,Kent, TN16 3LB
Parish office: 01959 577816
Email: admin@movingchurch.org
St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org

Vicar Revd. Alison Newman 01959 540482

Church Wardens Patrick O Sullivan 01959 572684
Rohan Perera 01959 574355

Reader/Evangelist Mark Newman 01959 540482

For Hall Bookings, Baptism, Wedding and general enquiries,
please contact the Parish Office.

Office hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
9.30 am to 12 noon

Services at St. Mark’s

First Sunday in the month

8.00am Communion -
Book of Common Prayer

10.30am All Age Worship
Other Sundays

10.30am Parish Communion

Wednesdays
10.00am Holy Communion Service

The Butterfly

When | speak to local people, especially during funeral visits, |
often hear about their problems. It reminds me that we all have
our own individual struggles, worries and difficulties. We often
think how much easier life would be if everything was ‘plain
sailing’ or ‘a bed of roses’. But we do have to admit that when we
go through the hard times, we also develop a strength of
character and resilience. Sometimes it's only when we look back
we can see that it was during those testing times that we grew
stronger. There’s a wonderful story about a butterfly which
illustrates this point.

One beautiful afternoon, a gardener was taking a stroll around his
garden when he noticed a cocoon of a butterfly on a leaf. Thrilled
to see a fantastic transformation of nature, he watched the
butterfly for several hours as it struggled to force its body through
a little hole in its cocoon.

After a while, the butterfly seemed to stop making any progress. It
was struggling so hard to get out. It looked like it couldn’t break
free. It looked desperate! It appeared as if it had got as far as it
could, and could go no further.

The kind-hearted gardener decided to help the butterfly. He got a
pair of scissors and tweaked the cocoon to make a larger opening
for the butterfly. The butterfly emerged quickly without any
struggle. But unlike any other butterflies in his garden, it had a
swollen body with tiny, withered wings.

The gardener was happy that he made the butterfly come out of
its cocoon without much struggle. He continued to watch the
butterfly expecting that, at any moment, the wings would dry out,
enlarge and expand to support the swollen body, which would
contract in time.

Unfortunately, neither its wings expanded nor the swollen body
reduced. Instead, the butterfly crawled around with shrivelled
wings and a swollen body, never able to fly throughout its life.

Although with good intentions, the gardener had hindered the
growth of the butterfly. The continuous effort from the butterfly to
come out of its cocoon would force out the fluid stored in the body
to convert it into the wings. In his haste to help the butterfly, the

5



gardener didn’t understand that the restricting cocoon and the
struggle were the keys to the butterfly’s beautiful body and wings.

God never gives us more than we can endure, and he never
abandons us either. As it says in the Bible, ‘God is faithful, and he
will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing
he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure
it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13)

Revd. Alison Newman

Rock Choir Concert

The Bromley Rock Choir performed a lively concert in St. Mark’s
Church on the 13th April in aid of Biggin Hill Community Care
Association. Under the direction of Michael Fricker, the conductor,
the 80 strong choir sang a wide selection of songs from gentle
ballads to rocking classics! The church was full to capacity and
the audience enjoyed the variety of songs and sang along to the
choruses they knew.

Biggin Hill Community Care Association wishes to thank all those
who took part especially Michael and the members of the choir,
the audience for their support, St. Mark’s Church for the use of the
Church and to the BHCCA Committee members for their help and
support. We don’t have a final amount raised yet but it will be in
excess of £1900 which is amazing!

Neil Walker, Chairman, BHCCA
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MEMORIES

Tender moments
remembered

bring back the tears
shed for joy

but oh tinged with sadness
over one dear loss.

Memories will not be forgotten.

We’'ll take them out
and hold them dear
close to our hearts
we shall not part.

Help us dear Lord

we pray

to bear the pain

to comfort one another
that we may together rise
above the grief

and rest

in your abiding love.

And in your presence
may we know

a deeper peace

of one who cares

who'll guide us through
till we can say

all is well

all is well.

Laura Brown



Easter in a Yorkshire Village in the 1950’s

For one moment; forget about the rolling sparse hills of the Yorkshire
Moors or the picturesque stone walls of the Yorkshire Dales and conjure
up an image of smoke blackened houses, Coal Mines, Blast Furnaces,
Steel Mills, Railway Workshops, Giant Power Stations and Canal Boats;
this is South Yorkshire.

But, it has not always been like this, for this is an ancient village, with a
long history of worship going back in time to the very first Roman
Christians in 489; when a preaching post was erected at the crossing
on the river Don. The modern village is called Conisbrough from the
Anglo-Saxon Cyningesburh meaning the Kings Burgh a defensive fort
built in most part as a stronghold against the Viking invasion. At the time
of the Norman Conquest Conisbrough was held by King Harold. The
pre-conquest Burgh was surrounded by a church and extensive
parkland. The Doomsday Book of 1086, records a Manor House and
two Mills a deer park and fish ponds. The Lordship of Anglo-Saxon
Cyningesburh was held by King Harold followed by William De Warren
who also held Lewes castle. The great white circular Donjon with six
massive buttresses and adjoining curtain wall with round towers is in
itself a rare surviving example of a Plantagenet Castle. It is also where
Sir Walter Scott set his magnificent novel Ivanhoe.

At Easter people would gather at their local church, St. Peters. They
may have been doing this since its founding sometime about 540-563
when a wooden church was built around the time when St. Columba
founded lona. The wooden church was replaced by a magnificent stone
church in Anglo-Saxon times (740 -750) or earlier as some academics
believe. The main fabric of the church was built from the ruins of the
Roman Bath House at Doncaster. It was around this time that the
Roman preaching post along with a stone Romano-British carving of St.
Peter holding the keys to Heaven was inserted into the wall of the
Saxon church as a reminder of our ancient Christian heritage.

The day before Good Friday was a day when the children and adults
looked forward to as the annual Good Friday Fair would arrive and start
setting up for Friday afternoon and the weekend. We have some very
interesting names in south Yorkshire, the Rowbottoms, the Arkwright’s,
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and the Snodgrass’s but then we had _

the best -Ticklecock. That name was o el ﬁ
associated with the annual Good
Friday Fair.

The Ticklecock Fair wasn't a big affair,
but there were two or three rides
including dodgem cars; a carousel
with brightly painted horses that went
up and down as it spun around and a "*‘-.5"'-' Wmlm
large boat like swing that looked very FREE CAR PARK
frightening. There were also a few Thus 13th April
stalls selling candy floss, or you could & Good 14th April
win - if you were very lucky - a gold m
fish. You had to throw a hoop over a

small wooden peg to win. Also there

was always a large tent with slot Theme Park
machines. You could put a penny in a machine and turn a handle to
watch a moving picture, a throw back to Victorian days but still in use.

On Easter Sunday after attending Church and after Sunday lunch
families would gather in the afternoon, weather permitting on the dry
section of the castle moat. Here they rolled Easter Eggs down the steep
bank; (that is hard boiled eggs painted in many different colours and
shapes by children eager to take part in the event) they wanted to see
who could roll their egg to the bottom of the moat.

Chocolate Eggs were not in great supply at that time but nevertheless
we had a great time and you would get to eat the egg afterwards.
Easter was and still is a time when we look forward to the summer and
the re-birth of Christ and all that is bountiful and for our younger
generations Chocolate Easter Eggs are most bountiful, though I’'m not
sure how far one can roll a Chocolate egg down a steep moat?

As if they would!

Neville Minto
(It was intended that this article would appear in the previous issue of

the MCN nearer to Easter, but due to lack of space has been put in this
issue.)



At St. Mark’s.....

[NISOATSTNVERSINNN [ Babv & Toddler Grouo

St. Mark’s Music - songs Every Monday and Friday from
and fellowship with a lively touch. 10.00 am in the Church Hall

; during school terms. Contact the
Call Chris on 01999, 700815 for “parish Office for details -01959

577816 - or just come along.

| Home Groups

Please contact the Parish Office

Home groups meet every on 01959 577816

fortnight for fellowship and Bible

Study. For more information | 1st Biaain Hill Guides

contact Alison on 01959 540482
Please contact Rosemary

Spurway on 01959 575717
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Baptism

Beau Girdler was baptised at St Marks on Sunday 30th
April. He is seen in the photo with his mum Eloise and
dad Charlie.




Registered Charity
No: 1056336

Wednesday
Lunch Club

he Friendly Club!

Enjoy a warm welcome at our Lunch Club
which is open from 12.15pm until 2pm. A three
course meal is provided which is cooked on
the premises. Afterwards hot drinks are
served. Transport within Biggin Hill can be
provided at a small cost.

Supporting people over 50

Our Day Centre provides a friendly
and sociable environment where
you will be supported by our
professional care staff.

Start the day with a cuppa and a chat!
Morning and afternoon activities. Three course lunch cooked on the
premises. Transport option for Biggin Hill residents. The Centre is
open on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Provides respite for carers

Biggin Hill

Day Centre

Assisted
Shopping

Our Assisted Shopping takes place on Friday mornings and is for
Biggin Hill residents who live independently but need help with their
weekly grocery shop. Call Annette on 01959 700411.

Do you have difficulty doing
your grocery shopping?

Our Art Group meets on Wednesdays from

2pm. Everyone is welcome from novice to

expert. Light refreshments are provided. A
small donation is requested for each session.

All places must be booked in advance. For more
information, please call us on 01959 577400 or
email bigginhillcommunitycare@gmail.com.
You can also visit our website:
bigginhillcommunitycare.org or scan the QR code.
We hire St. Mark’s Hall, Church Road for our Day
Centre, Lunch Club and Art Group.
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This summer
St Mark’s presents...

Holiday Club for Primary children

Mon 31 July - Fri 4 Aug 0930-1200

For a place : newmans60@btinternet.com
01959 540482

£6 per day, £25 for all 5 days
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Biggin Hill Scouts Travelling
Back In Time.

The 1st Biggin Hill Scout Group originally known as 1st Cudham
will be 100 years old in February 2024 and we will be doing a
range of events during the year to commemorate this milestone.

We are sure there must be many people in the area who were
once members of the Group or know somebody who was. If you
have recollections of activities or events that you did as a member
then we would love to hear from you.

Also if you have any information such as photographs, old
uniforms or other memorabilia that you could give or loan to us
we would like to create a small exhibition illustrating our history.

If you have something to share with us please make contact
by emailing bhsg1@hotmail.com

Until 1989 we were based in a traditional wooden hut half way
along the “cinder path” between Main Road and Sutherland
Avenue. We then moved to our current home at 200 Main Road

The group currently provides fun and adventure with an emphasis
on the outdoors for more than 140 young people between the
ages of 4 and 14 years. You may have seen some of our
members recently on the Challenge Anneka television programme
assisting Foal Farm improve their kennels.

A few examples of questions we would like to answer are:
Who has the oldest connection with the Group?

Which family has the most generations who have been
members?

Over the years what other organisations have used the
Scout HQ?

The group scarf is red with a dvellow border, when did it
change from a half and half design?

Why two colours?

We look forward to hearing from you.
16

iEGiN Rl Ol FACH
e bom. g awdm
i R s

Above is a copy of a photograph showing the cubs in 1950. Does
anybody recognise any of the people?

BLINDS e SHUTTERS
e CONSERVATORY BLINDS

Verticals | Rollers | Venetians | R | Panels
Pleated |Conserva tory Blinds | Plantation Shutters

ional design advice on all of our products
in the comfort of your own home - at times that suit YOU
o

Only using manufacturers who are compliant to BS EN13120
From your Local Specialist Blind supplier based in Biggin Hill

To discuss your requirements call us on: 01959 509179
email: info@benasa.net or visit us online at www.benasa.net

BB E N A

The difference is in the detail
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Church Registers
LIGHTING FUND BAPTISMS

Thank you to all those members of the community who have generously)| “We welcome you in the name of the Lord”

given us a donation for our church lighting. As you will appreciate this is

a major project for us which will benefit not only the church community Beau Danny Charlie Girdler

but all those who come into our church for community events, as well as Isabella Ava Marie Tebbutt

baptisms, weddings and funerals. sabeila Ava iviarie 1€bbu

If you would still like to make a donation then please make a cheque FUNERALS

payable to St Mark's PCC or phone the office for online details. [

God bless “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His
compassion never fails; every morning they are renewed”

Alison

Rosemarie Frances Hobbs

Ovchoard Terence ‘Terry’ Charles Clinton Brown
Gowd 24nhr David Barrington Bentley
W2 Maintenance EFr)Terg;ncy Janet Barbara Webb
' " 2 lflrenat'irr‘]% Albert William Bailey
Youwr gow a delight!
+ mowing + weeding Service Dawn Rosemary Arnold
« digging « planting Rosina Mary Ann Clifton
’ prumn,gpressu;ehfvifﬁi:g]mmmg Sybil Christina ‘Tina’ Lane
Registered installer of Aquilisa Showers
Phone : 01959 570244 Alltypes of WATER TREATMENT
Emaiks ovchardgardening tni6@gmadicon) 7P d DRAIN WORK BURIAL OF ASHES
All types of PLUMBING & HEATING
- SERVICING of GAS BOILERS
Your local Saving ﬁeaﬁng costs Albert George Hall
friendly pest
company DAVID RUDD ; Flowers For Church
& SON : If you would like to make a
MIP RP donation towards the cost of
Registered Plumber flowers in church for a

particular week, to mark an
anniversary or a special
event, please contact either
Caroline Budimir on 01959
576093 or the Parish Office
on 01959 577816

Tel: 01959 577072

Contact us for expert advice Mobile: 07831 641664
GAS SAFE REGISTERED

O 1 959 565 777 Established 32 years

info@safeguardpestcontrol.co.uk

== s B, O
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Gateway to the GI-E-,E _

For all your floral
requirements

FLORIST

A personal service at a
competitive price!

Lily of the
Valley

4 309, Main Road (opposite St.
Winifred’s Road)
Biggin Hill TN16 3JJ

01959 571445

www.lily-of-the-valley.co.uk

] .Ei_:ﬂ Flvis L

Mobile
Chiropodist

Chiropody undertaken
in the comfort of
your own home

Mandy Gifford mmstcnp

HCPC Registered

|Registered Member of the Institute
of Chiropody and Podiatry

Tel: 07944 763045

40 years’
experience

SEWING SERVICE

Wedding Dress Alterations Specialist

Biggin Hill

Ladies & Gents Garments

Alterations, Restyling & Repairs

01959 546 551
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Keeping IT
Simple

Solving all your technical support worries, calmly and patiently
in your own home, by someone who cares

> New Device Setup

> Instruction & Tuition

> Cleaning & Cooling

> Virus & Malware Removal
> Hardware Upgrades

> Remote Support

> Small Business Support

> WiFi Routers & Networking
> Cloud Storage

> Data Backup

> Data Recovery

> E-mail Support

> PCs & Laptops

> Printers

> Smartphones

> Tablets

> Televisions

> Wireless Security Cameras

07375 416 176
dan@KkisIT.co.uk

Over 65s

10% off
your f1rst hour

----------------



Paid Parking to be introduced into our community of Biggin Hill!!!

Have you seen us dashing up and down the Main Road in Hi-Vis jackets and
brandishing clipboards? No! Well look out for us!
We are not trying to get our steps up in a bid to prepare for this year Carnival in July. We
are collecting evidence, to prove that here in Biggin Hill we do not abuse the 30 minute
free parking bays, and that the introduction of paid parking is not required to provide a
turnover of cars, ie shoppers, for our main local shops on Main Road to continue to
thrive and prosper!

We, here in Biggin Hill, have been caught up in local Bromley Council schemes to save
money! We are all for saving money and not spending tax payer’s money frivolously,
but we are also advocates for choice! The new method of paying for parking is now
through a system called RingGo, which can be used either by telephoning them,
downloading an “app” onto a mobile device or via the internet. There is no method of
paying for parking either with cash or card!

What does this really mean to us?

Lebanon Gardens car park; as of 1 April 2023 we saw the pay at the meter go and the
introduction of cashless parking and a whopping 50% increase in the hourly charge. The
charge of 40p cash, has risen up with the RingGo Cashless system to 60p, plus 20p
convenience fee for an hour of parking. We used to have a choice on how to pay! Now
we have no choice! The free parking 30 minute timed bays on Main Road will be turned
into paid parking spaces with the same car park tariffs applied 60p per hour, plus the
20pm convenience fee. The only method of paying? The RingGo appl!

We have always opposed both proposals, highlighting the issues of our small shopping
parade, which is made up of mostly small independent retailers, which thrive with the
park, pop in and return to car without a fee customer.

We fear of 3 issues.............. people will park on Main Road for long periods of time,
clogging up the spaces............. , people will park in the FREE car parks and shop in the
chain stores ............ , parking on the side streets will become even more overcrowded.

So we have started a petition, to ask the Council to reconsider the paid parking
scheme and allow us to continue to support our local shops and retailers with free

parking. Please help us by signing
the on line petition by using the QR ™
code here or catch us to be able to
use a paper copy which we carry
with us at all times. The petition will
be submitted in late July 2023, so
please do not put it off, support us
to support you?!

Talking BIGGIN HILL CARNIVAL ON THE 15T JULY 2023! We are excited as more stalls are
being booked, the arena events are shaping up, and the food and drink are all on order!
Please come and enjoy a wonderful day of fun, games and enjoyment?

b Lol O R o i
I'.'. o -
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You will see us on the day and can always catch us, we will be the ones in our very own
distinctive hi—vis jackets, trying to look important and in control, but really having great
fun. We are so lucky to be part of the organising committee! (Please see page 15)

Biggin Hill Councillors: Melanie Stevens Sophie Dunbar

Come Dancing!
Every Thursday Morning

at Shirley Cox Dance Studio
24, Aperfield Road, Biggin Hill, TN16 3LU

Dancing from 10am to 12noon

Enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and biscuits
Meet new friends & have a friendly chat

Whole session £12 01959 572859
Your 1¢t Thursday morning FREE!

Wetroom and Bathroom
Installations

Specialising in wetrooms for the last 8 years.
All of my work comes with a one year
guarantee, £5-million public liability insured.

If you've been told by other tradesmen that you
can't have a wetroom, then get in touch.

General repairs - leak detection - replacements

Phone Gary on 07722 809856
bathrooms.gary@gmail.com
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Worried? Problems?

We at St. Mark’s would like to help you. If you would like our
help, or simply want someone to talk to, please call

01959 540482 (Vicar),

The people of St. Mark’s Church would like you to
know that we pray for Biggin Hill regularly.

If you would like us to pray for you, someone you know or for
something that concerns you, please let us know and we will be
happy to do so. In order to comply with the Data Protection
Regulations, please ensure you have the permission of the person
to be prayed for.

Please contact the Church office. A message can be left on the
answer machine outside of these times - 01959 577816

If you prefer, you could send your prayer request to St. Mark’s
Vicarage, 10, Church Road, Biggin Hill, Kent TNI6 3LB
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TRAVEL BACK IN TIME

AT G AF BIGGIN HILL MUSEUM & CHAPEL

THIS MAY FALF TER

SATURDAY
1TTH MAY
1940' games and
concert at 2pm
in the grounds of
RAF Biggin Hill
Museum & Chapel

SUNDAY
28TH MAY
Family trail and arts
and crafts

TUESDAY
I0TH MAY
Spy Code Cracking
wiork shop
(I lam and Zpm)

YWEDMNESDAY
315T MAY
Make your own clay
animal mascot

THURSDAY
IST JUNE
Make and take Airfix
model making
wnrh;hup.
Booking required
please contact
directorf@bhmm.org.uk

e T Y R T I L N e T YT R ST LN LY
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FRIDAY IND JUME
Learn all about how
British people grew
their own food during
the Second Waorld
War with a special
workshop, Learn how
Lo grow Carrols, peas
and runner beans!

SATURDAY
JRD JUNE
Spy Code Cracking
Wl!rll:‘_-.EII::IF:I

(I lam and 2pm)

SUNDAY

4TH JUNE
Family trail and arts

and crafts

For more information, please contact Katie

directorfbhmm.org.uk

Visit our website: bhmm.org.uk

Biggin Hill Memorial Museum
Main Road,
Kent TMI1& 3E)




Rhododendrons & Azaleas

These plants can sometimes be classed as a no-no in the average garden, often
recognised in large gardens, parks and large estates like Exbury Gardens.
Problems often raised for the average garden are a need for acidic soil, they
grow to huge proportions, flower for a short time then nothing else and they
are messy when they drop their blooms.

Yet few landscape shrubs are as widely celebrated and anticipated in the
spring garden as azaleas and rhododendrons. Their showy, exuberant displays
of colour excite the senses and have a way of taking centre stage Just about
any landscape, large or small, in the - —" :

border or in containers.

They are the epitome of Spring. A plantg
in full bloom has no equal in the spring &
landscape. When viewed in the garden,
they stand out a mile. The blooms are
exquisite with beautiful markings and
plenty of room for the bees to explore
for nectar.

Rhododendron (Rhodo meaning rose or rose coloured and dendron meaning
tree like) is a huge genus with approximately 900 species and over 30,000
named hybrids. They form part of the heath family, Ericaceae, a group which
has evolved, grows on acid, peaty, low nutrient soils. Normally associated with
the Himalayas, they also originate from North America, Europe, China, Nepal,
Tibet, Japan, to Australia and New Zealand.

Classed as a woodland plant, they enjoy growing in partial shade under
deciduous trees, taking advantage of leaf fall, providing thick layers of
nutritious material and vital protection to those fine roots.

They are a mix of evergreen and deciduous, ranging from tree height, such as
Rhododendron arboreum to low forming mounds to tiny leaved species
growing in pockets, protected by rock such as Rh. impeditum. Evergreen, or
sometimes known as Japanese azaleas, prefer
similar conditions to Rhododendrons, typically
grow to 40 — 80cms in 10 years. Deciduous azaleas
are taller reaching 120 — 150 cm in 10 years, some
have an amazing scent.

Despite the fact you can have Rhododendrons and
Azaleas flowering for almost nine months of the
year, they are ericaceous or lime hating plants,
unsuitable for alkaline or limey soils, until now.
There are lime tolerant Rhododendrons, hardy

hybrids and yakushimanum species or also known as “Yak’s” are grafted onto
Inkarho lime tolerant rootstock. Also ideal for heavy neutral clay soils but will
also need to add plenty of good ericaceous compost to aid establishment.

Alternatively they can grow in shallow containers, about 15cms wider than
the root ball, as the roots do not grow very far. Use an ericaceous loam-based
compost with good drainage and repot every other year in fresh compost in
early spring. Otherwise, top dress
the first 5cms each year.

Choose dense, compact plants
with good foliage. There are
unusual or coloured foliage
varieties available to give all year-
round interest. Place in partial

" shade, as they cannot tolerate

i bright sunlight or next to a north
| facing wall. Find a sheltered spot
in winter to avoid the compost
from freezing. No regular pruning,
best done after flowering to keep
its shape, by cutting to a growing
bud and regular feed with
seaweed base liquid, once every 10 — 14 days.

A worthwhile plant giving so much pleasure, a focal point and enjoyed by so
many, so can you!

The Biggin Hill & District Horticultural Society hold many events throughout
the year.

Dates for your diary:

Wednesday 14th June, Maureen Rainey will give a talk on “Nature Friendly
Gardening for All”

Wednesday 19* July, Caroline Halfpenny, will give a talk on “The Principles of
Garden Design”

Both evenings from 8 to 10 pm (doors open at 7.30) refreshments, garden
sundries, plants to purchase and raffle are available.

Saturday 8t July, Summer Flower Show, flowers, fruit, vegetables, handicraft,
photographs and floral arrangements plus plants for sale, raffle, refreshments
and garden sundries. (Look out for our new set up in the hall). Doors open at
3pm, presentation of cups and raffle at 4.20 pm.

Thank you

Nick Hagon (Biggin Hill & District Horticultural Society) 01959 575799 between
6.30 and 9pm.
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As we come out of the winter slumber, some may feel we are still
there, with a chill in the air! Plants are striding ahead, no matter what

L | the weather, so too are the weeds! Trees are now in full leaf, while the
crab apples are flowering profusely in the Sensory Garden.

i o

mﬂ# Our investigation tells us, there are very little losses from the winter
cold, which is good news. However, there are gaps that will need

attention later this year. The roses have received a good prune resulting in a lot of

fresh new growth, but so too have the weeds.

The daffodils have been marvellous this spring by
flowering their socks off, while the new trees
planted in the autumn and the Acer platanoides
Crimson King planted in memory of two stalwarts
giving many years of service to the gardens and to |
the Friends group are currently flourishing.

Mine Shaw, is still affected by the winter storms,
with damaged limbs and brushwood on the
woodland floor. Cow parsley and bluebells have ;
been pushing their way through, giving an amazing ¥
show of colour.

However, with the sterling work carried out by the volunteers, we need some more
help. Friend’s groups countrywide are an established force to secure the future of our
open green spaces, despite these spaces being so important to its local community.
The Rec, the sensory garden and Mine Shaw are places of vast space for communities
to interact, cultural vibrancy and to promote happiness and well-being. But we need
help to sustain our open spaces, to help keep them clean, to enjoy and maintain them.
If you have any spare time to join us, enjoy the outdoors, wish to know more about
gardening or just like the social aspect, we have the following work parties in the
Sensory Garden - Saturday 10* June, Tuesday 20" June and Tuesday 18 July. At Kings
Road open space - Saturday 8t July and Saturday 22" August. We meet on site at
9.30am, have a break about 11am and continue until noon. Tools are provided, please
wear suitable clothing and boots, and bring liquids and something to eat, gardening
gloves if you have them and factor 50 should summer make an appearance.

The Rec’s play area fencing also needs a coat of paint so anybody wishing to help to jet
wash, clean or paint, please let us know as we are hoping to carry out this task this
summer. Also, we need to repair the post and
rails and to clear the brushwood between now
and the autumn in Mine Shaw.

Join Biggin Hill Friends of the Parks and help us
maintain The Sensory Garden in The Rec, look
after woodlands in Mine Shaw or keep Kings
Road Open Space attractive and safe for adults
and children to use and enjoy! Contact Nick
Hagon on 01959 575799 for further
information or if you wish to join as a
volunteer.Please phone between 6.30 and 9
pm. Thank you.
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THE MOVING CHURCH NEWS

IS THE PARISH MAGAZINE OF
St. MARK'S CHURCH, BIGGIN HILL

St. Mark’s is known as the “Moving Church” as in the 1950’s it was
constructed from materials.- brought from the redundant church of All
Saints North Peckham. This remarkable feat of dismantling and building
carried out by local Biggin Hill people was accomplished through the
initiative and vision of the then vicar, The Revd. Vivian Symons. He
mobilised the local parishioners to create a truly worthy parish church in
place of their ageing corrugated iron building. This fascinating story is
recounted in an‘illustrated colour.guide available from the Church.

St. Mark’s is a pilgrim chureh; we do not simply accept the status quo, we
are on a spiritual journey. as pilgrims of old, actively seeking to draw
closer to God and discover His will both in our own lives and the life of our
local church and community which we love and serve. We are anxious
“not to store up treasures here on earth” but.to use all our church
resources given by God, in His service and for His glory.

We want to share the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ with all
those in our parish and neighbourhood. Hopefully this is portrayed by the
way we live our lives, and speak to others.

We respect thatwe are all children of God, and we want to discover Christ
in each other, encouraging personal growth in our individual-relationship
with each other and with Jesus.

Worship is an integral part of our love for God, and we want our services
to reflect dignity and sensitivity as well as joy and thanksgiving.

St. Mark’s Church, Biggin Hill - People's Prayer
Dear God in Heaven who loves us so much,
Thank You for everything You do and provide for us.
We pray for Your church and community here in
Biggin Hill, that we may know Your plans for us
in this special town.

Especially, we pray for help in bringing all Your
children to You, so they may come to know You fully,
through our actions enabled by Your Spirit,

And through the life, teaching and example of
Your Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen
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COMMUNITYTELEPHONE NUMBERS

Age UK - Bromley & Greenwich
Benefit Enquiry Line
Biggin Hill Aperfield W.I.
Biggin Hill Blind Club
Biggin Hill Community Care Association
Biggin Hill Councillors: Melanie Stevens
Sophie Dunbar
Jonathan Andrews (Darwin)
Biggin Hill Evening W.I.
Biggin Hill Horticultural Society
Biggin Hill Library
Biggin Hill Musical Theatre Company
Biggin Hill Residents Association -
Biggin Hill Rangers, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
Biggin Hill Romanian Group
Biggin Hill Society
Biggin Hill Scout Group
Bromley Council — Office Hours
Bromley Council - Emergency out of hours

Bromley Social Services - Emergencies only
Bromley Assoc. for People with Disabilities (BATH)

Childline (confidential helpline for children)
Citizen’s Advice Bureau (Bromley)
Community Links, Bromley
Crimestoppers
Dial-a-Ride (For registration and enquiries)
Doctor’s Surgeries —

Stock Hill Surgery

Norheads Lane Surgery
Domestic Violence - 24hr Helpline

0208 315 1850
0800 88 22 00
01959 571360
01959 572817
01959 577400
07900 171266
07929 365228
07811 313 559
01959 700973

01959 575799
01959 528053

01959 701829
07763 215037
01959 575717
07802 575417
01959 572569
07983 447721
0208 464 3333
0300 303 8671
0203 036 1574
0208 663 3345

0800 1111 (24 hr)

0208 315 1940
0208 315 1900
0800 555 111

0343 222 7777

01959 580011
01959 574488
0808 2000 247

Electrical power cut - to be connected to the local network operator 105

FOAL Farm (Friends of Animals League)
GAS Emergency 24 hr freephone
National Childbirth Trust (Biggin Hill)
New Life Church
NHS help line when you need medical advice
Police: Non Emergency Reporting
Local Safer Neighbourhood Team:

Princess Royal University Hospital
St. Mark’s Parish Office
St. George’s Memorial Chapel
Schools - Biggin Hill Primary

Charles Darwin Secondary

Cudham Primary

Oaklands Primary

Tatsfield Primary

Samaritans (Local branch) - 01689 833 000 24 hr -

Textphone for hard of hearing
Spitfire Youth Centre
St. John Ambulance
Thames Water
Trading Standards Rogue Traders Rapid Response
Valley Hall Community Association
Victim Support Scheme
Westerham Hill Baptist Church

01959 572209 or

01959 572386
0800 111 999
01959 701765
01959 571667
111

101

020 8721 2820
01689 863000
01959 577816
01959 570353
01959 575846
01959 574043
01959 572673
01959 573963
01959 577356
08457 90 90 90
08457 90 91 92
01959 574835
01959 701281
0845 920 0800
07903 852 090

01959 573917/570020

0208 776 7071
01732 867516

The Next Moving Church News

Month Deadline Distributed from
August - September 14% July 30" July
October - November| 15" September 15t October
December -January 10" November 26" November

The Moving Church News is published every two months. For more
information or for advertisement enquiries please contact Neil Walker -
neil.walkerz@gmail.com - 01959 700815 or through the Parish Office

Contributions are welcome especially from local community groups or
schools. Please contact Neil as above.

Parish office: 01959 577816
Email: admin@movingchurch.org
St Mark’s website: www.movingchurch.org

“ st mark's biggin hill - 'the moving church'

Keeping up with
everything at St.
Mark’s.

If you want to receive a regular

email giving all of the details of
events and services at St.
Mark’s please send your
details to Chris Walker. Her
email is chrissy.
walkerz@gmail.com. Your
email address will not be
passed on to anyone else.

ADVERTISE HERE!

An ad in full colour costs from
just £60 per year.

2800 copies of the Moving
Church News are distributed in

Biggin Hill every 2 monthS

design an ad. for you

Contact Neil for more details
01959 700815
neil.walkerz@gmail.com
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Provide your own material or we will




W. UDEN & SONS LTD

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

MONUMENTAL MASONS

Est. 1881

186 Main Road, Biggin Hill
Tel: 01959 573130

(24hr answer service)

OFFERING A FULL SERVICE
PREPAID FUNERALS AVAILABLE

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
on the premises

Continuing to build on the family

fraditions of personal and caring
service for over 100 years in the

area

We are always available to visit you personally to
make any necessary arrangements in the privacy of
your own home.

Branches at Petts Wood, Sidcup, Eltham,
Dulwich, Bexleyheath & Camberwell




